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DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee meeting held on Wednesday 26th January 2022 at 7pm via online 

Zoom link 

Chairman: Peter Bowyer   

Secretary:    Emily Blake  

Present:     Jon Davey West Lulworth Parish Council 

       Pete Christie   Langton Matravers Parish Council 

  Debbie Weller Wareham St Martin Parish Council 

  

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received and noted from: 

Sue Acland Bloxworth Parish Meeting 

Micki Attridge Lytchett Matravers Parish Council  

Alex Brenton Lytchett Matravers & Upton Ward Member 

Nigel Hill  Moreton Parish Council 

Sarah Jackson West Lulworth Parish Council 

Roger Khanna Worth Matravers Parish Council 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11 August 2021 were agreed as an accurate 
representation and would be signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. DAPTC Chief Executive’s Report 

Weekly newsletters are being sent by DAPTC.  If you are not receiving them you should contact your 

Clerk in the first instance. 

 
5. Chairs Update – report from DAPTC Executive meeting 
Chairman Peter Bowyer reported on the latest DAPTC Executive meeting.   
a) Future webinar of government review of parishes, details will be sent by DAPTC. 
b) There are new modules for training for new councillors and Code of Conduct.   
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c) Two sets of persons had been nominated to represent Dorset and attend the Buckingham Palace 
garden party.  Restrictions meant that only one set could attend so it was agreed that those that had 
been nominated in the past should be given the opportunity to attend. 
d) There were suggested changes to the DAPTC Strategy group (set up to look at the direction of 
DAPTC) with a view to reporting recommendations in summer to be adopted at the AGM in November.   
No decisions were made as it was felt that, for geographical representation, Purbeck was 
overrepresented. 
e) DAPTC has 3 posts available on the Partnership Board of the Dorset AONB.  There is still a vacancy 
on the Cranborne Chase AONB and it had been hoped that the DAPTC Chief Executive would attend.  
The next meeting is scheduled for 26 May. 
f) A letter from Lytchett Matravers Parish Council was sent to David Walsh, Portfolio Holder for Planning, 
as to how he perceived the role of parish and town councils in planning.  

Have previously expressed concern at the absence of yellow site notices, changes to tree works 
applications and ceasing to send neighbour notifications.  Dorset Council appear to be taking note of 
those concerns and Neil Wedge is in the process of setting up a webinar for parish/town councils and 
officers of Dorset Council to give councils opportunity to comment on the planning process.  Ms Weller 
reported that she would be attending the webinar to put forward concerns and evidence of how the 
current system is not working. 
g) It was stated that, as part of the transformation process, enforcement was now assigned to planning 
case officers.  It was felt that this could potentially cause a conflict as Dorset Planning have a planning 
function to facilitate development and enforcement could limit or control development. 
Concern had been raised within the Executive Committee that it was not always clear who the Case 
Officer was until the Officer’s Report had been published. 
h) Dorset Climate Action Network had contacted Dorset Council to request lower housing numbers, 

greater prominence for affordable and social housing and also compatibility with the Planning and 

Emergency Strategy.  Dorset Council had responded to say they were working on similar matters.  

Recently, Dorset Council reported they would make representation to the Secretary of State, Michael 

Gove, to ask for an extension to the Dorset Council Local Plan to 2026 and that Dorset is seen as a 

special case with greater priority needs over the standard method for calculating housing numbers. 

Dorset CPRE were expected to issue support for housing numbers based on the needs of Dorset 
residents rather than imposed calculations from London. 
i) Consultation on the main modifications for the Purbeck Local Plan had ended on Monday.  It is unclear 
if further consultation will be undertaken.  The Inspector could rule that the Plan is unsound. 

j) There is a virtual NALC lobby day scheduled in March.  It is unclear who will be attending apart from 
DAPTC’s NALC representative Janet. 
k) Parish Councils have asked to be able to continue meetings online but the government have had no 
time to discuss the request.  If local councils have a scheme of delegation in place then they can still 
hold virtual meetings but will have to hold the precept meeting in person and have to hold at least four 
face to face meetings in a year. 
l) Langton Matravers have joined other local councils and signed up to the Dorset Climate Action 
Network Plan. 
m) The Chairman reported that the DAPTC Strategy Working Group are to be looking at area 
committees.  A request was made to have clearer agenda items and a suggestion to attach the Chair’s 
update report to the agenda was desired. 
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6. Local Concerns and Issues 
a) There was a discussion on motions at council meetings and how split votes are dealt with.  One 
council Chairman writes their voting decision down so if they are called to give a deciding vote it is 
transparent  
b) Councillor Christie reported that the Executive meeting had discussed the difficulty of getting new 
councillors and clerks.  Currently Langton Matravers has two vacancies and are looking to co-opt but 
need to have an election to ensure their General Power of Competence.  In contrast, playground funding 
had gotten a tremendous response with circa £35,000 being raised. 
Ms Weller reported similar circumstances with three councillor vacancies currently, which was unheard 
of prior to the pandemic.  It was felt that younger couples are usually both working and therefore they 
have little time to commit.  Criticism of parish councils was commonplace despite many people being 
unaware of what is the responsibility and role of parish councils. 
There are also councillor vacancies in West Lulworth, thought to be partly due to the proliferation of 
second homes and holiday lets and the lack of affordable housing.  Councillor vacancies were thought 
to be a Dorset-wide problem and in need of addressing. 
c) A lack of documents on the DC planning website was reported to be increasingly common. 
Blandford Town Council were believed to have a policy that if there is insufficient information within a 
planning application then the Council object. 
Tree work applications were being submitted with no photographs and Dorset Council’s policy does not 
insist on them.  Tree officers are still not attending sites and parish and town councils are unable to as 
applicant contact details are no longer provided.  It was questioned how an informed decision can be 
made if there are no photographs of what trees are to be felled? 
d) Recent information had been received that Durdle Door has changed opening to all year round.  It 
was becoming increasingly hard to find out which officer to contact. 
e) Studland Parish Council are deciding whether to do a Neighbourhood Plan [NP].  Information given 
by the DAPTC NP training was that there needs to be a minimum of 3 councillors on a steering 
committee for a NP.  Formation of a NP is at least two years - Arne Parish Council took about two years, 
Wareham Town Council about three years. 
Wareham St Martin Parish Council had agreed there is nowhere to develop so no need for a NP. 
f) Within the Dorset Local Plan every community will be able to receive up to 30 houses unallocated 
allocations.  If an area has a rural exception site, that can now accommodate up to 30 houses and 
concern was raised that this could lead to a compromising of ensuring there are a range of tenures on 
rural exception sites. 
The recent Iceni Housing Needs Assessment¹ report suggested that housing numbers could be reduced 

for Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole but increased for Dorset. 
The Chairman informed the meeting that restrictions on Purbeck council houses had been put in place 
so that only persons within the Purbeck District Council area could apply for those houses.  With the 
creation of the Dorset Council the buying restrictions now apply to anyone within the Dorset area.  If the 
property is not sold then there is a pressure to remove that restriction. 
g) Secretary of State, Michael Gove, had reported that he was looking to introduce (in April 2023) a 
condition that holiday homes would have to prove that they are available to let for at least seventy days 
per year or they would not be able to claim business rates relief. 
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7. Summary and Actions 
i. Information/guidance to all councils that they are able to object or defer if there is insufficient 

information in planning applications. 
ii. Need for a recruitment of councillors plan, preferably from DAPTC. 
iii. Keep up pressure on planning concerns 
iv. Clear specification in agenda on what local concerns are to encourage attendance. 
v. Newsletter and update prior to the meeting including a Chair’s Report.   

 
8. Dates and Items for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 20 April 2022 at 7pm. 
 
The meeting ended at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Reference: 

¹ Iceni Housing Needs Report: 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/2012718/Housing+Needs+Assessment.pdf/caac9

843-8acc-66bd-91f3-554b75c70091 
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