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DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee meeting held  
on Wednesday 16th January 2019 at Wareham Town Hall 

 
Chairman:  Peter Bowyer 
Secretary:  Ali Burnett 
 
Present:     Tina Foster              Studland Parish Council 
     Josephine Parish       Corfe Castle Parish Council  

 Keith Norris               Lytchett Minster 
     June Richards           Lytchett Matravers and Upton Town Council 

 Pete Christie              Langton Matravers Parish Council  
 Collette Drayson        Langton Matravers Parish Council 
 Sarah Jackson           West Lulworth Parish Council    
 Mike Bonfield             Swanage Town Council  

                                         Mel Loveless  Wool Parish Council 
    Terry Newberry           Chaldon Herring Parish Council 
               Tara Bailey              Wareham Town Council 
    Jon Davey  West Lulworth Parish Council  
    C E Turner               Wareham Town Council 
    Avril Harris  Swanage Town Council  
      
 

 
1. Welcome 

The Chair welcomed the group and advised them that the meeting is recorded.  
 

2.  To receive apologies for absence 
 
Apologies have been received from: 
 
Hilary Trevorah   DAPTC 
Debbie Weller    Wareham St Martin Parish Council  
Ruth Evans   Winfrith Newburgh and East Knighton Parish Council 
Ron Burns                     Lytchett Minster and Upton Town Council 
Roger Khanna   Worth Matravers Parish Council  
Martin Colvey    Lytchett Matravers Parish Council  
Julie Wright   East Stoke Parish Council  
Lindsay Hole   Morden Parish Council  
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3. To approve minutes of the meeting held on the 21st November 2018. The minutes were approved as 

accurate; this was proposed by Mike Bonfield, seconded by Keith Norris, all in favour.  
 

4. To consider any matters within the minutes that require updating or clarification .The Actions arising 
were circulated prior to the meeting. Jon Davey said that in the last minutes he had raised that 25% of 
homes planned under the small site allocation for Purbeck were designated in West Lulworth. Subsequent 
to the meeting PDC have said that they would look favourably on planning applications proposed under 
several policies, including the small sites policy. This is an indication to developers that applications on 
these sites are likely to receive support. Bridget Downton has suggested she will remove this particular 
clause from the plan. 
Peter Bowyer clarified that Bridget Downton and Gary Suttle are able to make amendments to the pre-
submission plan if they are both in agreement prior to the plan going to the inspector. Some parties are 
willing to meet with the inspector; The Purbeck Society and PPAC have both requested a meeting with the 
inspector regarding the small sites policy. 
Sarah Jackson reported that at a recent planning meeting a Councillor had declared he had concerns 
about a specific application because it was included in the Purbeck Plan ‘and when included in the 
Purbeck Plan it is half way to approval’. Nobody present at the planning meeting had contested this 
sentiment. 
 

5. Reports on ongoing matters, Local Government Re-organisation, DCA’s ‘Dorset’s communities after 

Local Government Reorganisation – a conversation with the Shadow Council’, Election preparation.  

No comments were made on LGR as this came later in the Agenda under CE Report.  

Colette Drayson, Sarah Jackson and Jose Parish had attended a recent Dorset Community Action (DCA) 

conference. Concern was expressed that voluntary groups are being asked to perform services previously 

the responsibility of the District and County Council. A significant point raised was that Jill Haynes had 

advised attendees that they had misunderstood the devolution agenda and at no point had it been 

expressed that there was an expectation for Parish and Town Councils to do more after Unitary; a contrary 

message had been clearly conveyed over several DAPTC conferences. Both Robert Gould and Rebecca 

Knox had expressed there would be an expectation for P&T Councils to do more, which they now deny. 

DCA realise there will be more pressure on P&T Councils and on volunteers. Funding opportunities are 

being reduced and more is being asked of volunteers. DCA provide a platform for groups and PC’s to voice 

their views to the County Council and DCA want to align themselves with Parish and Town Councils as they 

have common concerns and a will to work together.  

Jose Parish thinks that the forming of the new Unitary must be Town and Parish Council ‘proofed’. T&P 

Councils must be consulted to address the democratic deficit which is becoming apparent; many Councils 

have ideas which would make the Unitary better but the Shadow Council are not listening. The conversation 

must become two way. 

Peter Bowyer said that there is a huge pressure on the Unitary to deliver essential services; health and 

social care and children’s services. To do so they need to cut costs and therefore it is inevitable they will 

start passing discretionary services down. There is a growing financial problem due to central government 

reducing funding. Addressing this needs fresh thinking and there is a possibility that small voluntary 

organisations may not exist unless they combine.  

Keith Norris proposed a recommendation be made by the Purbeck Area Committee that all Parish and 

Town Councils should take up an Associated Membership with DCA. This was agreed to be a good idea 

and was supported by the group. 

Action: The Secretary to circulate information regarding becoming a member of DCA. 

https://www.dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk/membership 

 

https://www.dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk/membership
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Election Preparation. Wareham TC commented that no election packs had come down from NALC. 

Swanage and Wareham Town Council are holding events on the 30th of January and 2nd of February 

respectively. Bovington, Wool, Corfe Castle and Langton Matravers have all held promotional events. The 

group discussed the benefits of Parish Councils having no political agenda. 

 

 

6. Responding to consultations that impact directly on our communities and the development of a 

‘consultation watch mechanism’. 

The Chairman asked are there any consultation we need to be aware of? Jose Parish raised The Poole 

Harbour Recreation Planning Framework 2019 – 2034 – Supplementary Planning Document Consultation 

Draft which had been on a recent agenda at PDC. The paper proposes a consultation on how to mitigate 

development in the area.  

Peter Bowyer said that a Habitats Regulation Assessment should be conducted to ensure birds are 

adequately protected and it is protocol to develop this policy prior to developing a local plan. It is unclear if 

PDC have done this. They have advised they have but he can’t find it.  

There is pressure to build in both Poole and Purbeck that will inevitably impact on the harbour and the 

consultation seeks views on mitigating measures. How can the harm to wildlife created from those living in 

the new homes built near the harbour be mitigated? The ability to avoid the harm has been minimised, 

whereas the ability to maximise the mitigation has been maximised.  

This Habitats Regulation Assessment ranks higher than NPPF. Peter Bowyer advised that Natural England 

are key players in this as custodians of the Habitat Regulations, they appear to be happy with the concept of 

a SANG and this needs to be challenged. Peter would encourage residents and Councillors to respond to 

the consultation and to Natural England directly.  Pete Christie has little faith in Natural England to support a 

case in response against mitigation having had an experience in the past where their actions were dictated 

by Central Government.  

The group had major concerns that the timescale to respond to such a significant consultation was very 

short. At present the document under discussion is a paper to approve a consultation (which has 

subsequently been approved), when approved there will be a pressure of time to get the consultation 

completed it is likely the timescale will be limited to four weeks.  

Sarah Jackson said that whilst she will respond to numerous consultations she wants them to count and 

asked will a view be changed in response to respondents? Peter stipulated that the point of a consultation is 

to inform not to necessarily listen to responses, it is unwise not to listen but that is the case.  

Jose Parish felt mitigation should not be considered in an SSSI area. 

Colette suggested involving Mark Constantine at the RSPB, the AONB and other groups. Collette said that 

in the past these organisations had not made a strong response and this has in the past been left to 

residents.  

It was summarised that it is good practice to ensure that all Consultations are circulated. 

 

Action: The Secretary is to email members of the PAC committee with details of the The Poole Harbour 

Recreation Planning Framework 2019 – 2034 – Supplementary Planning Document Consultation Draft so 

that all Councils are aware. The Chair would recommend that Councils respond and that they also articulate 

their concerns to Natural England. 

 

7. Working Together; pooling resources, extracting expertise and planning strategic training.  
Peter had intended to write a paper suggesting ways in which we can create capacity and extract expertise 
in order to make responding to the growing demand placed on Parish Council’s easier and more effective. 
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For example the management of large planning applications; accessing a member with a specific 
knowledge of the fine points of law required to deal with such would be incredibly useful and would make a 
task that is arduous to many more manageable.  
Peter invited any comments to be raised for the next meeting.  
 

8. DAPTC Dorset website review. Motion ," DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee request that the DAPTC 
Executive Committee instigate a review of the DAPTC website". 
This motion was supported by the Purbeck Area Committee and all agreed to support the motion. The 

website review should deal with security, ease of navigation, mobile phone access, regular updating and 

feedback from Councils. 

9. AONB: Member Councils are requested to obtain the views of their Councils on the performance of 
the AONB in respect of commenting on planning applications. 
Peter Bowyer explained that the rationale for this motion is that several Councils have expressed views 
that there is a lack of response from the AONB regarding Planning Applications. For the AONB to 
successfully commit their function they need to be making substantial responses. 
 
Peter Bowyer proposed the motion that a letter be written to the AONB and it was seconded by 
Keith Norris, all were in favour. The letter should summarise that the AONB, even though they are 
tasked with many duties are underperforming in the eyes of many residents and some Councils.  
 
Sarah Jackson reported on an application with AONB involvement where no response had been 
submitted. Sarah called to question the AONB regarding their response and was advised they had 
attended the pre-app’ advice, no plans had been examined subsequently and the representative from the 
AONB apparently a significant lack of knowledge of the specifics of the plans. Later the AONB contributed 
a minimal report stipulating unrealistic conditions which contradicted advice from an inspector. Natural 
England deferred any comment from the AONB. To summarise no one employed specifically to protect the 
area acted to protect the area.  
 
Collette Drayson said that the AONB had written a strong letter of objection regarding Spyway Orchard in 
Langton Matravers and that this had been overruled by an inspector; perhaps they are tired of being 
overruled. Collette asked should we be applying this to all the organisations; such as Natural England? 
The Chair advised yes but this would need to be deferred to the next meeting at which point we should 
have feedback from the AONB.  
 

10. Correspondence received- There was no correspondence to discuss.  
 

11. DAPTC Chief Executive’s Report. A copy is circulated with the minutes. Peter Bowyer reported the 
Shadow Executive had approved their proposed Constitution at a recent meeting which contained the 
arrangements for planning for Dorset. Dorset is to be divided up to North, West and East. Purbeck will be 
grouped with East Dorset ie. Wimborne and what is now east Dorset district council. There will be an area 
planning committee of twelve Councillors created for each one of the three areas. It is likely there will be 
six Councillors from each area and two of which will serve on the planning board for the new council. On 
practical terms this translates to one councillor from Purbeck, and one form east Dorset on the County 
body. It is thought these proposals were accepted. As a point of comparison strategic planning is currently 
conducted at Purbeck by eleven Councillors who do know their patches.  
Planning training was discussed and it was considered essential that Councils access external 
independent training. A lot of the training provided is training in compliance for understanding the legal 
processes of the planning system, it gives information but it can also confine information. Perhaps DAPTC 
could provide training to cover legal compliance but to also encourage expansive informative discussion.  
Jose Parish asked can anyone attending the DAPTC planning training please raise concern about lack of 
local representation within Unitary strategic Planning Committee? Is there any way of changing this?  
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Action: For members to please raise the concern about lack of local representation on the Unitary’s 
strategic Planning Committee at the planned DAPTC planning training in February. 
 
Pete Christie reported that the lack of local representation with regard to planning had swayed his view on 
National Park status for the Dorset as he felt PC’s may be better represented in planning by a NP system. 
He has been assured by a NP representative that Parish Councils will represent 25% of any planning 
committee and he voted in favour of this.  He stated he was not convinced a planning committee will do 
much to agree with a Parish Council objection. PC’s have been repeatedly and blatantly ignored.  
 
Peter Bowyer reported that at the AGM in September Rebecca Knox had suggested that the new planning 
system may result in Parish Councils influence in planning being enhanced. Peter had noted that in the 
past Bridget Downton had declared that PC’s responses to applications have the same weight as that of 
individuals. Peter asked does this suggest there a favourable intention to raise the weight of Parish 
Councils and if so how is this done? Peter plans to hold Rebecca to account over her statement and asks 
that it be given consideration when creating the new planning rules.  
Sarah Jackson recalled that several years ago the opinion of the Parish Councils was given more weight 
and the District did at one time take note of objections. 
Pete Christie drew the groups attention to the Rainsford Review and suggested the group read it.   
Jose Parish said that under the new unitary arrangement more will be expected of PC’s with regard to 
planning and could we not ask the unitary Council to pay for planning training so that is can be accessed 
by all regardless of their budgets? In response Peter encouraged Councils to examine their standing 
orders and see if they stipulate a need for continuous personal training for Councillors and Clerks.  
Jose Parish would like to request that at the end of the forthcoming conference can there be a significant 
amount of time allowed for a genuine open forum. .  
 

12. Reports from representatives of the Area Committee: 

 Purbeck Standards Committee- None 

 Purbeck Heritage Network None 

 Dorset Coastal Forum None 

 Purbeck Transport Action Group This report was circulated prior to the meeting (and attached with 
minutes) 

 Pan Purbeck Action Campaign The representations that were made on behalf of PPAC to PDC re. The 
Local Plan Pre Submission draft are being considered by PDC and by the end of the month a schedule 
should be produced showing issues raised and who will be making representation.  

 
13. Open Forum. Keith Norris asked did anyone have advice on getting a cycle way in their Parish and 

asked would it be worth consulting PTAG? Yes it would. 
 
Pete Christie has concerns about highways; it would seem if you ask for work to be done there is 
immediately an expectation you pay for this. When subsequently works have not been paid for, highways 
have completed the work anyway without charge. Pete advised always make sure the job specification is 
clear and it is reasonably priced. This was echoed by another Council. 
 
Jon Davey asked what will be the relationship between DAPTC and the Unitary Council? Peter answered 
that DAPTC are currently designing a strategy paper which will address this and Peter will carry this 
question forward. 
 
Peter Bowyer asked what do other Council’s Standing Orders say about Public Participation time. He had 
on two occasions been restricted to two minutes and asked is this enough time?  Pete Christie advised 
ANY public participation time is discretionary and many Council’s seemed to have adopted 2 minutes as 
standard with a stipulation that it is at the discretion of the Chairman to allow more time.  
 

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/raynsford-review
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Mel Loveless advised that the Middle School in Bovington will be demolished and prior to that happening 
there will be an opportunity for past pupils to visit and look around. He will let the group have more 
information as it becomes available.  
  

 
14. Date and items for the next meeting 

It was proposed the next meeting be held on Wednesday the 27th of March depending on the availability of 
the Council Chamber.  

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.05pm. 


