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        Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils 

(Affiliated to the National Association of Local Councils) 
Colliton Annexe 

                               Colliton Park 
DORCHESTER 

Dorset 
DT1 1XJ 

 
Tel:  01305 260972 

E-mail:  daptc@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 22 June 2019 at 9.30am  
At Dorset Youth Association (DYA) HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1QL 

 
19/17 ATTENDANCE 
Present:  
  
 Cllr Alan Thacker DAPTC Chairman   
 Cllr Haydn White DAPTC Vice Chairman 
 Cllr John Broom Western Area  
 Cllr Chris Turner  Towns and Larger Parish Councils Chairman 
 Cllr K D Johnson Towns and Larger Parish Councils  
 Cllr Lindsey Dedden   Towns and Larger Parish Councils / NALC Rep 
 Mr David Jenkins DAPTC Vice-President 
 Mr Tony Gibb DAPTC Vice-President 
 Cllr Janet Page DAPTC Vice-President 
 Cllr Mike Jones Northern Area Chairman 
 Cllr Adrian Hibberd Eastern Area Chairman  
 Cllr Penny Yeo Eastern Area 
 Cllr Peter Bowyer Purbeck Area Chairman 
 Cllr Sarah Jackson Purbeck Area 
In attendance:  
 Dr Paul French Clinical Commissioning Lead for Mental Health and 

Dementia, NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning 
Group 

 Mr Richard Brown Dorset National Park team   
 Mr Anthony Alford Cabinet Member for Customer, Community and 

Regulatory Services, Dorset Council 
 Mr John Sellgren Executive Director for Place, Dorset Council  
 Mrs Hilary Trevorah DAPTC Chief Executive 
 Mrs Donna Yea DAPTC Honorary Treasurer  
 Mrs Lisa Cooper PA to DAPTC Chief Executive / Training Coordinator 
 
19/18 Apologies for absence received from:    
 Mr John Parker DAPTC President 
 Cllr Gillian Barry Central Area 
 Debbie Weller Purbeck Area 
 Cllr Terry Cordery Eastern Area 
 
Cllr Haydn White advised that Jackie Stayt, Northern Area Committee, is no longer a councillor. 
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19/19 WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Executive Committee meeting. 
 
19/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None were declared. 
 
19/21 PRESENTATION TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BY DR PAUL FRENCH ON THE 
CCG’S DEMENTIA CARE PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
Dr Paul French introduced himself and gave a presentation explaining the background to the 
consultation options. He requested the Executive Committee members take booklets to hand out to 
their residents and to help to promote the consultation – the CCG hope for as many responses as 
possible. 
 
The Chairman thanked Dr French for his presentation.  
 
19/22 PRESENTATION TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BY RICHARD BROWN   
Richard Brown introduced himself and gave a presentation giving the background to the proposals 
for a Dorset and East Devon National Park. He explained that the National Park team is making a 
submission for this to the Glover Review. 
 
The Chairman thanked Richard Brown for his presentation, advising him that the Executive 
Committee would be neither for nor against the proposal. 
 
19/23 PRESENTATION TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BY CLLR ANTHONY ALFORD  
Cllr Alford introduced himself. John Sellgren had accompanied him because, after speaking at the 
March 2019 Executive Committee meeting (prior to the Dorset Council coming into existence), he 
had been asked to return to the Executive Committee meeting when Dorset Council had been 
established.  
 
Cllr Alford spoke about community engagement and relationships with parish and town councils but 
stressed that his comments were a personal reflection which had not been through the democratic 
system and therefore things will change as policy develops.  
 
Executive Committee members stressed that DAPTC is very keen to work with the new Council. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Alford and John Sellgren for attending the meeting and expressed his 
optimism for future relationships and being partners. Cllr Alford and John Sellgren left the meeting 
at 11.40am. 
  
 
19/24 TREASURER’S REPORT  
It was decided to bring the Treasurer’s report forward on the agenda. 
 
The Treasurer gave her report. The President and Chairman congratulated the DAPTC team for 
achieving the cost savings reflected in the report. The Treasurer was thanked for her professional 
services, which are much appreciated. 
 
NSI account - The Customer Relationship Manager has been looking at other accounts which pay 
slightly higher interest. The account may need to be moved in the future, so signatures on the NSI 
account need to be updated; this must be completed as an agenda item. New signatories to be: 
Cllrs Jill Barry, Sarah Jackson and Haydn White. Witnesses to signatures: Cllrs KD Johnson, Penny 
Yeo and Mike Jones. The Treasurer, Chairman and Chief Executive signed to change the 
signatures on the NSI savings account. 
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Action – Cllr Barry to be contacted by the office to sign the form as a new signatory. 
 
The meeting suspended at 11.55am and resumed at 12.15pm. 
 
19/25 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 2 MARCH 2019  
The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting on 2 March 2019 were accepted by the 
Committee as a true and accurate record of events and signed by the Chairman. 
 
19/26 MATTERS ARISING 
There were no matters arising from the meeting held on 2 March 2019. 
All actions on the Action Sheet had been carried out by the Chief Executive and the Chairman. The 
Executive Committee agreed that the additional information from Chideock Parish Council to be 
included with their motion from the 2018 AGM is acceptable to be forwarded for NALC. 
 
Action – DAPTC office to send the additional information from Chideock Parish Council (to 
be included with their motion from the 2018 AGM) to NALC. 
 
19/27 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman reported that he went to the Lytchett Minster and Upton Parish Council meeting 
which was very well attended.  
 
He visited Weymouth Town Council with the Chief Executive, Jonathan Mair, Dorset Council 
Monitoring Officer and Jonathan Owen, NALC Chief Executive, for New Councillor Induction training 
on 11 June 2019.  
 
He advised that there are more forms to be sent in from member councils, regarding partnership 
working with other Dorset authorities.  
 
The Chairman said that he is very hopeful Cllr Alford and John Sellgren will take forward the 
message from the meeting that representatives are needed from Dorset Council at DAPTC area 
meetings. 
 
The Chairman and Chief Executive are meeting the Dorset Police Chief Constable in July.  
 
Action – Chief Executive to send letter to encourage two representatives plus one reserve to 
attend area meetings. 
 
19/28 CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT  
The Chief Executive presented her report which gave details of her meetings with officers from 
unitary councils, particularly Dorset Council. She stressed that much of the discussion was on 
customer services issues that clerks had reported to the DAPTC office plus reminding the officers of 
the wishes of the association’s members to be consulted about processes which involved them.  
 
The Chief Executive reported a request from Dorset Council’s Director of Place for details of 
matters outstanding from the former principal councils which may have not been picked up by the 
new Dorset Council. Executive Committee members gave matters such as delays with legal work 
on transfer of assets, Purbeck District Council’s procedure for planning application decision making, 
a protocol for the relationship between Dorset Council and local councils, several website issues 
and keeping Dorset Council officer details updated. The Chief Executive undertook to pass these 
matters to the Director of Place. 
 
Area secretaries are included in the newsletter circulation lists. 
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The Chief Executive asked for delegated power in consultation with the Chairman, Treasurer and 
the DAPTC’s HR advisors to action the request from the PA to DAPTC Chief Executive / Training 
Coordinator for a reduction in working hours. The Executive Committee members approved this 
request. 
 
The wording of the offer of grant letter from Dorset Council was discussed. It was felt that some 
clarification and changes were needed. The Chief Executive will discuss this in her next meeting 
with John Sellgren with the intention of obtaining a new agreement if possible. The wording of the 
new letter will be checked in conjunction with the Chairman and Vice Chairman to ensure it reflects 
the issues discussed in the Executive Committee meeting.  
 
It was agreed to invite Dorset Council’s Leader to speak at the AGM. 
 
Cllr Chris Turner and Cllr Janet Page left the meeting at 12.43pm. 
 
An update of the progress of the Strategy Group was requested – this will be referred to the 
President. 
 
Action - Chief Executive to raise matters outstanding from the former principal councils at a 
meeting with John Sellgren, Executive Director for Place, Dorset Council. 
 
Action – Chief Executive to action the request from the PA to DAPTC Chief Executive / 
Training Coordinator for a reduction in working hours in consultation with the Chairman, 
Treasurer and DAPTC’s HR advisor. 
 
Action - The Chief Executive to discuss obtaining a new offer of grant letter in her next 
meeting with John Sellgren. The wording of the subsequent new letter to be checked in 
conjunction with the Chairman and Vice Chairman to ensure it reflects the issues discussed 
in the Executive Committee meeting.  
 
Action – President to be asked to update of progress of Strategy Group for next meeting 
 
Action – Dorset Council Leader to be invited to be a speaker at the AGM 
 
19/29 CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP MANAGER 
The Customer Relationship Manager’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
19/30 COUNCIL TAX BASE 
The Vice Chairman raised an issue with the text for the suggested letter to Dorset Council’s 
Executive Director (Corporate Development S151) Aidan Dunn. He advised that people on housing 
benefit do not pay council tax at all. The Chief Executive will liaise with the clerk at Blandford Forum 
Town Council on this matter. The Executive Committee agreed that the letter could be sent subject 
to inclusion of this information. 
 
Action – Chief Executive to liaise with Blandford Forum Town Council clerk for additional 
wording regarding people on housing benefit not paying any council tax, to include in the 
letter to Dorset Council’s Executive Director (Corporate Development S151) Aidan Dunn. 
 
Action – council tax base letter to be sent to Dorset Council’s Executive Director (Corporate 
Development S151) Aidan Dunn after liaison with Blandford Forum Town Council clerk 
 
19/31 NALC’S REQUEST FOR A RURAL STRATGY 
The Chief Executive confirmed that the link to the rural strategy consultation had been sent to all 
member council clerks. 
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The Executive Committee agreed to back NALC’s request to support the call to the Government for 
a rural strategy. 
 
19/32 AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

• Towns & Larger Parishes Committee - Next meeting due to take place on Friday 6 
September 2019. 
Written report attached.  

• Eastern Area - Next meeting due to take place on Tuesday 9 July 2019 
Written Report attached. 

• Northern Area - Next meeting due to take place on Wednesday 17 July 2019. 
• Western Area – Next meeting due to take place on Thursday 5 September 2019.   

Written Report attached. 
• Central Area – Next meeting due to take place on Tuesday 17 September 2019. 

Written Report attached. 
• Purbeck Area – Next meeting due to take place on Wednesday 4 September 2019. 

Written Report attached.  
The Purbeck Area chairman requested a response from DAPTC to the action points 
concerning DAPTC raised in the Purbeck Area Committee minutes dated 12 June 2019 
which will be given in due course. 

 
19/33 NALC UPDATE  
Report distributed to members prior to the meeting.  
 
19/34 REPS REPORTS  
Reports from the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) were distributed to members prior to the 
meeting.  
Cranborne Chase AONB – hope to get a grant from DEFRA, currently being delayed. Cllr Peter 
Bowyer attended the Dorset LEP in April and Digital Dorset, hosted by Matt Prosser, in June. 
 
19/35 INVITE FROM DORSET GYPSY AND TRAVELLER LIAISON FORUM 
There were no volunteers for this role. The invitation will be sent to members of the Executive not at 
the meeting; the outcome will be reported to the next Executive Committee meeting. 
 
Action – CE to report name of representative to Dorset Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Forum to 
next Executive Committee meeting  
 
19/36 FUTURE DATES 
The Chairman is unable to attend the planned Executive Committee meeting on 30 November. The 
office will check availability of the DYA on Saturday 7 December; the amended date will be advised 
with the minutes. 
 
Action – office to check availability of DYA on Saturday 7 December to move date for final 
Executive Committee meeting of 2019 
 
The Chairman thanked the Committee for their input into the meeting.  
  
The meeting ended at 1.08pm 
 
Next full Executive Committee meeting: Saturday 21 September 2019 at 9.30am at the Dorset 
Youth Association HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester DT1 1QL 
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Action Sheet 
 

Your attention is drawn to the following actions, which were agreed at the meeting held on 
22 June 2019 

 

Paragraph Action to be taken To be taken by 

19/24 Action – Cllr Barry to be contacted by the office to 
sign the form NSI form as a new signatory Debbie Hollings 

19/26 
Action – DAPTC office to send the additional 
information from Chideock Parish Council (to be 
included with their motion from the 2018 AGM) to 
NALC 

Lisa Cooper 

19/27 
Action – Chief Executive to send letter to encourage 
two representatives plus one reserve to attend area 
meetings 
 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/28 
Action - Chief Executive to raise matters 
outstanding from the former principal councils at a 
meeting with John Sellgren, Executive Director for 
Place, Dorset Council 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/28 

Action – Chief Executive to action the request from 
the PA to DAPTC Chief Executive / Training 
Coordinator for a reduction in working hours in 
consultation with the Chairman, Treasurer and 
DAPTC’s HR advisors 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/28 

Action - The Chief Executive to discuss obtaining a 
new offer of grant letter in her next meeting with 
John Sellgren. The wording of the subsequent new 
letter to be checked in conjunction with the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman to ensure it reflects 
the issues discussed in the Executive Committee 
meeting 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/28 Action – President to be requested for an update of 
progress of Strategy Group for next meeting Hilary Trevorah 

19/28 Action – Dorset Council Leader to be invited to be a 
speaker at the 2019 AGM Hilary Trevorah 
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Paragraph Action to be taken To be taken by 

19/30 
Action – Chief Executive to liaise with Blandford 
Forum Town Clerk for additional wording regarding 
housing benefit to include in a letter about the 
council tax base  

Hilary Trevorah 

19/30 

Action – council tax base letter to be sent to Dorset 
Council’s Executive Director (Corporate 
Development S151) Aidan Dunn after liaison with 
Blandford Forum Town Council clerk 
 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/31 Action – respond to back the request to the 
Government for a rural strategy Hilary Trevorah 

19/32 
Action – response to the action points concerning 
DAPTC raised in the Purbeck Area Committee 
minutes dated 12 June 2019 

Hilary Trevorah/ 
Chairman 

19/35 
Action – report name of representative to Dorset 
Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Forum to next 
Executive Committee meeting  
 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/36 
Action – office to check availability of DYA on 
Saturday 7 December to move date for final 
Executive Committee meeting of 2019 
 

Lisa Cooper 
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AGENDA ITEM 15 
 

AREA REPORTS FOR DAPTC EXECUTIVE – JUNE 2019 
 
a) Towns & Larger Parish Councils Committee 
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b) Eastern Area Committee 

The last meeting in April was cancelled due to the elections and change of authority status.  
 

The next Eastern Area meeting which is also the AGM will be held at Pamphill Village Hall on 
Tuesday 9th July. 

 
c) Northern Area Committee 

Awaiting report. 
 
d) Western Area Committee 

The last meeting was held on Thursday 23 May 2019 at Mountfield, Bridport with 14 members 
attending (representing 3 towns and 9 parish councils).  

 
Cllr Sarah Williams attended as Dorset Council representative. 

 
Stephen Hill, ex director for WDDC, W & P BC and North Dorset attended even though he is 
under notice of redundancy. 

 
The DAPTC Chief Executive sent her apologies. 
 
Reports. 
In relation to the new Dorset Council various concerns were raised, which the meeting asks 
DAPTC to take forward. 

• Cllr Sarah Williams said that she and other Ward councillors will be pushing hard for 
Area Boards to be set up – Localism 

• Cllr Dave Rickard said that it must be a 2-way process and queried whether Local Area 
Boards will be operated on a director or a community basis? 

• Cllr Vanessa Glenn asked if there is a Dorset Council “vision”. Will it be member led, 
with officers implementing decisions? 

• If we wait for Dorset Council to act it may be too late – parishes and towns must be 
proactive and must demand to be recognised as a crucial part of Dorset Council. 

• Concerns were raised that all members of the Cabinet are Conservatives – it had been 
understood that it had previously been agreed that all parties would be represented. 

• Concerns were raised that a cabinet system has been adopted, especially given that 
WDDC changed from that system following a referendum. 

• AGREED that parish and town councils must lobby DAPTC and their Ward councillors. 
• We do exist and Dorset Council needs us. 
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Cllr Sarah Williams said that she will attend future DAPTC Western Area meetings as a ward 
councillor, to ensure continuity, and will look for a deputy. 
Representatives gave brief reports on what is happening in their parishes. 
Items of note 

• Bothenhampton & Walditch PC. A new play area in Lower Walditch is planned, using 
S106 money – PC approval is needed. 

• Beaminster TC. The Community bus is doing well and making a small profit. Play area 
is almost finished. The skate park has got though planning, now the money needs to be 
found. 

• Bradpole PC. The rerouted number “community” bus is proving popular. More 
councillors are needed.  

• Charmouth PC. There are 7 councillors and 4 vacancies. The Post Office has shut, 
negotiations are taking place with another shop proprietor. 

• Broadwindsor PC. All 15 seats filled. The Neighbourhood Plan has passed 
examination, with the Referendum to come. Community Land Trust – 15 affordable 
homes. A Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) has been opened at the school which is open 
to all outside school hours. 

• Chideock PC. North Road was resurfaced last year, and defects are already appearing. 
Painted “SLOW” on the road surface peeling off. A new piece of play equipment has 
been purchased and installed. Official passing places have been constructed by Dorset 
Highways in Sea Hill Lane – there are a few teething problems. A35 pollution is getting 
worse rather than improving. The Parish Council regularly meets with Highways England 
and Dorset Council Environmental Health and is pushing for strategic answers, an 
updated Air Quality Management Plan and new measures to reduce pollution. 

• Corscombe and Halstock PC. There are 2 vacancies and 2 candidates for co-option.  
• Burton Bradstock PC. It is hoped that half of the playground refurbishment will be 

complete before the school summer holiday.  
• Lyme Regis TC. The election was contested and there are 6 new councillors. 2 previous 

councillors lost their seats.  
• Bridport TC. A deal was reached with West Dorset District Council / Dorset Council to 

take over the leasehold of various buildings including The Grove, 1/3 of which will be 
available for community use - more groups have applied than can be catered for, so it is 
taking time to finalise the list. A Climate Emergency motion was passed at the last 
Council meeting, which includes actions. The recent report highlighting an unacceptable 
level of child poverty in Bridport will be acted upon. The Bridport Area Neighbourhood 
Plan has been accepted by Dorset Council and is now in the Regulation 16 public 
consultation period. 

• Upper Marshwood Vale PC. The Neighbourhood Plan is out for the Regulation 16 
consultation. Marshwood has lost its shop and Post Office. A shop committee has been 
formed under the Community Land Trust. There are 2 possible sites. Dorset Highways 
surface dressing is already showing faults. 

• Loders PC. There are 6 councillors out of 10. The S106 money has been spent.  
 

Dates of meetings for 2019. 
Thursday 5 September - AGM 

Thursday 21 November 
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e) Central Area Committee 
 

 
 

f) Purbeck Area Committee 
Report on the meeting of the DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee meeting held on 12.06.19 
13 representatives attended from 8 Parish/Town Councils. 
 
In addition to the decisions below the Area Committee meeting discussed : a local environment 
policy-eco cleaning materials, water fountains, and tree replanting: affordable housing in Worth 
(75% of market rates plus a capital grant from Purbeck District Council to the Housing 
Association of approximately £235,000); Purbeck Local Plan ; Marine Conservation Zone 



 
 
 

 
 
 

12 

management arrangements, and the apparent concentration of jobs with Dorset Council in 
Dorchester at the expense of other locations. 
 
The following decisions were agreed: 
1 Volunteers would be sought to attend the next Parish Council meetings for those Councils 
absent from the meeting with a request for their attendance at future meetings of the Area 
Committee. DAPTC Executive Committee were requested to support this action by the 
production of Frequently Asked/Answered Questions concerning the functions and work of 
DAPTC. 
Three Councillors agreed to carry out these visits. 
2 Clarification was sought from DAPTC on the process whereby Parish and Town Councils 
could request referrals of planning applications to the Planning Committees (Strategic and 
Areas) of Dorset Council. Parish Councils were concerned with the apparent growing reliance 
on decisions being made by officers rather than Planning Committees 
3 The Area Committee opposed the decision by Dorset Council to reduce the period for 
responding to planning applications from 28 days (in the Purbeck District Council area) to 21 
days. This reduction creates additional costs to Parish Councils, reduces local democracy 
including the opportunity for comments from residents, and appears to be based entirely on the 
speed of turning around planning applications. 
Given the interest and importance of planning matters to Parish and Town Councils, DAPTC are 
requested to raise these concerns with Dorset Council. 
4 Newquay Town Council is preparing to submit a proposal under the Sustainable Communities 
Act in relation to allowing local councils the power to enforce civil parking regulations. This will 
be supported by NALC which has also had a long-standing policy position on this matter for 
some years.  
The Purbeck Area Committee supported the Newquay position and urged that NALC be lobbied 
over this matter. 
5 The Area Committee requested that DAPTC supply summary notes of Dorset Council 
meetings attended by officers and/or representatives of DAPTC. 
6 The Area Committee welcomed the report from the CEO of DAPTC. The Area Committee 
requested the presence of the CEO or a senior member of the Executive Committee to attend at 
least one meeting of the Area Committee in any year. 
7 The former monitoring officer of Purbeck District Council has stated that “the same weight is 
given to parish councils as individuals when discussing planning applications”. The Area 
Committee request NALC to comment on this matter. 
8 Access to meetings of Dorset Council. The Area Committee requests that DAPTC make 
representation to Dorset Council to ensure that there is adequate access to all meetings of 
Dorset Council. 
 
Future meetings of the Area Committee were agreed for 04.09.19 and 13.11.19 
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