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1 The Planning White Paper represents a radical shake up of planning in England and by far the most 

significant proposed changes since the Town and Country Planning Act 1947. The proposals if 

enacted will reduce the contribution of Parish and Town Councils in respect of planning applications 

and change the planning system towards a development system subject to less public scrutiny and 

significant zoning.  

2 Issues. 2.1 Zoning. Three zones ;growth, regeneration and protection will replace planning 

applications in general. There will be public engagement at the designation status of zones only. 

Once designated zones will facilitate development other than in protected zones where planning 

applications will be required. Zones may not fully live up to their titles.  

2.2 Participation . The role of parish and town councils in commenting on planning applications will 

largely be removed. There will be a presumption in favour of development in growth and 

regeneration zones. Community engagement in the planning process will be largely moved in order 

to speed up the planning process . Developers will have more say in decision making and facilitating 

development. 

2.3 Design. Guides and Codes will influence decision making with the intention of raising the quality 

of new builds. It is unclear what force such guides and codes will have and how they will be 

implemented. 

3 Impact on Dorset. Any designation of zones is problematic given the prescribed numbers of houses 

to be built and the designations throughout Dorset. Neighbourhood plans may give communities 

some influence over zoning subject to compliance with the Dorset Local Plan. Pressures from the 

conurbation, new working patterns and migration to Dorset may be difficult to resist despite 

communities requesting more affordable/low cost housing, more infrastructure, and environmental 

protection. It is difficult to predict the impact of the Planning White Paper on employment and the 

Dorset rural economy. The Dorset assets of the environment, wildlife and heritage may not have 

priority over the pressure from central government to use housebuilding as an economic driver even 

with the growing issue of the application of policies for climate change. 

4 Line to take. DAPTC to respond to the 26 questions. Recognise the case for speedier decision 

making, improved design and the potential of digital communications yet balance these with the 

significant loss of local democracy, the potential harm to Dorset, and reduced local control of the 

planning function. Parish and Town Councils on balance should oppose these proposals in line with 

national organisations such as NALC, the LGA, and the RTPI.   DAPTC to encourage its members to 

respond to this consultation and to give appropriate weight to the decisions of the Executive 

Committee .  

    


