
Report from the Central Area Committee – DAPTC 

Chairman – Cllr Jill Crouch 
Vice-Chairman – Cllr Debbie Wiltshire 
Secretary – Kirsty Riglar 
 
The Central Area Committee was held on Tuesday 16 February 2021 via Zoom with 10 
members in attendance and apologies received from a further 3, as well as Cllr Jill Haynes 
(Dorset Council). Also in attendance were the DAPTC Chief Executive and Secretary. 
 
Items 
1. Update from DAPTC Chief Executive 

An update was received from the DAPTC Chief Executive which predominantly 
focussed on the position in relation to the ending on 7 May 2021 of the legislation 
allowing councils to meet virtually and the lobbying underway to secure this in the 
longer term. 
 

2. LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct 
The Committee welcomed the publication of the new, more user-friendly Code of 
Conduct and supported the DAPTC encouraging all local councils to adopt this. 

 
3. Feedback from survey on the DAPTC Area Committees 

The Committee received an update and members shared their views on the Central 

Area Committee meetings, including the following: 

• some of the past speakers had been very interesting and informative and it was 
hoped that speakers would be secured for future meetings; 

• the meetings were useful to get information not received via other means; 

• attendance depended on the agenda; 

• it was useful to hear about updates from the Chief Executive at the meetings; 

• the meetings were not well attended and no single day of the week enabled everyone 
to attend but remote meetings were helpful in encouraging this;  

• the networking opportunities presented by the meetings was useful; and 

• there was duplication for councils who were also members of the Towns and Larger 
Parishes Committee. 

 
4. Dorset Council Local Plan Options consultation 

The Committee noted the consultation and shared their experience to date of 
considering the information published.   
 

5. Climate Emergency – how can DAPTC help and support Member Councils? 
The Commitee welcomed the development of this resource hub to aid their activity in 
relation to the climate emergency.  It was hoped that a sustainability toolkit would 
also be made available. 
 

Updates from Member Councils 
Members shared issues of interest or concern from their town or parish council area. 
 
Proposals for consideration by the Executive Committee 
No proposals were made for consideration by the Executive Committee. 
 
Next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on a date to be confirmed in May 2021. 


