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         25th September 2020 
[ADDRESS] 
        

Dorset is under threat from excessive house building & Planning White Paper 
Dear        , 
   
I am writing to you, as a MP for the <insert> constituency, on behalf of Dorset CPRE to 
highlight the findings of an independent report that shows that the Dorset Council and BCP 
Council could be forced to plan for excessive numbers of new housing. Opinion Research 
Services (ORS) was commissioned by Dorset CPRE to establish a robust and independent 
evidence base on housing need in Dorset.  
  
The Government’s Standard Method for assessing local housing need produces a figure of 
4,458 dwellings per annum for Dorset, which is 47% higher than the 3,030 new houses 
required by the existing Local Plans and nearly 100% higher than recent rates of housing 
delivery. 
 
Now, the Government’s Planning White Paper and proposed Planning reforms threaten 
Dorset with even higher, centrally-imposed housing numbers, while greatly reducing local 
people’s say in the future of our communities. 
 
Key Findings 
 

• Central government's housing targets, using 2014 projections, are 47% higher than the 
existing Local Plans in Dorset. 

• The government's housings targets are way in excess of any sensible forecast of local 
housing need. 

• The report proposes that the local authorities should be prepared to challenge the 
Government’s Standard Method based on outdated and flawed population and 
household projections. 

• Local authorities should encourage the development of suitable affordable housing for 
younger households. 

 
Recently there has been a number of media reports of growing discontent amongst MPs 
around the planning reforms and the algorithm to determine housing need. The only 
housing algorithm we need now is one that identifies where to build the most affordable 
homes in the areas that need them most, including rural areas, without needless loss of 
countryside and the side lining of local communities.  
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Dorset CPRE supports a locally led democratic planning system rather than the 
government’s proposals for developer-led rather than community-based planning. We 
believe that by including local scrutiny in planning what we build where, we can truly begin 
building better homes and places that tackle the housing crisis, while also facing up to the 
climate and nature emergencies. Locally-led development offers the best outcomes for 
people and nature.  
 
We are responding to both the Changes to the Planning System and the White Paper 
consultations. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you, using Zoom, to discuss these issues 
and seek your views.  
  
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Peter Bowyer 
Chair of Trustees 


