
‘Informal’ NALC Assembly – 13th April 2021 (11am to 1pm) 

Agenda for the session: 

Welcome and breakout discussions 

11:00 – 11:45 

As previously agreed we will have a get to know each other session and will allocate representatives 

to four breakout rooms to share their top three aspirations for the sector and the three most 

important issues that need to be addressed.  

Policy discussion - unitary government  

12:00 – 13.00 

To consider a proposal from the Policy Committee regarding unitary local government and NALC’s 

response to the government consultation on proposals for locally-led re-organisation of local 

government in Cumbria, North Yorkshire and Somerset.  

Voting polls will be set up - Only members of National Assembly will be able to participate in any 

vote. 

The session was attended by Cllr. K D Johnson and CE, Neil Wedge with apologies sent by Cllr. 

Janet Wallace. 

In the breakout sessions a number of aspirations were discussed amongst delegates with the 3 main 

themes emerging as: 

1. Parishing the whole of England 

2. Access to central government funding 

3. Planning – strengthening the role of statutory consultee and local community input 

In the second session the submission to MHCLG about the proposed re-organisation of local 

government in 3 counties was approved. 

Below is the statement being submitted for information: 

7 April 2021 

ANNEX A - PR8-21 | NALC STATEMENT ON UNITARY LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

I am writing in response to the current Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

local consultations on creating unitary local government in North Yorkshire, Cumbria and Somerset. 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) is the nationally recognised membership and 

support organisation representing the interests of around 10,000 parish and town councils and many 

parish meetings in England. Local (parish and town) councils are the backbone of our democracy and 

closest to local people, providing our neighbourhoods, villages, towns and small cities with a 

democratic voice and structure for taking action, contributing in excess of £2 billion of community 

investment to supporting and improving local communities and delivering neighbourhood level 

services. 

Executive summary 



• We welcome the opportunity to comment on proposals for the creation of unitary 
authorities, where these command local support. Our comments focus on the prospects for 
local councils in any unitary authority outcome. We do not wish to comment on the detail of 
the individual proposals. In general, these reorganisations will be worthwhile if they achieve 
new unitary authorities of sufficient size, scale and footprint to enable local councils to be 
empowered and take on a bigger role where they have the will and the capacity. From the 
experience of local government reorganisations over the past 10-15 years elsewhere in 
England, we advocate that the following good practice is adopted, in relation to the part 
which local councils can usefully contribute to the design and implementation of any new 
unitary principal authority arrangements. 
 

• The relevant county association of local councils must be involved as a full member of the 
Joint Implementation Team establishing any new unitary council. 

 

• With local support, new local councils must be established in unparished areas, and any 
Charter Trustees abolished. This must be part of the design of the new unitary council(s) and 
the process should start at the earliest opportunity and not be left until after the new 
unitary council(s) are established. The government must strongly encourage this. 

 

• One task of the Joint Implementation Team must be to develop and ensure adoption of a 
charter which sets out the roles, respective responsibilities and relationships between the 
unitary authority and the local council sector, including matters concerned with resources 
and property. It is important that this charter must take account of the varying size and 
capacity within the local councils’ sector, including the prospective circumstances of any 
local councils which are due to be created.  

 

• Where policies and practices are being harmonised across a new unitary authority area, 
there must be a levelling-up of relations by local councils with new unitary councils: these 
relations must not be less productive, positive or harmonious than they enjoyed previously. 

 

• The county association of local councils can have a beneficial role in nurturing and 
supporting the creation of any new local council, including the provision of temporary 
clerking. 
 

• We must stress that any reorganisation must start with community consultation and then an 
independent body like the Local Government Boundary Commission for England should 
consider all the suggested areas and come to a dispassionate view that reflects an agreed set 
of criteria such as size, resources, democratic accountability and local support. 
 

• We also believe that all principal authorities should be stripped of the power to decide 
whether new local councils are created and that (whilst principal authorities should deliver 
the process of community governance reviews) the final decision as to when and where new 
local councils are created should be vested in the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England as an independent body. 

 
Should you require any further information on this response please do not hesitate to contact Chris 

Borg, policy manager, on 07714 771049 or via email at chris.borg@nalc.gov.uk .  
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