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Arts Council 
England

• National development agency for creativity 
and culture

• Three main activities:

• Investment

• Development

• Championing



Supported 
disciplines

Dance

Music

Theatre

Visual 
Arts

Museums

Literature

Libraries

Combined Arts



Investment
National Portfolio (2018-22, extended to 2023)

£407 million per year in 828 cultural organisations.

National Lottery Project Grants £97.3 million/year

Development Funds (£72.2 million/year)

Investment in Dorset (data from 08/12/2020):

2019-20: £2,830,889
2020-21: £4,831,990 (inc. Covid emergency funds)
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Let’s 
Create

Our vision:

By 2030, we want England to be a 
country in which the creativity of each 
of us is valued and given the chance to 
flourish, and where every one of us has 
access to a remarkable range of high-
quality cultural experiences.



Wifi available #culturematters

#LetsCreate



Wifi available #culturematters

Ambition and Quality: 

Cultural organisations are ambitious and committed 

to improving the quality of their work

Inclusivity and Relevance: 

England’s diversity is fully reflected in the 

organisations and individuals that we support and in 

the culture they produce. We want to support 

organisations that matter to their communities 

Dynamism: 

Cultural organisations are able to thrive and better 

able to respond to the challenges of the next decade

Environmental Responsibility: 

Cultural organisations lead the way in their approach 

to the climate emergency 

#LetsCreate



3 
A strategic 
approach

• As two of the largest public investors in art and culture in England, 
the success and sustainability of the arts and cultural sector 
depends on effective partnership between the Arts Council and 
local government.

• We support the development of place-based cultural 
strategies/policies to capture the local vision and ambition for 
culture

• Cultural strategies enable funders such as the Arts Council to 
understand local, place-based priorities and ambitions

• Strategies can guide us when considering funding applications and 
can lead to collaborative activity between the Arts Council and LAs 
on particular projects.

• Place focused strategies for Towns and Parishes will provide local 
context to the developing Dorset Cultural Strategy and positively 
contribute to agendas such as placemaking, levelling up, etc



Links to 
further 
information

How the Arts Council works with Local Authorities:
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/developing-creativity-and-
culture/working-local-authorities

Cultural Strategy Checklist
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-
file/2.WhatWorks-StrategyContentChecklistV1%20BRANDED_0.pdf

Let’s Create
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/letscreate

Arts Council England and the LGA
https://local.gov.uk/coronavirus-local-government-and-arts-council-
england-launch-collaboration-support-cultural

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/developing-creativity-and-culture/working-local-authorities
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/2.WhatWorks-StrategyContentChecklistV1%20BRANDED_0.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/letscreate
https://local.gov.uk/coronavirus-local-government-and-arts-council-england-launch-collaboration-support-cultural
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