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        Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils 

(Affiliated to the National Association of Local Councils) 

Colliton Annexe 
                               Colliton Park 

DORCHESTER 
Dorset 

DT1 1XJ 
 

Tel:  01305 260972 
E-mail:  daptc@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 2nd March 2019 at 9.30am  
At Dorset Youth Association (DYA) HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1QL 

 
19/01 ATTENDANCE 
Present:    
 Cllr John Parker DAPTC President  
 Cllr Alan Thacker DAPTC Chairman 
 Cllr Haydn White DAPTC Vice Chairman 
 Cllr John Broom Western Area  
 Cllr Chris Turner Towns & Larger Councils Chairman 
 Cllr K D Johnson Towns & Larger Councils 
 Cllr Jackie Stayt Northern Area 
 Cllr Lindsey Dedden  Towns and Larger Council / NALC Rep 
 Ms Debbie Weller Purbeck Area 
 Cllr Peter Bowyer Purbeck Area 
 Cllr Terry Cordery Eastern Area 
 Cllr Penny Yeo Eastern Area 
 Cllr Mike Jones Northern Area 
 Mr David Jenkins DAPTC Vice-President 
   
In attendance:  
 Mr John Sellgren Executive Director for Place, Dorset Council 
 Mrs Hilary Trevorah DAPTC Chief Executive  
 Mrs Donna Yea DAPTC Honorary Treasurer  
 Mrs Lisa Cooper PA to DAPTC Chief Executive/Training Coordinator 
 
19/02 Apologies for absence received from:    
 Mr Tony Gibb DAPTC Vice President  
 Cllr Jill Barry Central Area  
 Cllr Janet Page DAPTC Vice President  
 Mrs Val Bright  Dorset SLCC Branch Chairman  
 Cllr Adrian Hibberd Eastern Area Chairman  
 
19/03 WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Executive Committee meeting and introduced John 
Sellgren, Executive Director for Place, Dorset Council. 
 
19/04 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
David Jenkins declared an interest for agenda item 10, as Deputy Chair of the Dorset NHS Clinical 
Commissioning Group. 
Cllr Chris Turner declared an interest for agenda item 8, as spouse to volunteer trainer Cllr Janet 
Page. 
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19/05 PRESENTATION TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BY JOHN SELLGREN, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR FOR PLACE, DORSET COUNCIL 
John Sellgren introduced himself and gave a short verbal presentation on his role in the new Dorset 
Council. 
 
John’s role will include planning, highways, waste, economy and environment services. He 
welcomed the opportunity to meet the DAPTC Executive Committee as these services were so 
relevant to DAPTC members. He reported that the new Dorset Council would start to make policy in 
May following the elections. Economic development and a new Local Plan would be priorities. He 
mentioned the localism agenda and the idea to think strategically and act locally. 
 
Executive Committee members stressed the need for DAPTC and its members to be involved in 
plans for local services and area boards. DAPTC area meetings would continue to be a useful 
forum for principal authorities to communicate with parish and town councils.  
 
The Chairman thanked John Sellgren for attending the meeting. John Sellgren left the meeting at 
10.16am. 
 
19/06 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1st DECEMBER 2018 
The Chairman confirmed that, as shown on today’s agenda, a speaker on National Parks would be 
invited to the next committee meeting in June. John Sellgren had been available to be a speaker at 
today’s meeting. The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting on 1st December 2018 were 
accepted by the Committee as a true and accurate record of events and signed by the Chairman.  
 
19/07 MATTERS ARISING 
All actions from the meeting held on 1st December 2018 have been taken except the proposal for 
ward changes, which requires further information before it is submitted to NALC’s Policy 
Committee. Wimborne Minster Town Council will be contacted for further information. 
 
Action – The Chief Executive to contact Wimborne Minster Town Council Clerk for further 
information. 
 
19/08 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman reported that he and the Chief Executive had attended a meeting organized by 
Christchurch Residents Associations in February. The Chief Executive had made a presentation on 
the role of a parish councilor and he had answered questions. The meeting had been very well 
attended. 
 
The Chief Executive updated the meeting on the Shadow BCP Authority budget meeting attended 
by herself and the Chairman on 21 February when she had made a statement regarding the 
DAPTC AGM’s request for parish councils to be actively involved in the planning process. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the request to DAPTC from Cllr Shane Bartlett that his motion to 
a special meeting of the Shadow Dorset Council on 14 March 2019 be circulated to all members of 
DAPTC. 
 
Suggestion: send a link to the Shadow Dorset Council website regarding the special meeting. 
Proposed: Cllr John Parker Seconded: Cllr Haydn White. AGREED 
 
Action – The Chief Executive to send an email to all clerks of member councils advising of 
the link to the Shadow Dorset Council website for the special meeting which council 
representatives may wish to attend and/or speak. 
 
19/09 STRATEGY GROUP REPORT 
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The report from the group had been circulated to the Executive Committee members prior to the 
meeting, with details of its further discussions on training on at its meeting on 15 February.  
 
The Chief Executive advised the meeting that the Dorset Council Monitoring Officer, Jonathan Mair, 
had contacted her to express his wish to be involved in code of conduct training for new councillors 
after the parish elections. She also advised that NALC are working on the National Training 
Strategy.  
 
A £35 honorarium for DAPTC volunteer trainers was discussed and felt to be insufficient. £50 per 
session was suggested, to bring the payment in line with the honorarium paid to clerks to area 
committee meetings. 
Proposed: Cllr K D Johnson Seconded: Debbie Weller, AGREED 
 
The Strategy Group report also included consideration of website and IT improvements with details 
of costings obtained. 
 
The Chief Executive advised the meeting that website improvements will be implemented as soon 
as possible and that the money will need to come from the association’s reserves. She will supply 
the figures to the Treasurer as soon as the DAPTC Customer Relationship Manager has the full 
financial information. She advised that she will report back to the next meeting with final costs; 
alternatively the Executive Committee could authorise delegated power to her in consultation with 
the Treasurer and the DAPTC Customer Relationship Manager. 
Delegated power proposed: Cllr K D Johnson Seconded: Cllr Terry Cordery, AGREED 
 
19/10 NALC - UPDATE 
It was decided to bring the NALC representative’s report forward on the agenda. 
 
Cllr Dedden reported that the next NALC Assembly is in ten days’ time. She had attended the South 
West Conference of Local Councils Associations (SWCLCA) on Thursday 28 February. The future 
of the SWCLCA was considered including how the group works; notes from this will be circulated to 
the Chief Executive and Cllr Parker. 
Cllr Lindsay Dedden left the meeting at 11.15am 
 
19/11 TREASURER’S REPORT 
It was decided to bring the Treasurer’s report forward on the agenda. 
 
The Treasurer gave her report. The Customer Relationship Manager had forwarded an email to her 
from the Dorset County Pension Fund.  Following the publication of the Amendments Regulations 
2018, ALL employers need to update their LGPS Employer Discretions Policy.  The Dorset County 
Pension Fund has provided advice to the DAPTC Customer Relationship Manager, with the 
suggestion of a possible clause to use in the policy.  The suggested clause to use is ‘The DAPTC 
Executive Committee, Chief Executive and Honorary Treasurer will assess each request to the 
business on a case by case basis.’ 
 
The Treasurer requested advice from the meeting. 
 
It was suggested at the statement ‘Having regard to the policy statement of the Dorset Council’ be 
added in front of the suggested clause. 
 
AGREED: That the association’s LGPS Employer Discretions Policy include the clause 
‘Having regard to the policy statement of the Dorset Council, the DAPTC Executive 
Committee, Chief Executive and Honorary Treasurer will assess each request to the 
business on a case by case basis.’  
CARRIED 
 
The meeting suspended at 11.30am and resumed at 11.42am 
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19/12 CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 
The Chief Executive gave her report. 
 
The Committee considered the subscription rate for Weymouth Town Council, which had a higher 
electorate number than covered in the association’s subscription policy. In accordance with the 
Chief Executive’s bench marking exercise, it was: 
 
AGREED to set an annual subscription of £2,500 for Weymouth Town Council for 2019/20. 
 
The implications to DAPTC arising from the new Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council 
(BCP) was discussed, including how the new local councils in the area will affect the DAPTC area 
committee meetings. 
Action – review in March 2020 as this may be the time to make changes 
 
Cllr Penny Yeo pointed out that the policies on the DAPTC website have not been updated. 
Action – update policies on the DAPTC website 
 
The question was raised as to whether the DAPTC office has sufficient staff. It was felt that this is 
something which will need to be considered for the future and whether to employ another member 
of staff or just bring someone in work on specific projects. If the association gets more councils in 
membership and therefore more work, this may need considering at the September meeting. 
 
19/13 PROGRESS OF 2018 AGM MOTIONS 
Hilary Trevorah gave her report. As stated in the report, NALC require an amendment to the 
wording of motion 3 from Chideock Parish Council. The Executive Committee members agreed that 
the response from NALC should be sent to Chideock Parish Council requesting an amendment to 
the wording as shown in the action below. 
 
Action – contact Chideock Parish Council for an amendment to the wording of the motion, 
tasking NALC with doing something specific to lobby Government to change the adult social 
care system. 
 
The Executive Committee considered the motion from Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council regarding 
20mph speed limits which had previously been circulated to all DAPTC area committees for 
comments. Purbeck area committee have not been able to discuss this yet but the last time there 
was a similar motion, they didn’t support it. Northern area committee felt it was a good idea but 
unlikely to happen. They therefore support the motion but with no expectation of anything 
happening to it. Towns and Larger Parish Councils committee felt that if the issue is a local one, it 
should be taken up with the highways department at Dorset County Council. 
 
Action – reply to Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council that 20mph speed limits are inappropriate 
in most settings and are only likely to be implemented in areas of perceived need, for 
instance on roads past schools. Such limits are not supported or enforced by Dorset Police. 
The Executive Committee acknowledged that 20mph speed limits were largely unenforceable 
and therefore a blanket introduction was inappropriate. It was proposed that Okeford 
Fitzpaine Parish Council approach officers of Dorset Council to discuss how this could be 
pursued in that parish. 
 
19/14 AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

• Town & Larger Councils – Next meeting due to take place on Friday 14 June 2019. 
Written report attached. 

• Eastern Area - Next meeting due to take place on Tuesday 16 April 2019. 
Written Report attached. 
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• Northern Area - Next meeting due to take place on Tuesday 16 April 2019. 
 Written Report attached. 

• Western Area – Next meeting due to take place on Thursday 23 May 2019.   
Written Report attached. 

• Central Area – Next meeting due to take place on Tuesday 4 June 2019. 
Written Report attached. 

• Purbeck Area – Next meeting due to take place - TBA. 
Written Report attached.  

 
19/15 REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS TO OTHER BODIES 
A report from the Community Support Partnership (CSP) had been circulated to the Executive 
Committee members prior to the meeting. 
 
Cllr Peter Bowyer queried whether there should be a DAPTC representative on the LEP 28-year 
Plan, Dorset Nature Partnership and Dorset Coastal Forum. It was suggested that this may be 
something for the Strategy Group to consider. 
 
19/16 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
No items were suggested. 
 
The meeting ended at 12.40pm. 
 
Next full Executive Committee meeting: Saturday 22ND June 2019 at 9.30am at the Dorset 
Youth Association HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester DT1 1QL 
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Action Sheet 

 
Your attention is drawn to the following actions, which were agreed at the meeting 

held on 2nd March 2019 

Paragraph Action to be taken To be taken by 

19/07 
Action – The Chief Executive to contact Wimborne 
Minster Town Council Clerk for further information. 
 

Chief Executive 

19/08 

Action – The Chief Executive to send an email to all 
clerks of member councils advising of the link to 
the Shadow Dorset Council website for the special 
meeting which council representatives may wish to 
attend and/or speak. 
 

Chief Executive 

19/12 
Action – review whether changes to BCP area has 
resulted in need to change area committee 
meetings in March 2020. 

Executive Committee 

19/12 
Action – update policies on the DAPTC website 
 

Office 

19/13 

Action – contact Chideock Parish Council for an 
amendment to the wording of the motion, tasking 
NALC with doing something specific to lobby 
Government to change the adult social care system. 
 

Chief Executive 

19/13 

Action – reply to Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council 
that 20mph speed limits are inappropriate in most 
settings and are only likely to be implemented in 
areas of perceived need, for instance on roads past 
schools. Such limits are not supported or enforced 
by Dorset Police. The Executive Committee 
acknowledged that 20mph speed limits were largely 
unenforceable and therefore a blanket introduction 
was inappropriate. It was proposed that Okeford 
Fitzpaine Parish Council approach officers of 
Dorset Council to discuss how this could be 
pursued in that parish. 
 

Office 
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AGENDA ITEM 12 

 
AREA REPORTS FOR DAPTC EXECUTIVE – MARCH 2019 

 
a) Town & Larger Councils Committee 
 

 

 



 

 8 

 
b) Eastern Area Committee 

 
21 members representing 14 councils, together with representatives from DCC and EDDC gather at 
West Moors on 16th January 2019. There was no speaker. The Chirf Executive’s report, having 
been circulated, was noted. Cllr Butler, DCC, gave a progress report on the work of the shadow 
authority and Cllr Skeats presented a report on the EDDC / CBC activities; both reports have been 
circulated. The Chairman thanked both councillors and Judith Plumley for their support for the 
Association’s work over the past years and said that he hoped it would continue with the new 
authority. 
 
Members expressed concern at the lack of a training calendar for the year. Several councils 
reported concerns that staff from DCC Highways were not working with councils over the use of 
Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) – there was no uniform policy and staff were reported as having 
tried to remove parish council owned devices. Members are already recruiting potential new 
councillors. 
 
c) Northern Area Committee 

 
The Northern Area committee met at The Pavilion, Recreation Ground,  
Okeford Fitzpaine, DT11 0RL on Wednesday 16th January 2019 
 
 
It was attended by 16 councillors representing fifteen member councils. 
 

There was an update by Stephen Hill on issues for North Dorset from the Dorset Council 
Partnership.  He reported progress on the journey toward a new unitary authority which 
included: -  

• recent appointments; 
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• negotiations starting 21 January regarding next tier of officers where it is envisaged 
that there will be redundancies.  Support and Place functions will be affected but Adult 
and Children Services will be protected; 

• The budget and the constitution were on the agenda for the current week and both are 
available on the website. 

 

Cllr. Tony Bishop gave an update on the latest situation with the Northern Dorset LAG 

funding. There has been almost £1.4 million used in North Dorset. Last grants being granted 

in February. Might receive some extra funding due to funds not being used by authorities in 

other parts of the country.  

 

The Chief Executive’s report had been circulated with the agenda and was noted. 

 

Members issues included:- 

 

Stalbridge TC 

Cllr Bishop – Informed the car driver scheme for transporting patients to doctors surgeries and 

hospitals locally is up and running and working well. 

 

Blandford Forum TC 

Cllr White - The new Council – there will be changes. Hope the Council will work with DAPTC 

to keep TC & PC’s informed.  

Look at the new constitution – Appendix 1 re structure of new Council.  

 

Fontmell Magna PC  

Cllr Humphreys - The Neighbourhood Plan was accepted on 28th November by NDDC. 

 

Pimperne PC 

Cllr Richley – Neighbourhood Plan had the referendum 10th January – 81% were in favour with 

a 41% turn out – should be accepted by NDDC before end of March. 

 

Charlton Marshall PC 

Cllr Hill – informed the members Durweston Bridge will be closed for repairs from 24th June for 

4 weeks. 

 

 

John Parker, Chairman, Northern Area Committee    Feb.2019 

 
 

d) Western Area Committee 
 

The last meeting was held on Thursday 21 February 2019 at Mountfield, Bridport with 9 members 
attending (representing 2 town and 6 parish councils).  
No representative from WDDC attended the meeting. 
The DAPTC Chief Executive sent her apologies. 

Representatives gave brief reports on what is happening in their parishes - Items of note 

Chideock PC. The casual vacancy has been filled by co-option. A contested May election is 

expected. The revised public convenience offer from WDDC was rejected. The Parish Council 

understands that the Dorset Shadow Council has agreed to defer considerations on closure of public 

conveniences until the next financial year. 
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Char Valley PC. The PC has set up a Working Group which is working with residents and farmers 

to improve understanding and communication between the 2 groups. As part of this, copies of the 

Countryside Code have been placed on all notice boards and are available at the Bridport Tourist 

Information Office. 

 

Burton Bradstock PC. Some funding has been obtained to renovate the play area and work can 

start. Bike racks have been installed.  

 

Loders PC. An original roundel from a restored fingerpost has been stolen. BT have finally agreed 

to take down their poles. River Asker improvements are underway - £5,000 has been granted to the 

parish by Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group and the AONB and Dorset Wildlife Trust are also 

involved. The Neighbourhood Plan is proving its worth, with residents using it to back up their 

objections to planning applications. 

 

Lyme Regis TC. A resident has charged the Town Council with being in breach of the Equality Act 

2010 following the council’s objections to the installation of a light controlled pedestrian crossing on 

Broad Street. The council has agreed to undertake training on this Act.  

 

Bradpole PC. 2 councillors have resigned. There is a community get-together event on 12 March. A 

new group in the village hopes to organise a village fete in the summer. The number 7 “community” 

bus is proving popular. 

 

Corscombe and Halstock PC. The casual vacancy has been filled by co-option. Some councillors 

are standing down at the next election. A local Halstock resident has provided part of a field to 

Magna Housing Association for 8 houses (1 shared ownership, 6 to let and 1 open-market) and the 

planning application has been made.  

 

Beaminster TC. The play area refurbishment is ¾ complete. WDDC has awarded £60,000 towards 

the skate park/. The Community bus is doing well and making a small profit, the route is being 

altered slightly. There is a new councillor and a new Town Council logo. 

 

Dates of meetings for 2019. 

Thursday 23 May, Thursday 5 September, Thursday 21 November 
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e) Central Area Committee 
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f) Purbeck Area Meeting 
 
Report on the meeting held on 16 January 2019 
 

 


