
 

 

 
 

Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils 
Northern Area Committee 

 
Minutes of AGM meeting held on Wednesday 16th October 2019 
at Shaftesbury Town hall, Shaftesbury, SP7 8LY. 7 pm start 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

Present:  
Cllr Mike Jones (Chair)   Iwerne Minster Parish Council (IMPC) 
Cllr Tim Hill     Charlton Marshall Parish Council (CMPC) 
Cllr Philip Smith    Milborne St Andrew PC (MSAPC) 
Cllr Pam Eaton    South Tarrant Valley PC (STVPC) 
Cllr Clemency Wilkins    Stour Provost PC (TSPC) 
Cllr Paul Bowe    Stour Provost PC (TSPC)  
Cllr David Webber    Melbury Abbas & Cann PC (MA&CPC) 
Cllr Tim Cook     Shaftesbury Town Council (STC) 
Cllr Martin Jones    Sturminster Newton Town Council (SNTC) 
Cllr Donna Toye    Gillingham Town Council (GTC) 
 
 

In attendance:  
Cllr Anthony Alford Dorset Council – Eggardon Ward (Portfolio Holder for Customer, 

Community and Regulatory Services) 
 
Zoe Moxham     Secretary Northern Area, DAPTC 
  
Apologies  
Hilary Trevorah    Chief Executive, DAPTC 
Cllr Haydn White    Blandford Forum Town Council (BFTC) 
Cllr John Stayt    Blandford St Mary PC (BSMPC) 
Cllr Graham Carr-Jones   Dorset Council - Stalbridge and Marnhull Ward 
Susan Harris (Clerk)    Stourton Caundle Parish Council (SCPC) 
Lizzie Kingsbury (Clerk)    Iwerne Courtney and Steepleton Parish Council 
Marianne Wheatley (Clerk)   Compton Abbas Parish Council 
Andrew Riggs (Clerk)    Hanford Parish Meeting 
 

 
 
1. Minutes of the meeting held on 17th July 2019 and Matters Arising 

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th July 2019 had been previously circulated. 
The minutes were and signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.  
Matters Arising concerned Climate Change, see Chairman’s Report and an update 
regarding the A350 Group. 
 

2. Apologies 
See above. 

 
3. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman gave his report as appended in these minutes. (Appendix A) 



 

 

Subjects included –  

• Climate Change 

• DAPTC Motions 
The chairman reported also that there were concerns expressed that not all DAPTC information 
was being passed on from Town and Parish Clerks to their Councillors. He suggested that 
Councillors may like to submit their emails to DAPTC to receive the emails directly. 
 
Cllr Jones (SNTC) – Expressed concern that Neighbourhood Plan policies were not being given 
enough weight when it came to planning decisions and was concerned that they would only be 
valid for two years. Cllr Webber (MA&CPC) responded to say this had not been the case in 
Shillingstone regarding a recent planning application. 

 
4. Reports from Representatives 

 
Northern Dorset LAG - This is now finished. 

 
Travellers & Gypsies – A Traveller and Gypsy Liaison Officer is needed. 
 
Blandford Leisure Centre – Cllr Hill (CMPC) gave a report on Blandford Leisure Centre 
Consultative Group meeting held Tuesday October 15th at Nordon, as appended in these 
minutes. (Appendix C) 
 
It was reported that Blandford Leisure Centre has a very successful referral system and works 
closely with local GP’s, currently there are 26 people that have been referred for a 6-week 
course. 
 
Concern was expressed that local Town and Parish Councils are being asked for funds for the 
Blandford Leisure Centre (Everyone Active) which is managed by SLM a management company 
but that the accounts are not published to show where the money granted is being used. 
Councillor Hill (CMPC) responded that the contract with SLM is in place until 2021 and that 
negotiations were taking place between this management company and Dorset Council. 

 
5. Election of Chairman 

It was proposed and resolved that Cllr Mike Jones be elected as Chairman. 
 
6. Election of Vice-Chairman 

There were no volunteers to fill the role as Vice-Chairman. 
 
7. Election of representatives to the DAPTC Executive 

There were no volunteers to become a representative to the DAPTC Executive. 
 
8. Report from Dorset Council 

Councillor Alford (Dorset Council – Eggardon Ward -Portfolio Holder for Customer, Community 
and Regulatory Services) gave his report as appended in these minutes. (Appendix D) 
 
Cllr Alford reported that he was unaware of a two-year rule for Neighbourhood Plans, however he 
would made enquiries on this subject. 
 
Concern was expressed regarding Council Tax rate changes across Dorset and it was asked why 
the changes are not affecting Portland.  
Cllr Alford responded that he would investigate this matter. 
 
Cllr Alford opened the floor to questions; 
 
Cllr Webber (MA&CPC) questioned the logic behind closing down most of the Adult Services in 
North Dorset which has resulted in many people travelling miles to attend Adult services in South 
Dorset, in a time of climate emergency it has increased pollution by increasing the mileage 



 

 

individuals travel. 
Cllr Alford responded that he would feed this comment back to Dorset Council. 
 
Cllr Hill (CMPC) asked whether Steven Hill was still with Dorset Council and would like to pass on 
thanks for all his hard work.  
Cllr Alford responded that Steven Hill had left Dorset Council, and would pass on the message. 
 
Cllr Eaton (STVPC) expressed concern that planning departments and legislation does little 
regarding climate emergency considerations when it comes to new developments.  
Cllr Alford responded that he foresees a lot regarding climate change and carbon emissions in 
the planning policies when it comes to Dorset Council’s Local Plan, (aiming to be published 
2023.) 
 
Cllr Smith (MSAPC) expressed his dismay at so much public money being spent on climate 
emergency, feeling strongly that it is a waste of time and money and that it should be spent on 
adult education. 
Cllr Alford responded that currently no money had been spent on this project other than Officers 
time. He reported that when the Climate Emergency proposal was put to Dorset’s Full Council 
there was overwhelming support, however he would feedback these comments. 
 
Cllr Bowe (TSPC) stated the he was looking forward to the workshops planned and improving 
relationships with Dorset Council. 
 
Cllr Toye (GTC) stated that she was looking forward to improving the links of communication with 
Dorset Council. 
Cllr Alford responded that over these past few months, a lot of work has been going on behind 
the scenes and that communication should improve. 
 
Cllr Jones (SNTC) expressed concern that his Council was billed for receiving planning advice 
from Dorset Council planning department which previously had not been the case when Town 
Councils phone in with questions. 
Cllr Alford responded that there is a fee for pre-app advice. 
 
Cllr Jones (SNTC) expressed concern that local Councils are being charged to use their local 
Recycling Centres which seems unfair especially in cases when Councils are disposing of fly-
tipping waste. 
Cllr Alford responded that fly tipping is a huge aggravation to both local Councils and District 
Councils and that as a Council they are trying their best to put an end to it. 
 
Cllr Jones (IMPC) asked whether the change to a Unitary Council had saved money. 
Cllr Alford responded that money has been saved due to staff cuts and that more savings are yet 
to be made, but the Council is still in the transition process. However, there is a projected 
overspend due to Adult and Children’s services which is due to be discussed at the next Cabinet 
meeting. 
 
Cllr Smith (MSAPC) and Cllr Webber (MA&CPC) expressed concern that they had both heard 
this exact speech stating ‘overspend due to Adult and Children’s services.’ 
Cllr Alford responded that despite hearing it multiple times does not make it untrue. 
 
Cllr Webber (MA&CPC) expressed concern regarding communication between Dorset Council’s 
planning department and local Councils and gave an example of a planning application in his 
Parish that Dorset Council had not brought to their attention to comment on. 
Cllr Alford responded that over these past few months, a lot of work has been going on behind 
the scenes and that communication should improve. 
 
 



 

 

Cllr Jones (SNTC) stated that local Councils should be doing all that they can to support Dorset 
Council through this transitional time and that Councillors should bear in mind that changing to a 
Unitary Council in Cornwall has saved an estimated 10 Million pounds. 
 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Alford for attending the meeting and Cllr Alford left. 
 
 
9. DAPTC CE Report 
The Chairman read out the report from Hilary Trevorah as appended in these minutes.  
(Appendix B) 
Subjects included –  

• Dorset Council workshops  

• Communication with Dorset Council  

• Code of Conduct Training 

• Progress of DAPTC AGM arrangements 

• DAPTC events. 
 

10.  Date for next meeting 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 15th January 2020 – Venue to be arranged. 
 
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.47pm. The Chairman thanked everyone for 
attending.  

 
These Minutes are in Draft form, until they are ‘signed off’ at the next meeting. 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………....  Dated:………………… ………..  
 Chairman  

 



 

 

Appendix A 
 
NA DAPTC Chairman’s Report. 
 
It has been my practice to use my report to give an update regarding proceedings at the 
Executive Committee and to report on other matters of interest. 
On Saturday, 21/09/19, the Executive Committee met. The main purpose of the meeting was to 
debate the Motions submitted by member councils in order to decide which ones should go 
forward to NALC and to the DAPTC AGM. 
Of course, other issues were on the Agenda. Of the 12 motions, Motions 6 and 11 were approved 
to go forward to NALC and to the DAPTC AGM. I reproduce them below: 
Motion 6 
Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council proposes that NALC vigorously lobby central government to 
amend paragraph 14(a) of the Nation Planning Policy Framework (Feb.2019) to allow 
Neighbourhood Plans to be considered valid with full planning weight for a 5-year period rather 
than the current 2 year period. 
Motion 11 
Langton Matravers Parish Council proposes that DAPTC lobby Dorset Council to amend its 
Planning Policy (in accordance with Revised NPPF Feb 2019 Clause 175)to the effect that in all 
construction developments, the felling of any mature Native British Species (NBS) tree will only 
be allowed as a last resort, and then only if it is replaced (at developer expense)with three 
(3)NBS tree saplings, container grown from a credited source, and be no less than 3.5m tall. 
Should the construction site in question be unable to accommodate such a number, a suitable 
alternative site will be identified within the Parish where the development is taking place. 
Other motions may still go forward to the AGM.  There will be representatives from Dorset 
Council at the AGM and it was felt they should see the strength of feeling regarding the issues 
identified by Parishes and Towns. Several motions were put forward by councils local to us 
notably Bryanston and Blandford. 
The Bryanston Motion suggested that each councillor be provided with their own .gov address. 
NALC were sympathetic in that they agreed a .gov address would look professional, but they 
were concerned about GDPR issues, and they pointed out that separate addresses could be 
achieved via what is now available. 
The Blandford TC Motion, concerned a belief that it was unreasonable to charge councils as a 
business when disposing of waste, particularly when that waste comes about as a result of  Fly-
tipping. 
Other Motions were submitted by Okeford Fitzpaine regarding 20mph speed limits and from 
Hazelbury Bryan, Motion 6, see above. 
As I said there were other issues. Most notably we were introduced to the new DAPTC website, it 
is not yet ‘live’. 
Another issue was the system of making contact with County Councillors and the Council. I 
cannot elaborate on this as it was marked Confidential. Apparently, it has been sent to Clerks, 
most Cllrs know nothing about it. Most Clerks are very good and pass on everything, some, it 
appears, filter. That is why meetings like this are so important. 
I proposed that all, but particularly the glossy end of year DAPTC Report be on-line only, it was 
discussed but a vote was not taken. I have requested that it comes up again at the next meeting 
and that Climate Change becomes a regular agenda item. 
This was the longest meeting, at just over 4 hours, I have ever attended but given that there were 
so many Motions and 27 attachments, it was to be expected. 
I shall end with some reminders: 
The AGM of the DAPTC is on Saturday Nov 9th at Dorchester. 
This Thursday meeting of the Council is being live streamed, 
A final reminder the Cllr Highways Satisfaction Survey has to be submitted this week (18/10/19). 
Since the meeting a letter about a letter was sent out from the DAPTC office regarding concern 
over the way the Council Tax Base is calculated. The CE alludes to the letter in her report. 
 
MTJ 
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Appendix C 
 
Report on Blandford Leisure Centre Consultative Group held Tuesday October 15 at Nordon. 
Not helped by missing persons (at least 6). Tony Hurley seems to have a new DC 
post, but no-one came in his place, although Paul Rutter’s name was mentioned (formerly 
Christchurch Council Leisure Services). Paul Scothern, from Dorset Council, was present but 
he indicated that he could not make the January 2020 meeting. Cllr Tony Alford was also 
mentioned as Portfolio Holder for Customer, Community and Regulatory Services. The 
retirement of the knowledgeable and organised Lt Col Bob Brannigan is a severe loss, both 
to this group and the Blandford Army base. 
It would seem that the work done on a post 2019 contract will be finalised next 
week and presented to Dorset Council. A consultancy is involved in this and beyond 
(@£30k) and another firm is looking at the condition of all 6 sets of buildings (@ £40k). A 
new overall scheme should be in place by 2022 but there are massive problems in 
equalisation when the huge grants provided to fund Ferndown are compared with those to 
Weymouth and Blandford. 
So, the hope remains that parishes will contribute to BLC this year. Allied to this 
should be a Newsletter. However, events have contrived to prevent the ‘good news’ edition 
which was due for the summer. I reminded those who matter that November should be the 
month to send out the ‘begging’ Newsletter. The actual effectiveness of that was 
questioned anyway. The production of a Newsletter in a couple of weeks was considered to 
be impossible so there will not be one until January or February. 
One member, at his first meeting, suggested that getting the news to Parish Councils 
had to involve human contact at meetings and preferably while the precept was on the 
agenda to be discussed. This was done some time ago by the current Chair, Steve Hitchings. 
However, it is difficult to persuade anyone if the management company does not produce 
accounts for individual leisure centres. This point was emphasised. Freedom of Information 
was mentioned, but this is a sensitive time with so much effort being put into producing a 
contract and report which must involve discussions with SLM/Everyone Active, so it was felt 
recourse to that at this juncture might not be helpful, although it does not help me either!
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