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Minutes of the DAPTC Western Area meeting 
held via Zoom, on Thursday 25 November 2021. 

 
Present: Chair – Cllr Chris Turner (Beaminster TC), Cllr John Broom (Lyme Regis TC), Wendy 

Smart (Bradpole PC), Julie Bryce (Loders PC), Cllr Belinda Bawden (Lyme Regis TC), Cllr 
Jim Basker (Bothenhampton and Walditch PC), Cllr David Langridge (Beaminster TC), Cllr 
Graham Moody (Burton Bradstock PC), Cllr Henry Lovegrove (Corscombe, Halstock & 
District PC). 

 
In Attendance: Sal Robinson (Secretary and Clerk to Chideock PC), Neil Wedge (DAPTC) 
 
 
557. Apologies were received from Cllr John Firrell (Litton Cheney PC), Cllr Dave Rickard 

(Bridport TC), Cllr Peter Noel (Charmouth PC), Dorset Ward Cllr Sarah Williams. 
 
558. Minutes. Having been previously circulated, the minutes of the Zoom meeting held on 1 July 

2021 were taken as read and were approved as a true record.  
 
559. Matters Arising from those minutes and not included on the Agenda.  

No matters were raised. 
 

560. Climate Change.  
Cllr Belinda Bawden (Lyme TC) spoke about the Carbon Literacy workshop in Lyme Regis 
which was part of the pilot of the new Town & Parish Councillor Toolkit, which will be 
launched in early 2022. The feedback was reported at the Climate Literacy presentation 
during COP26. A further town and parish councillor workshop will run in January as well as 
one for clerks and officers. 
Beaminster TC is part of the “Beaminster Earth Alliance.” 
Loders has an active climate group. 
 

561. Superfast Broadband.  
Progress is being made in Beaminster in that Openreach is installing the cable for Fibre to 
the Premises. 
 

562. Chief Executive’s Report. 

• Dorset Council has moved forward the dates for the next stages of the Governance 
Review by 2 months as about 520 – 500 consultation responses were received = far 
more than expected. 
The next consultation the items being brought forward, will start on the 28th of February, 
for 12 weeks. 
The final recommendations after the consultation go to Dorset Council for final 
resolution on  14th of July. 
Any changes that are made ‘go live’ at the next election in May 24.  

• The roll out of the online Registration of Interests has gone well – there are still some 
councils where councillors have not registered. 
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• Dorset Council, in conjunction with DAPTC, is planning a series of “Working Together” 
webinars. The first one was on the Library consultation. Details of future webinars will be 
announced in the New Year. 

• Dorset Council has promised a high-level quarterly update on Local Plan progress, 
starting in January., and for face-to-face events at a local level. 

• There is a dedicated town and parish helpline, which was not launched very well. And 
an e-mail address. 
 

563. Reports from Parish and Town Council representatives. 

• Chideock PC.  
➢ There are several issues with Rights of Way in the parish 
➢ Hell Lane, which is an unclassified highway, is causing a lot of concern but no-one at 

Dorset Council is replying to emails. 
➢ There have been further issues with water run-off from fields. 
➢ The new Dorset Air Quality Management Plan, promised for consultation in May will 

finally go to consultation 29 November for 6 weeks. (For those who don’t know, an Air 
Quality Management Area was declared in Chideock in April 2007. Since then air 
quality has got worse.) 

• Bradpole PC.  
➢ The defibrillator is installed and working, and the Red Cross is running training 

sessions for local parishioners and counsellors. A response has been made to the 
Local Governance Review consultation.1 vacancy has been filled by co-option, with 
someone interested in filling another vacancy. 

➢ The “Buzz” group is doing well and has been collecting wild flower seeds and planting 
bulbs. 

• Beaminster TC. 
➢ There have been incidents of antisocial behaviour – CCTV has been installed at the 

skate park. 
➢ New public toilets are being provided to replace the Dorset Council ones which were 

located in a Dorset Council building which is being sold. 
➢ The Christmas Lights turn on is 3 December with events in the town square. 
➢ The TC plans to provide a public toilet at the playing field pavilion. 

• Loders PC 
➢ The PC is looking at how the residents can be informed of what the PC achieves 
➢ There are 2 vacancies, with some interest 
➢ More funding to improve the River Asker is hoped for next year 
➢ The hedge which has been “laid” at the cemetery is looking good. 

• Lyme Regis TC.  
➢ 1 resignation, no election, filled by co-option – 5 people came forward! 
➢ The Christmas light turn on is on 27 November. 
➢ Langmoor Gardens – some trees have been removed. New ones will we planted as 

part of the “Queen’s Canopy” project to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. 
➢ Monitoring of the River Lim in conjunction with the Rivers Trust will start once the kit 

arrives. 
➢ The Bonfire Night event was very well attended. 
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• Bothenhampton and Walditch PC. 
➢ Governance Review - there is a meeting with Dorset Council coming up re Bridport 

TC’s preferred option, which would see Bradpole, Bothenhampton and Walditch 
parishes and the built-up part of Allington parish becoming part of a much larger 
Bridport parish. 

• Corscombe and Halstock PC. 
➢ The representative had to leave the meeting before reporting. 

• Burton Bradstock PC. 
➢ The representative had to leave the meeting before reporting and has sent the 

following information to the secretary. 
➢ Climate Change: The PC is looking at 

a) ways to make our properties (Post Office & Shop, Library, The Reading Room 
– our base) more sustainable 

b) energy saving/ generation projects 
c) switching plans for a field we own from grazing and wildflowers to trees and 

trees 
d) discussing the problem of fluvial flooding with neighbouring Bride Valley 

Parishes  
➢ There is one defibrillator in the Parish and a second is being considered. 
➢ The PC is trying to establish the need for a SID (Speed Indication Device). The 

PC would like one and are prepared to buy it, but Dorset Council says that the 
traffic isn’t breaking the speed limit by enough! 

 
564 Dates of Meetings in 2022. 

Thursday 24 February 
Thursday 26 May 
Thursday 8 September 
Thursday 24 November.. 

 
The meeting closed at 20.40. 

 
 
 
 
 Signed         Date: 24 February 2022. 
 
 

Chair 
 


