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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

CENTRAL AREA COMMITTEE 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 12 February 2019 

at County Hall, Dorchester 
 
Present:  Cllr Barry Cerne Valley Parish Council (Vice-Chairman) – in the Chair 
  Cllr Diamond Broadmayne Parish Council 
  Cllr Toogood Broadmayne Parish Council 
  Cllr Goff Maiden Newton Parish Council 
  Mrs Eastment Melcombe Horsey Parish Council (Clerk) 

Cllr Lock Piddle Valley Parish Council 
Cllr Mailer Piddle Valley Parish Council 
Cllr Wild Portland Town Council 
Cllr Aylott Stratton Parish Council 
Cllr Baker Toller Porcorum Parish Council 
Ms Biscombe Weymouth Town Council (Clerk) 

   
Also present:   Kirsty Riglar Secretary – Central Area Committee  
   
     
1/19.  Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
 Cllr Thacker  Knightsford Parish Council (Chairman) 
 Representatives of Bishops Caundle Parish Council 
 Cllr Hampton  Cheselbourne Parish Council 
 Cllr Falkingham Maiden Newton Parish Council 
 Hilary Trevorah Chief Executive - DAPTC 
    
2/19.  Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 November 2018 were confirmed as a true and 
accurate record of the last meeting and signed by the Vice-Chairman. 
 
3/19. Report from DAPTC Chief Executive 

The Committee noted the written report from the DAPTC Chief Executive which focussed 
predominantly on local government reorganisation, particularly the decision made by the 
Shadow Dorset Council in respect of the involvement of parish and town councils in the 
process to refer planning applications to a committee for determination.  The report also 
provided updates on the membership of the DAPTC Executive Committee and training and 
events for 2019. 
 
4/19. Dorset Councils Partnership update 
The Committee noted the written Dorset Councils Partnership update which focussed on 
local government reorganisation and recent decisions made by the three councils.  This also 
provided an update on decisions about the shape of Weymouth Town Council.  The Vice-
Chairman welcomed the new Town Clerk, Ms Jane Biscombe, to the meeting. 
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5/19. Housing and Homelessness Forum 

In the absence of a report from Cllr Falkingham, the Vice-Chairman moved to the next item. 
 
6/19.  Community Safety update 

In the absence of a report from Cllr Thacker, the Vice-Chairman moved to the next item. 
 
7/19. DorBAG update 

The Committee noted the written update submitted by Mrs Eastment. 
 
8/19. Motion from Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council 

The Committee considered a Motion submitted by Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council relating 
to the establishment of 20mph speed limits in towns and villages to encourage sustainable 
travel.  The Vice-Chairman reported that the Executive Committee had agreed that this 
Motion would not go forward to the AGM but should be circulated to the area meetings for 
their views. 
 
It was noted that Dorset Highways were not in favour of the introduction of 20mph speed 
limits. A lot of work was required to prove the case for the need for such limits and they were 
only likely to be implemented in areas of perceived need, for instance on roads past schools.   
It was also noted that such limits were not supported or enforced by Dorset Police.   
 
Members shared their experiences of seeking to reduce the speed of vehicles travelling 
through villages.  Evidence from Community Speedwatch initiatives in some areas had 
demonstrated that it was difficult to encourage some drivers to observe 30mph speed limits 
and that these tended to be local residents.  It was also noted that vehicle speed tended to 
be perceived as higher than actual speeds and that initiatives such as the Rural Roads 
Protocol had could have a greater impact in rural areas. 
 
In general, it was acknowledged that rural village roads were very different to those in urban 
residential areas, where pilot schemes had proven to be successful, and it was unlikely that 
20mph speed limits would achieve any significant reduction in speed in villages.  
 
In relation to the Motion, the Committee were split between supporting the call for 20mph 
speed limits and acknowledging that these were largely unenforceable and therefore 
inappropriate in rural settings. 
 
9/19.  Members’ items 

In response to a Member’s question, the Vice-Chairman explained that the Executive 
Committee were considering how best the local councils in Dorset could engage with the 
new Dorset Council, particularly in relation to planning.  It was noted that as the new council 
became established following the elections in May it would take some time for the methods 
of engagement to filter down to parish and town councils.  The Committee was informed that 
the Constitution of the new council provided for three area planning committees in addition to 
a strategic planning committee.  These would deal with the applications currently within the 
planning system of the borough and district councils.  It was noted that it might be 
appropriate for the DAPTC area committees to be aligned with those planning committee 
areas.   
 
Members also expressed their dissatisfaction at the new planning software system now in 
use by the Dorset Councils Partnership and considered that this was less user friendly than 
the previous system. 
 
In relation to local government reorganisation, it was explained that no decisions had been 
made about the future of any of the current councils’ buildings as the focus of work at the 
moment was to ensure that the council was safe and legal on 1 April 2019. 
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In response to a Member’s question, it was noted that the Dorset Waste Partnership would 
be continuing its service unchanged for the time being.   
 
10/19.  Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 4 June 2019, potentially at Cerne 
Abbas Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:05pm. 
 
 

 
Signed_______________________________ Date_____________________ 
 
Cllr Jill Barry (Vice-Chairman) 
Chairman 


