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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

CENTRAL AREA COMMITTEE 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 4 June 2019 

at Frampton Village Hall at 7:30pm 
 
Present:  Cllr Thacker  Knightsford Parish Council (Chairman) 
  Cllr Barry  Cerne Valley Parish Council (Vice-Chairman) 
  Cllr Diamond  Broadmayne Parish Council 
  Cllr Toogood  Broadmayne Parish Council 
  Cllr Hampton  Cheselbourne Parish Council 
  Cllr Falkingham Maiden Newton Parish Council 
  Cllr Goff  Maiden Newton Parish Council 
  Mrs Eastment  Melcombe Horsey Parish Council (Clerk) 

Cllr Hughes  Portland Town Council 
Cllr Aylott  Stratton Parish Council 
Cllr Bennett  Winterborne St Martin Parish Council 
Cllr Usherwood  Winterborne St Martin Parish Council 

 
Also present:   Michael Moon – Head of Service (Operations), Dorset Waste Partnership 
  Kirsty Riglar Secretary – Central Area Committee  
         
11/19.  Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: 
  Cllr Beeson  Charminster Parish Council 
  Representatives of The Comptons, Toller and Wynford Parish Council 
  Hilary Trevorah Chief Executive – DAPTC 
  Stephen Hill  Director - Dorset Council 
    
12/19. Speaker: Michael Moon, Head of Service (Operations), Dorset Waste 
 Partnership  

Mr Moon provided the Committee with an update on the status and operation of the Dorset 
Waste Partnership following local government reorganisation.  Whilst retaining its name, the 
Partnership was now part of Dorset Council, within the Place Directorate.  However, Mr 
Moon’s key message was that the operation and services provided by the Partnership 
remained unchanged and there were no immediate plans for any significant changes.  He 
explained that the services provided in Christchurch would continue unchanged until 31 
March 2020 due to the complexity of transferring responsibility for this to Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole (BCP) Council. It was anticipated that all staff and assets serving the 
Christchurch area would be transferred to BCP Council on 1 April 2020. 
 
In response to a question about the possibility of using electric vehicles in the future, Mr 
Moon explained that the first electric dustcarts were currently being developed but it was an 
aspiration to move to electric vans and other vehicles where it was viable to do so.  
Currently, the viability for commercial vehicles was limited due to the relatively small 
distances that could be covered by electric vehicles.  However, the technology was evolving 
so it was hoped that this was something that could be viable in the future. 
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In response to a question, Mr Moon provided an outline of the current staffing structure of 
the Partnership.  He acknowledged the need for Dorset Council members to hold the officers 
to account in relation to budgets and service provision and this would evolve as the new 
council became more established. 
 
He explained that local council clerks could approach the local depot manager if they wished 
to raise a local issue that could not be raised through the e-forms on the Dorset Council 
website.  He undertook to provide the relevant information to the Secretary but requested 
that this was not placed in the public domain. 
 
In response to a question about the replacement of the Louds Mill Household Recycling 
Centre in Dorchester, Mr Moon explained that this was a strategic waste planning issue and 
therefore not within the remit of the Partnership.  It was anticipated that the revised Waste 
Local Plan would be approved by the end of the year. 
 
In relation to verge cutting, Mr Moon explained that the Partnership was working closely with 
the relevant team to try and schedule litter picking activities to better dovetail.  However, litter 
picking on verges was governed by the speed limit on roads due to the health and safety 
requirements.  He added that all litter pickers working on the highway were trained. 
However, the Partnership was happy to loan litter picking equipment to local communities to 
enable them to undertake community litter picking events. 
 
In response to a question, Mr Moon explained that a littering offence could arise in relation to 
the black plastic used by farmers to wrap silage if this was on the highway.  Whilst unsightly, 
there was nothing that could be done about this on private property.  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Moon for attending the meeting and providing this useful update, 
expressing his hope that the Partnership would continue to provide an efficient service to 
local residents.  
 
13/19.  Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2019 were confirmed as a true and 
accurate record of the last meeting and signed by the Vice-Chairman. 
 
14/19. Report from DAPTC Chief Executive 

The Committee noted the written report from the DAPTC Chief Executive  which reminded 
members of the letter recently sent to all member councils by the Chairman of the DAPTC.  
The report also provided updates on the progress of the resolutions from the 2018 AGM and 
training and events for 2019.   
 
The Chairman, as Chairman of the DAPTC, reinforced the request for information about 
what services parish and town councils provided in their communities to enable the 
compilation of a comprehensive baseline of evidence.  He also reiterated the need to train 
newly elected councillors as early as possible to ensure they understood their role and 
obligations. 
 
In particular, the Committee welcomed the updates on the AGM resolutions and the views 
received from NALC.   
 
15/19. Dorset Council update 

In the absence of a representative from Dorset Council, no update was received.  However, 
the Chairman reported that he had recently met the Executive Director – Place and 
reinforced the value of having a senior officer present at DAPTC committee meetings to act 
as a conduit between Dorset Council and local councils.  It was recognised that Dorset 
Council would need to look at its relationship with local councils. 
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It was noted that there remained little information about the possible delegation or devolution 
of services to local councils and this would be required to inform the budget setting process 
for 2020/21.  It was acknowledged that statutory services could not be devolved to local 
councils but that most smaller parishes would be unable to take on the running of 
discretionary services.   
 
16/19. Housing and Homelessness Forum 

Cllr Falkingham reported that the Housing and Homelessness Forum had not met for some 
months and she was seeking clarity as to the status of the Forum in the light of local 
government reorganisation. 
 
17/19.  Community Safety update 

In relation to Community Safety, the Committee expressed its frustration at the lack of 
contact between local Police Community Support Officers and the relevant parish/town 
council in most areas.  Whilst there was a sense that Dorset Police wanted local councils to 
report and engage with them, this relationship was not currently two-way.  The Chairman 
added that, in his capacity as Chairman of the DAPTC, he was seeking a meeting with the 
Chief Constable and would raise this issue. 
 
18/19. DorBAG update 

Mrs Eastment reported that there was on update on DorBAG to be provided. 
 
19/19.  Members’ items 

Cllr Falkingham provided an update on the Heart of Wessex Rail Partnership and expressed 
her concerns that it was proposed that a single community rail partnership be established for 
the whole line, covering both Dorset and Somerset.  She also expressed her frustration that 
the disabled access to Dorchester West Station had not yet been completed.  It was noted 
that the design had been finalised and preliminary work had started but there were legal 
issues which needed to be resolved.  
 
Members expressed their continuing dissatisfaction at the planning software system now in 
use by the Dorset Council for the western and northern areas and shared their recent poor 
experiences of attempting to use this, including being unable to access any information due 
to upgrades being undertaken in the middle of the day. 
 
Concern was also expressed that the travel information on the Dorset Council website 
focussed entirely on roads and provided little information about community transport run on 
a voluntary basis in local areas. 
 
20/19.  Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 17 September at 7:30pm, potentially 
at Cerne Abbas Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
 
 
 

 
Signed_______________________________ Date_____________________ 
 
Cllr Alan Thacker (Chairman) 
Chairman 


