
REPORT FOR DAPTC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON 
DORSET GYPSY AND TRAVELLER LIAISON GROUP 

 
About the Group: 
 
The group aims to bring together the Dorset Gypsy and Travellers Community and 
those organisations who are or are likely to come into contact with that 
community.  By sharing experience and understanding it is hoped to create a 
more harmonious relationship between the Gypsy and Traveller community and 
the settled communities in Dorset.  
 
Summary of meeting held on 03 February 2021 (Zoom): 
 

• As always there was a number of practical issues raised in relation to the 
authorised sites, eg maintenance issues and inspections. 

• The main agenda item was a presentation on the Dorset Council Local Plan 
in relation to Gypsies and Travellers (see Appendix) 

• A presentation on ‘saving money on your bills’ by Jo Keats of Dorset 
Community Action was removed due to time pressure and the need for Jo 
to be at another meeting.  The presentation will be available via Susan 
Ward-Rice (DC) who is administrator for the meetings. 

• Insp. James Offer of Dorset Police updated the meeting on the Police’s 
Community Engagement work – particularly on the updating of the Key 
Individual Networks (KINs). 

• There was an update from Philip Eades (DC) and Jo Keating (BCPC) who are 
the Census Team Community Engagement Officers, on the measures being 
taken to ensure that the Gypsy and Traveller Community are adequately 
represented in the census.  The census date is 21 March 2021. 

 
 
John Parker 
DAPTC Representative on Dorset Gypsy and Travellers Community Liaison Group 
February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix to Report on Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Group meeting on 03 February 2021 

 
 

Presentation on Dorset Local Plan as it affects Gypsies and Travellers by Steve 
Boyt, Dorset Council 

 
 

Introduction 
 
This was the major item on the meeting agenda (allocated 1 hour).  Steve Boyt, together with 
Millie Rose and Christopher Lee, outlined the background and process of the Local Plan and 
the current consultation.  They then continued by outlining the criteria by which they have 
identified possible sites for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People in the Dorset 
Council area and then referred to the criteria contained in the draft Local Plan for assessing 
planning applications in relation to such sites. 
 
Below is a list of the identified possible sites arranged by what was referred to as ‘functional 
areas’ – i.e Northern; Western; Central; and South-Eastern.  (Apologies some locations are 
not as precise as others due to gaps in my notes).  Also below is the location in the draft plan 
of the planning application criteria likely to be applied. 
 
It must be noted that these are sites identified according to a set of criteria.  These are NOT 
necessarily sites where planning permission has been granted or even applied for.  Some of 
them also have caveats in respect of some criteria – e.g. proximity to AONB, or other 
heritage sites; requires change of use; etc. 
 
Central: - 
 

• Piddlehinton – possible extension to existing site 

• West Knighton 

• Weymouth 
 
Northern: - 
 

• Gillingham 1.7Km NW – existing unauthorised site 

• Gillingham – Milton-on-Stour (Plantworld) 

• Hazelbury Bryan – Pleck (Redevelopment) 

• Hazelbury Bryan -  Military Lane (not permanent – for travelling show people) 

• Marnhull – Eastern edge (council owned land) 

• Shaftesbury – W of town centre – Calves Lane (extension of site by 3 pitches) 

• Shaftesbury – Enmore Green (15 pitches on council owned land) 

• Sturminster Newton – Kings Stag 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern: -  



 

• Blandford – Thornicombe 

• Swanage - Wash Pond Lane 2 pitches on council owned land also AONB query 

• Wimborne – between Wimborne and Colehill (Query on possible employment land) 
 
Western: -  
 

• Beaminster – 1Km NE (Winter Green) possible AONB query 
 
 
The planning application criteria for this type of development can be found by going to the 
Dorset Council website and accessing the Local Plan.  In the Topic Area ‘Housing’ the criteria 
can be found in policies ‘HOUS12’ and ‘HOUS13’.  
 


