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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

EASTERN AREA (INCLUDING CHRISTCHURCH) COMMITTEE 

Draft Minutes of the Eastern Area Committee 

Thursday 3 December 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom 
 

Present:  

Cllr Gina Logan  Alderholt Parish Council  

Cllr Adrian S Hibberd Alderholt Parish Council 

Cllr K D Johnson Colehill Parish Council  

Cllr Emma Urquhart Colehill Parish Council  

Cllr Esme Isaacs Cranborne and Edmonsham Parish Council  

Cllr Janet Wallace Holt Parish Council  

Cllr Terry Cordery Ferndown Town Council 

Cllr Cathy Lugg Ferndown Town Council  

Cllr Steve Butler Knowlton Parish Council  

Cllr Jerry Laker Knowlton Parish Council  

Cllr Debbie White Vale of Allen Parish Council 

Cllr Lindsey Dedden Verwood Town Council 

Cllr Jane Russell Verwood Town Council  

Cllr Mike Hawkes West Moors Town Council 

Cllr Carol Butter Wimborne Minster Town Council  
  

In Attendance: 

Neil Wedge Chief Executive DAPTC 

Susan Denton Eastern Area Secretary 

 

Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Celia Moore Holt Parish Council  

Cllr Stuart Mclean Sixpenny Handley Parish Council 

Cllr Colin Taylor Sixpenny Handley Parish Council  
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Cllr Sonia Cade Sturminster Marshall  Parish Council  

Cllr Hilary Palmer Sturminster Marshall Parish Council  

Cllr Phillip Bamborough West Parley Parish Council 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting held 29 September 2020  

Cranbourne (Parish Council) should read Cranborne.  Members noted the omission of 

contact details in the minutes for Cllr Haynes. 

With these amendments, it was proposed by Cllr Logan, seconded by Cllr Butter and 

unanimously agreed to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2020. 

3. Update from the DAPTC Chief Executive 

Neil advised that he has written to all members to encourage them to give as much 

time to the budgeting process given the impact on some councils from the COVID 

pandemic. Those councils experiencing losses of income may need to consider putting 

a hold on some projects whilst reserve levels re-established. It is likely that those 

councils impacted will see impacts over the next 2/3 years as re-building reserve levels 

takes time.  

Neil has met with Officers from the four members in the BCP area to discuss common 

issues and how support can be tailored for them going forward. 

He has also attended a meeting with the Senior Team at BCP who appeared to be 

very receptive to the issues faced by Town and Parish Councils. There are some good 

examples of engagement. Neil has planned a short presentation to the team at BCP 

on engaging with Town and Parish Councils which mirrors some of the work already 

done with Dorset Council. 

The Annual Executive Meeting is on 4 December 2020 where a Chair, Vice-Chair and 

NALC representative will be appointed.  

The DAPTC planning training diary is busy and the modules have received good 

feedback. Neil encouraged members to consider training for staff and members and 

to set the appropriate budget for this.  The planning modules encourage the ‘cherry 

picking’ of planning applications rather than considering every one.  Picking out the 

more sensitive applications that impact upon the community and giving quality 

responses is vital. 

Neil advised members that some on-line Q & A sessions with the Planning Officers at 

Dorset Council are on the table and dates are awaited.  A member requested some 

flexibility for the meetings i.e. weekdays and evenings to enable maximum 

involvement. 
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4.  Update from the 2020 DAPTC AGM 

The AGM took place virtually on 14 November 2020 with just over 80 delegates.  The 

event went very well indeed but the personal interaction was of course missed.  One 

of the Agenda items was to approve the updated DAPTC Constitution following 

consultation in summer 2020.  The first phase of the review had brought together 

terminology changes and alterations to reflect recent changes in local government in 

Dorset.  The second phase in early 2021, and leading to the next AGM, will look at the 

area committee structure to make sure it is fit for purpose going forward.  The updated   

Constitution was put to members and approved.  Neil expressed his thanks to those 

who attended the AGM. 

Area committee structures were discussed and it was noted that whilst the East of the 

County enjoys good attendance the West Dorset area is less represented.  Neil 

advised that committees need to meet more smartly; the meetings need to be relevant, 

with creative content and a workable structure, utilising a mixture of face-to-face and 

on-line. In addition they should reflect what is needed in Dorset following the 

establishment of the unitary authority.  Neil has sent out a questionnaire today asking 

for feedback: what is working and what isn’t working with regards to the area 

committees. Results from the questionnaire will be available on the website. 

5. Members’ Items 

5.1 Verwood Town Council  

The last F& GP meeting adopted the Real Living Wage for all direct employees of the 

Council from 1 April 2021.  

5.2 Vale of Allen Parish Council  

The parish has experienced an increase in damage to verges as well as some anti-

social behaviour by way of littering (including used nappies) and urinating in gardens. 

5.3 Alderholt 

The new Clerk is settling in well. Fly tipping is on the increase. One of the proposals 

in the Local Plan would entail a significant expansion of the parish in terms of new 

housing.  Members will engage in the consultation with DC to address this.  For the 

fifth year running a Christmas tree will be installed outside the village hall by 

Councillors.  

5.4 Colehill Parish Council  

The new bus shelters are in place.  As part of the Climate Emergency Strategy the 

Council has offered free trees to Colehill residents, with trees obtained at subsidised 

cost from the Woodland Trust. If successful, this initiative may be repeated in the 

future.  Extensive, and costly, work is proposed for the play area. 

5.5 Knowlton Parish Council 



 

4 
 

Some planning issues, specifically with regard to the licencing of park homes which 

are bungalows in law but caravans in practice.  Neil advised he will put this on the list 

of questions for the Planning Officers.  Planning applications have seen an Increase 

in barn conversions. 

5.6 Ferndown Town Council  

The new Town Clerk, Louise Harrison, has settled in well.  There is one Councillor 

vacancy at present. The Council has a new website.  The Christmas lights and a tree 

are planned for the town but there will be no ‘switching-on’ event due to the pandemic.  

King George V pavilion has undergone a major refurbishment and the new play area 

is open and proving to be very popular.  In addition, the new wheel park is due to open 

this week. 

5.7 Cranborne and Edmonsham 

Work on the play area is progressing, however work on the River Crane has not been 

done but will need to be completed, at some expense, next year. 

5.8 West Moors Town Council 

The previously reported anti-social behaviour has now calmed, however there are 

major problems with litter. The council’s office has re-opened today with measures in 

place against COVID.  The Christmas tree and decorations are up in the town.  Two 

members have undertaken and were impressed with the DAPTC planning training and 

this appears to have injected some new enthusiasm i.e. the Climate Emergency Action 

Plan will be put before Full Council.  Also a 5 year action plan is in the pipeline and a 

keenness to have a Neighbourhood Plan.   

5.9 Wimborne Minster  

A recent consultation by Dorset Council on ‘Dogs in Open Spaces’ has caused some 

consternation among members of the public after the Council voted in favour of it. New 

Christmas tree lights have been purchased in blue and white to recognise the work of 

the NHS during the pandemic. 

5.10 Holt Parish Council 

The Council has a new website encouraged and assisted by two new Members who 

are ‘tech savvy’.  There are problems with fly tipping. ‘Lockdown’ has had a positive 

effect on the village, with a decrease in vehicular traffic and an increase in horse riders 

and dog walkers. 

6.  Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and reserve representative to the 

Executive 

Chairman 

Cllr Steve Butler was proposed by Cllr Adrian Hibberd, seconded by Cllr Wallace and 

agreed unanimously. 
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Vice-Chairman 

Cllr Janet Wallace was proposed by Cllr Lindsey Dedden, seconded by Cllr KD 

Johnson and agreed unanimously. 

Reserve Representative 

Cllr Adrian Hibberd was proposed by Cllr Janet Wallace, seconded by Cllr KD Johnson 

and agreed unanimously 

Councillors Butler and Wallace confirmed they would be available to attend the 

Executive Meeting on 4 December 2020. 

7.  Any Other Business  

There were no further items of business to discuss. 

8.  Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting was to be advised. 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm 


