
Planning White Paper 2020 – Dorset Council briefing note 
 
Key points of the paper 
 
The Planning White Paper, ‘Planning for the Future’ sets out proposals for a 
completely new national planning system for England.  The aim is for a system 
that is easier for the public to access, transforms the way that communities are 
shaped, and enables more good quality, attractive and affordable homes to be 
built faster. 
 
In the new system, local councils will develop plans for every area of land to be 
designated into one of three categories: 

• Growth areas, identified for development, which will automatically have 
outline planning permission, as long as local design standards are met; 

• Renewal areas, suitable for some development, and where development 
that meets design and other prior approval requirements will have a faster 
route to planning permission; 

• Protected areas, where development will be restricted in order to protect 
assets such as areas of outstanding natural beauty, and where any 
proposals for development would require full planning applications. 

 
Communities would be consulted from the beginning of the plan making process, 
and help shape local design guides, but would not have the chance to 
comment again on the principle of development at outline planning 
application stage for sites identified as growth areas. 
 
Binding housing targets for every council would be set by national government, 
taking into account household projections, local housing affordability, and 
environmental constraints.   
 
Local plans would have to be produced within a 30 month timescale, and would 
be based on a standard digital map-based template.  They would no longer 
include general development management policies: these would all be set 
nationally. 
 
Local design guidance would be prepared and proposals that met design 
requirements would be approved more quickly. 
 
A new simpler infrastructure levy would replace the existing Community 
Infrastructure Levy and section 106 planning agreements, including affordable 
housing provision as well as infrastructure. 
 
These are dramatic changes which would have a huge impact on the preparation 
of our new Dorset Council plan – the paper suggests that the new style local 
plans should all be in place by 2024. 
 



 
Issues included in the Dorset Council response 
 
Dorset Council’s Cabinet will consider its response to the White Paper on 6 
October and the officer report is Item 15 at: 
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=152&MId=47
32&Ver=4 
 
Some of the issues raised are: 

• That delays in house building nationally are not all due to the 
planning system – local planning authorities do not build houses. In 
the last decade, 2.5 million homes were granted planning permission but 
only 1.5 million were delivered; 

• That binding national housing targets and removal of the chance to 
comment at outline planning application stage on sites allocated for 
growth will reduce the ability of communities to have input into 
proposals affecting their local areas, and reduce local democracy; 

• That greater detail is required on how the national housing targets 
would be derived, including how environmental constraints will be taken 
into account, and that this must include an element of national planning 
strategy; 

• That the proposed timescale for the adoption of new style plans is 
very ambitious bearing in mind the need for the introduction of new 
primary legislation, the proposed ‘front loading’ of community engagement 
and the greater level of technical work necessary if growth areas will 
receive automatic outline planning permission; 

• That there is significant risk to the progress of currently emerging 
local plans due to the uncertainty around, and scale of, these changes; 

• That while the support for good design and the publication of a 
national design code are welcomed, it is important that these focus not 
only on what places look like, but how they work for those living and 
working in them – including infrastructure provision and mitigation of 
impacts on habitats, flood risk, heritage and landscape.  

• That the replacement of the Community Infrastructure Levy and Section 
106 planning agreements with a single levy is not likely to generate 
sufficient funding for the infrastructure and affordable housing that 
is needed, and funding for affordable housing will need to be ring-fenced; 

• That while an increased reliance on digital methods of engagement and 
involvement may well attract a wider audience to comment on planning 
proposals, it will potentially disadvantage older people and those in 
more deprived areas who may have less access to digital means of 
communication. 

  
The White Paper itself is at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future 
and the deadline for responses is 29 October. 
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