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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

EASTERN AREA (INCLUDING CHRISTCHURCH) COMMITTEE 

Draft Minutes of the Eastern Area Committee 

Tuesday 23 March 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom 
 

Present:  

Cllr Gina Logan  Alderholt Parish Council  

Cllr Adrian S Hibberd Alderholt Parish Council 

Cllr Bill Honeyman Corfe Mullen Parish Council  

Cllr K D Johnson Colehill Parish Council  

Cllr Esme Isaacs Cranborne and Edmondsham Parish Council  

Cllr Suzanne Batten Cranborne and Edmondsham Parish Council 

Cllr Terry Cordery Ferndown Town Council  

Cllr Janet Wallace Holt Parish Council  

Cllr Celia Moore Holt Parish Council 

Cllr Steve Butler Knowlton Parish Council  

Cllr Jerry Laker Knowlton Parish Council  

Cllr Stuart McLean Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

Cllr Colin Taylor Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

Cllr Alan Davies St Ives and St Leonards Parish Council 

Cllr Maureen Steel Sturminster Marshall Parish Council  

Cllr Hilary Palmer Sturminster Marshall Parish Council 

Cllr Tim Collie Vale of Allen Parish Council  

Cllr Lindsey Dedden Verwood Town Council 

Cllr Jane Russell Verwood Town Council  

Cllr Mike Hawkes West Moors Town Council 
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Cllr Colin Way West Moors Town Council 

Cllr P Bambridge West Parley Parish Council  

Cllr Carol Butter Wimborne Minster Town Council  
  

 

In Attendance: 

 

Neil Wedge Chief Executive DAPTC 

Susan Denton Eastern Area Secretary 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Emma Urquhart Colehill Parish Council  

Cllr Cathy Lugg Ferndown Town Council  

Cllr Sonia Kade Sturminster Marshall Parish Council  

 

2.  Minutes of the Last Meeting on 3 December 2020 

 

Cllr Butler of Knowlton Parish Council clarified that Agenda item 5.5 referred to 

park homes that were built as caravans but marketed as retirement bungalows. 

It was noted that ‘Sixpenny Handley Parish Council’’ should read ‘Sixpenny 

Handley with Pentridge Parish Council’.   

With these two amendments, the minutes of the meeting held on 3 December 

2020 were agreed by all. 

3. Matters Arising  

There were no matters arising.  

4. Report from DAPTC Chief Executive, Neil Wedge 

i) Community Governance Review 

After announcing the Community Governance Review in summer 2020, Dorset 

Council has written to all town and parish councils. Neil encouraged members to 

speak with their Town Clerk as the engagement and consultation process can take 

about one year.  It is an opportunity for smaller parishes to merge with other 

councils through amicable engagement.  Discussion with neighbouring parishes 

should take place before July 2021.  Neil advised that BCP has no similar plans 

going forward. 
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ii) Local Plan 

Neil informed members that DAPTC has submitted an over-arching response, 

picking out common themes, to BCP (Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole) and 

Dorset Councils following their Local Plan consultations.  Neil felt that it was clear 

that some councils had not given themselves sufficient time to formulate a 

response.  He encouraged members to be prepared for the next round of 

consultations which would be over a six-week period.  DAPTC will contact councils 

when the dates are known. 

 

iii) Summer Visitor Planning 

Neil explained that in recognition of the fact that many parts of the county had 

become overcrowded when travel restrictions were lifted last year, BCP and DC 

were planning to put measures in place to ensure there was no recurrence. A note 

would be going out to all Clerks on 24 March regarding this matter. An on-line 

briefing was planned for 31 March and Neil asked members to encourage their 

Clerks/Deputy Clerks (or Chairs if no Clerk), to take part. 

iv) Training 

Neil advised that the big challenge over the last twelve months had been the move 

from face-to-face to on-line training. 

Model Councillor Code of Conduct 

Neil drew members’ attention to the new Model Councillor Code of Conduct 

published by the Local Government Association in January, following a period of 

consultation in 2020. This had been developed to provide greater explanation and 

clarity than the previous model Code issued by NALC. This version had been 

welcomed by the Monitoring Officers of DC and BCP who were responsible for 

investigating complaints about members.  The new Code of Conduct would be 

circulated in the coming weeks, with all local councils n Dorset being encouraged 

to adopt it. Training would also be offered to help members to understand the 

changes. Members were also informed that this would be linked to the launch of 

the electronic Register of Interests being developed by Dorset Council. 

Members Induction Programme 

Neil advised that the new on-line induction programme for members was proving 

very popular, with the first two months already fully booked.  They will take place 

every month, utilising a combination of webinars and e-learning modules.  
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v) Autumn Clerks’ Conference 

The event is in the planning stages at the moment but it is hoped to be around 14 

October.  As the past year has seen an unusual way of working, one of the themes 

of the conference will be to recognise some of the work done by clerks.  It is also 

hoped to have a conference for members at some point in the autumn. 

5. Climate & Ecological Emergency – activity around the region  

Neil informed members that in addition to the resource hub, to aid councils’ 

activity in relation to the climate emergency, training (lasting a good chunk of a 

day) will be offered to whole councils or individuals.  Neil informed members that 

he was in the process of putting some dates together and would be sending out a 

survey to ascertain how many councils would be interested in taking part.   

Members were keen to think about where their particular council was in relation 

to being carbon neutral and what steps could be taken locally.  Neil advised that 

it could just be something as being the conveyors of simple messages in the 

community. Could council buildings be changed?  Small incremental changes at local 

level, perhaps joining in with other councils, to take positive action.   Neil advised 

that the aforementioned resource hub and training would be extremely useful and 

he would send the link to the Secretary for dissemination to members. 

Neil informed members that there would be a good selection of training, utilising 

daytime and evening sessions to encourage participation. 

Neil asked if any councils were already taking action in respect of the climate and 

ecological emergency: 

West Moors Town Council 

A Working Party had been set up and, after engaging with residents, a document 

had been formulated using a template from Blandford Town Council. Neil 

suggested that this be showcased on the DAPTC website and that it be circulated 

to members by the Secretary (agreed). 
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West Parley Parish Council 

There are plans to refurbish the Sports and Social Club and the council would like 

to make it as green/ecologically friendly as possible. Cllr Bambridge asked if 

there were any grants available and Neil advised that such information is on the 

resource hub referred to earlier. 

Neil advised that the training referred to earlier would enable councils to 

understand their starting point and encouraged members to take part in this. 

Members were reminded that Dorset Council would shortly be considering the 

latest version of the Climate and Ecological Emergency Strategy, as well as the 

findings from the recent public consultation.  Each individual council should look 

out for this. 

Colehill Parish Council 

The council has no buildings or vehicles but does have woodland which they are 

interested in promoting to the community. As mentioned in previous minutes the 

council has obtained and planted trees from the Woodland Trust, as well as 

various natural wildflowers. The Council (along with other councils) also subsidise 

the local village bus.  

Cranborne & Edmondsham Parish Council 

The Council also subsidise a local bus. 

6.  Feedback on Area Committees  

Neil explained that part of the constitutional review from the 2020 AGM was to 

look at area structures.  Neil was particularly pleased with the attendance and 

involvement from members in the Eastern area, which unfortunately was not 

mirrored in other areas.  It was felt that the area meetings were very valuable 

for information and feedback.  There were a lot of vacancies for members at 

present and a shortfall in people willing to chair and provide administrative 

support for the area committees.  In addition, Neil felt that parishes and towns 

within the BCP area were short-changed in terms of the support provided by 

DAPTC.  Neil will look at the feedback received from consulting with 

parishes/towns and consideration will be given as to how other areas can be 

brought to the same standard as the Eastern area.  It was acknowledged that the 

Eastern area is relatively compact and that other areas are more disparate, 

although on-line meetings present a convenient means of meeting rather than 

travelling what can often be some distance.  Any recommendations will have to be 
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presented at the AGM.  Members considered it important for DC and BCP to be 

represented at the area meetings. 

 

7. Responses to Local Plan Consultation 

Alderholt Parish Council  

The Council had harnessed the support of local residents and it was considered 

that a good submission had been made.   

Colehill Parish Council 

A significant response had been submitted, with particular concern regarding 

proposed housing developments, what was considered to be an unfair allocation of 

housing and a reaction against overdevelopment in the South East Dorset area. 

West Parley Parish Council 

A very detailed response had been made, particularly with regard to proposed 

housing developments at West Parley and Dudsbury, including concerns regarding 

insufficient infrastructure. It was noted that the consultation papers had 

included the wrong maps and cited incorrect figures for housing. 

Verwood Town Council 

A Local Plan Consultative Committee had been formed and after two special 

meetings had been able to put together a good response.  It was considered that 

the descriptions of Verwood appeared to be out-of-date. There were not many 

places in the town for housing development as considerable construction had 

already occurred in the 1990s.  It was noted that Woolsbridge Industrial Estate 

had been omitted this time.  

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge 

The plan had been thoroughly read but the response was brief as the parish had 

very minimal inclusion in the document. 

Ferndown Town Council 

A Local Plan Working Group had been set up and a thorough response made. This 

included the suggestion that rather than putting in new developments in the town, 

there should be a new town to accommodate the need for housing. Concerns had 

also been expressed about the infrastructure needed to support new 

developments. 
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West Moors Town Council 

Councillors had spent a lot of time preparing the submission, despite what were 

considered to be errors in the consultation documents.  It was considered that 

there were not many places for housing development to take place. 

St Leonards and St Ives Parish Council 

Although no housing developments had been proposed, there was recognition that 

heathland should be protected.  Concern re road systems; rat-runs and feeders 

to the industrial estates. Rural roads take a thrashing from HGVs.  Access onto 

A31 difficult because of speed and weight of traffic. Concern re potential 

developments at Matcham stadium and potential for harm to heathland.  

Recommended having establishments that have a lower footfall.  

Sturminster Marshall Parish Council 

A good response had been received from the community.  Almost double the 

allocation of housing was proposed.  Individual residents had made their responses 

too. Concern re Blandford development and potential for associated traffic using 

the village as a ‘rat-run’. 

Knowlton Parish Council 

Concern was expressed that the parish of Woodlands which exists on the 1810 

census has been re-named on the Local Plan consultation documents as ‘Whitmore’. 

General infrastructure insufficient for the area.  Difficulty with lorries on the 

C2 Horton Road. 

Members’ Comments 

Members raised concerns that the Spatial Team at Dorset Council are unfamiliar 

with the East Dorset area. 

 

8. Members’ Items 

Knowlton Parish Council 

The Neighbourhood Plan is going ahead and an in-depth response has been 

prepared for this. 

 

 

 



 

8 
 

Alderholt Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk began in August 2020 and is settling in very well.  Planning 

applications are being submitted prior to the implementation of the Local Plan 

consultation The Council has its full complement of members. Food deliveries 

continue to be made to local residents during the Covid pandemic. 

 West Moors Town Council  

Travellers had been in West Moors Town Centre Car Park having been evicted 

from Three-Legged Cross. It was considered that this demonstrated a lack of 

joined-up thinking as the transit site does not open until 1 April. 

West Parley Parish Council 

The Council now has its full complement of Councillors. A £50 grant has been 

received for the new play area.  A planning application has been submitted for the 

Community Sports and Social Club and the Council were grateful to Neil and 

DAPTC for their advice and assistance with this. 

 Verwood Town Council 

There is one member vacancy but the Council is going to defer the co-option until 

a face-to-face meeting can be achieved.   The council is pleased finally to be 

taking over the Youth Club and on 24 March would be considering policies and 

procedures for the facility. 

 Cranborne and Edmondsham Parish Council 

The response to the Local Plan consultation had been submitted and a committee 

set up to follow this up. The new seat, in memory of a former member, was in situ 

at the Coronation Gardens and was being used.  The lease for the Jubilee Gardens 

is now in the council’s possession.  Work is progressing regarding the bus shelter 

in the centre of Cranborne.  Flooding at the middle school had caused some 

problems but the area now benefitted greatly from new kerbstones and, in the 

future, bollards would be added to enhance the area even further.  There is a 

vacancy for a councillor in Edmondsham due to a resignation.  

Colehill Parish Council 

There are three member vacancies currently.  One co-option took place during 

lockdown. An application had been submitted for the NALC Local Council Award 

Scheme. The asset transfer of Church Moor Copse and Oliver’s Park Field 

mentioned at the last meeting has now been resolved.  There are a number of 

plans to improve the woodland including improving access and clearing woodland 
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and work to the benches.  A team has been formed to look at the Community 

Governance Review.  Problems with endless fly-tipping. 

Holt Parish Council  

There are problems with fly-tipping.  Increase in traffic due to new housing. Road 

surface unsuitable for type of traffic using it.  There are currently two member 

vacancies. 

Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

There had been a visit from Santa on his traction engine in December; an event 

that proved very popular amongst local children. An enormous amount of work had 

been carried out clearing overgrown shrubs and bushes around the sports field.  

A new artificial strip had been installed at the cricket pitch in advance of the 

sport being played again in line with the government’s roadmap. 

Sturminster Marshall Parish Council 

The Council is progressing with its Neighbourhood Plan. The new multi-activity 

play area is well used. The new Clerk has done a particularly good job during the 

pandemic and the parish’s volunteer force were continuing to be active. 

 Vale of Allen Parish Council 

Since the last meeting the Parish Council had been concentrating on the content 

of the Local Plan and forming an appropriate response.  

St Leonards and St Ives Parish Council 

The new Clerk and Assistant Parish Clerk had settled in well.  The Council had 

decided not to go ahead with a Neighbourhood Plan, considering it to have limited 

value and timescales that were too long.  Tenders would be evaluated for a major 

playpark project.  A SID (Speed Indicator Device) had been purchased at a cost 

of £3000 and is now operating.  This will be evaluated with a view to obtaining a 

second device. The Community Speedwatch team has been suspended due to the 

pandemic and a second team is being formed in readiness of becoming active when 

it is possible.  Restricted numbers of spaces in Moors Valley County Park had led 

to inappropriate parking in front of houses, blocking driveways. This issue is being 

addressed with DC Highways.  Council meetings continue to be held on-line. 

Corfe Mullen Parish Council 

The new Clerk has settled in very well and is working towards the CiLCA 

(Certificate in Local Council Administration) qualification.  One part of the 

recreation ground is owned by the Parish whilst the other is owned by Dorset 
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Council who have intimated that it may be used for housing in the future.  This 

has made it very difficult to make any financial decisions for its use.  It was noted 

that the dog related Public Spaces Protection Order came into force on 1 January 

2021; this had been tried previously at county level but was eventually given back 

to parishes to police. 

Ferndown Town Council 

There are two member vacancies, one to be elected in May and the other co-

opted. The Barrington Centre has undergone a partial refurbishment and it is 

hoped would be re-opened in June or July 2021.  The new Clerk has been in post 

for just over six months and this appointment looks very positive.  The new 

children’s play area and new wheel park continue to be well used with Covid-19 

measures in place. 

9. Any other business 

There was some disappointment among members at the lack of Dorset Council 

representation at area meetings.  Neil undertook to speak with the relevant 

personnel and report back to members. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation and closed the meeting at 

8.58pm. 

 


