
Report from the DAPTC Towns and Larger Parishes Committee 

Chairman – Cllr KD Johnson 
Vice-Chairman – Cllr John Broom 
Secretary – Kirsty Riglar 
 
The Towns and Larger Parishes Committee was held on Friday 26 November 2021 via 
Zoom with 17 members in attendance and apologies received from a further 4. Also in 
attendance were the DAPTC Chief Executive and Secretary and, for part of the meeting, Cllr 
Laura Miller, Dorset Council.  
 
As this was the Committee’s AGM, the following appointments were made for 2021/22:- 
 

Cllr KD Johnson Chairman 

Cllr John Broom Vice-Chairman 

Cllr Haydn White Executive Committee rep 

Cllr Lindsey Dedden Executive Committee rep 

Cllr Terry Cordery Reserve Executive Committee rep 

 
The Committee expressed their gratitude to Cllr Chris Turner, who stood down as Chairman 
at the meeting, for his commitment in undertaking the role since 2012. 
 
Items 
Update from DAPTC Chief Executive 
An update was received from the DAPTC Chief Executive which predominantly focussed on: 

(i) the slippage in the timetable for the Community Governance Review being 
undertaken by Dorset Council; 

(ii) progress on the submission by councillors of their digital register of interests; 
(iii) progress on discussions with Dorset Council about how to best consult and 

engage with parish and town councils and a proposed series of ‘Working 
Together’ webinars for parish and town council representatives on a number 
of topics, such as the development of the Local Plan.  

 
In response to comments made from Members, the Chief Executive confirmed that NALC 
were actively lobbying Government for the ability for local councils to hold formal meetings 
virtually again.  Whilst hybrid meetings were permitted, these were often challenging and 
required specific technology.  He agreed that there was a need for councils to have the 
choice to make meetings work best for them given the ongoing concerns about returning to 
in-person meetings. 
 
Cllr Laura Miller introduced herself as the new Cabinet Member for Community and 
Customer Services, replacing Cllr Jill Haynes following a reshuffle.  She explained that she 
was looking at what officers within Dorset Council could do better to engage with local 
councils to ensure that there was a ‘no surprise’ culture. She acknowledged that there was a 
need to understand the needs of parish and town councils to ensure that communication and 
engagement was tailored to the sector as a discrete audience. She drew attention to the 
‘helpline’ recently introduced specifically for parish and town councils which included an 
escalation process should responses from officers not be forthcoming which was a first step 
in addressing concerns and frustrations voiced by local councils.  She also reported that a 
meeting had taken place about the asset transfer process and how this could be made as 
easy as possible for local councils.     
 
Updates from Member Councils 
Each member gave an update on business in their town or parish council area. 
 



Proposals for consideration by the Executive Committee 
No proposals were raised for consideration by the Executive Committee. 
 
Next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on a date to be confirmed in February 2022. 


