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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

EASTERN AREA (INCLUDING CHRISTCHURCH) COMMITTEE 

Draft Minutes of the Eastern Area Committee 

Tuesday 28 October 2021 at 7.30pm 

Held at West Moors Pavilion 
 

Present:  

Cllr Adrian Hibberd Alderholt Parish Council 

Cllr Andrew Todd Colehill Parish Council 

Cllr Esme Isaacs Cranborne & Edmonsham Parish Council  

Cllr Terry Cordery Ferndown Town Council  

Cllr Janet Wallace Holt Parish Council  

Cllr Steve Butler Knowlton Parish Council – Chairman  

Cllr Stuart McLean Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge 

Cllr Lindsey Dedden Verwood Town Council 

Cllr Jane Russell Verwood Town Council  

Cllr Andrew Parry West Parley Parish Council  

Cllr Diann March Wimborne Minster Town Council  
  

 

In Attendance: 

Susan Denton DAPTC Eastern Area Secretary  
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1. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Gina Logan Alderholt Parish Council 

Cllr K D Johnson Corfe Mullen Town Council  

Cllr Cathy Lugg Ferndown Town Council  

Cllr Bob Hutchings Highcliffe and Walkford Parish Council  

Trish Jamieson Highcliffe and Walkford Parish Council  

Cllr Celia Moore Holt Parish Council 

Cllr Colin Taylor Sixpenny Handley with Pentridge Parish Council 

Cllr Sonia Kade Sturminster Marshall Parish Council  

Cllr Hilary Palmer Sturminster Marshall Parish Council  

Cllr Tony Willats West Moors Town Council 

Cllr Carol Butter Wimborne Minster Town Council  

Neil Wedge Chief Executive Officer, DAPTC 

 

2.  Minutes of the Last Meeting on 13 July 2021 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2021 were agreed. 

3.  Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

4.  Andrew Parry, DCC’s Portfolio Holder for Children, Education, Skills and 

Early Help.  Members thanked Cllr Parry for his interesting and informative 

presentation. Copies of Cllr Parry’s slides will be circulated to representatives of 

DAPTC Eastern area councils.   

5.    Poole Crematorium 

Cllr Butler expressed concern regarding the new arrangements for cremation after 

facilities at Poole have been condemned.  This entails a service at Poole followed by 

transportation of the person’s body to Bournemouth for cremation, followed by 

collection of ashes from Bournemouth.  Cllr Parry advised that contact be made with 

Cllr Laura Miller, Cabinet Member for Customer and Community Services, Dorset 

Council. 

6.  Chief Executive’s Report 

The Chief Executive had given his apologies due to holiday.  Cllr Wallace reminded 

members that the DAPTC AGM was on Saturday 13 November via Zoom. All packs 

should have been received by those attending.  The majority of DAPTC training 

continues on line.  The planning training has been very well received as has the 
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Chief Executive’s weekly email.  The deadline for Code of Conduct forms is 31 

October 2021.  Cllr Wallace advised members that she and Cllr K D Johnson 

(Corfe Mullen Town Council) had attended the NALC AGM via Zoom, which had 

attracted 120 attendees. 

7.  Around the Councils – what’s happening in each patch 

Alderholt Parish Council 

The council has resumed face-to-face meetings. The Neighbourhood Plan is 

moving forward and the results of the Local Plan consultation are awaited. The 

new Clerk is moving forward positively and things seem to have settled down in 

the parish. The council is to commence a community orchards project. 

Verwood Town Council 

The Town Clerk is retiring after many years’ service.  A new Clerk has been 

appointed who will work with the current clerk until the end of February to ensure 

a smooth handover period. The standard of applications was very high indeed and 

the process ran smoothly, with thanks to Neil Edge, Chief Executive Officer at 

DAPTC. The council has its full complement of members.  The Town council has 

taken over the running of the Youth Centre, have appointed a new Youth Worker 

and, to address some issues, will be installing CCTV.   

Sixpenny Handley Parish Council 

The Council has its full complement of Councillors.  Some work has taken place to 

the trees in the parish. Outdoor gym equipment is to be sited on the recreation 

ground.  The artificial wicket and net have been replaced to encourage the playing 

of cricket.  Some work has taken place to a hedgerow which has resulted in it 

being somewhat shorter than anticipated.  The council has responded 

appropriately. 

Colehill Parish Council 

The Council has resumed face-to-face meetings. Work is continuing on the 

Neighbourhood Plan and residents have taken the opportunity to input their views.  

A ‘tree give-away’ is taking place, enabling residents to turn up and be provided 

with a ‘whip’ for them to plant.  There have been three Councillor resignations and 

a recruitment drive is on to replace them.  The traffic problems around Beaucroft 

School continue. 

West Parley Town Council 
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There are currently three vacancies and the co-option process is taking place to 

fill these.  Activity has begun on the new housing site near Parley Cross.  Face-

to-face meetings resumed in May and these are taking place at the MS centre, 

although it is hoped that a permanent home will be found in the future at the 

social club, although it is acknowledged that this requires considerable work to 

make it fit for purpose. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations will clash with 

Bournemouth 7’s so the proposed plans are under review. 

Ferndown Town Council 

A resignation has led to one Councillor vacancy; selection for this will take place 

in March.  The Council has taken on the lease for the Barrington Centre and whilst 

some refurbishment has taken place, further work is still needed in some areas.  

Dorset Council’s support of the project is acknowledged.  The centre is partially 

open and other areas will follow suit within the next few weeks.  A new centre 

manager has been appointed and progress is being made. Credit must also be given 

to the Town Council staff for their help.  The refreshment kiosk on KGV Fields is 

now open and the new children’s play park continues to be popular.  Four tennis 

courts have been re-surfaced and is benefitting from a family membership 

scheme through the Lawn Tennis Association.  The Tennis Club have a new lease 

and continue to make good use of the facilities. The Youth Club continues to be 

well attended. 

Cranborne & Edmonsham Parish Council 

Face-to-face meetings have resumed.  Two electric charging points are planned 

for the square. Problems have been experienced with the River Crane, but delays 

in solving issues due to the area being a SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) 

and COVID.  However, an inspection has now taken place so some progress is 

anticipated.  There is one Councillor vacancy; with the hope that a young person 

may put themselves forward to fill this. 

Holt Parish Council 

Face-to-face meetings have resumed.  A controversial planning application led to 

over 50 people requesting attendance at a meeting.  Use of the village hall for 

this meeting was negotiated, however numbers had to be reduced to take account 

of social distancing etc. Fly tipping continues on the heath.  Liaison is taking place 

with DC Highways due to the impact of traffic on the heath, caused by 

bottlenecks at Canford Bottom.  Some woodland has been acquired and it is hoped 

to create a common woodland. 

Wimborne Minster Town Council 
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The council has its full complement of Councillors but has not yet resumed face-

to-face meetings. There are continuing problems with graffiti in the town which 

is being addressed. The Queen’s Jubilee Queen Canopy Tree Trail starts on 27 

October.  This entails planting a tree for each month of the Queen’s platinum 

jubilee years.  Discussions are taking place regarding the work of dog wardens 

and whether, to save money, this work could be carried out by the Council instead 

of Dorset Council.  Speedwatch is to re-start in the future.  Wimborne Market is 

closing on 19 December ’21, and some stall holders have been offered space in the 

Allendale Centre from January 2022. 

8.   Any Other Business 

Cllr March (Wimborne Minster Town Council) had requested that feedback be 

given on the Local Plan and planning applications, however Cllr Butler had not 

received the email from the Secretary containing this request.  These issues will 

be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 

9.   Next Meeting 

Members will be advised of the venue, date and time of the next meeting. 

 


