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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

CENTRAL AREA COMMITTEE 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 17 September 2019 

at Cerne Abbas Village Hall at 7:30pm 
 
Present:  Cllr Thacker  Knightsford Parish Council (Chairman) 
  Cllr Diamond  Broadmayne Parish Council 

Cllr Beeson  Charminster Parish Council 
  Cllr Hampton  Cheselbourne Parish Council 
  Cllr Falkingham Maiden Newton Parish Council 
  Cllr Goff  Maiden Newton Parish Council 
  Cllr Murray  Piddle Valley Parish Council 

Cllr Hughes  Portland Town Council 
Cllr Harris  Weymouth Town Council 
Cllr Delafield  Winterborne St Martin Parish Council 

 
Also present:   Hilary Jordan – Service Manager for Spatial Planning, Dorset Council 
  Kirsty Riglar Secretary – Central Area Committee  
         
21/19.  Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from: 

Cllr Toogood  Broadmayne Parish Council 
Cllr Hyams  Dewlish Parish Council 
Mrs Eastment  Melcombe Horsey Parish Council (Clerk) 
Cllr Aylott  Stratton Parish Council 

  Hilary Trevorah Chief Executive – DAPTC 
    
22/19. Speaker: Hilary Jordan – Service Manager for Spatial Planning, Dorset Council 
Ms Jordan provided the Committee with an update on how the planning function was being 
carried out by Dorset Council.  She explained that in terms of member involvement, Cllr 
David Walsh was Portfolio Holder for Planning, there were three area planning committees 
(Eastern, Northern and Western and Southern) and a strategic planning committee which 
would consider minerals and waste planning applications and those which crossed the 
boundary of more than one area.  Planning policy matters fell within the remit of the Cabinet.  
In terms of decision-making, the Council’s Constitution set out those applications which 
automatically went to committee for determination and those delegated to officers.  However, 
when a town or parish council submitted an objection raising material planning 
considerations this triggered a process whereby the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
relevant area planning committee and the local ward member(s) were asked to consider 
whether an application should be referred to the committee for determination.   
 
Members considered that local councils should be informed of whether the determination of 
applications would be referred to committee or delegated to an officer in advance of the 
decision being made. 
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Ms Jordan explained the officer structure in respect of planning as follows:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was noted that a lot of senior officers with knowledge and experience had left the authority 
and that this would be a challenge for the council.  There were gaps in staffing across the 
planning service and there were likely to be delays before improvements were seen.  
However, a full service review would start in the Autumn, supported by the Planning 
Advisory Service.   
 
Work had already been undertaken to align certain aspects of the handling of planning 
applications in relation to a consistent committee report template, fees and charges and 
consultation timescales.  However, there were still separate IT systems being used which 
was a challenge.  A project to develop a single IT system for the whole Dorset Council area 
had recently commenced. Ms Jordan acknowledged that the system introduced by the 
former Dorset Councils Partnership had not proven as user-friendly as it had been hoped 
and confirmed that it was intended to engage users of the system, including local councils, in 
informing the requirements of the system.  Members welcomed this, sharing their frustrations 
about the current system in use. 
 
In response to a member’s question, Ms Jordan explained that it would be a political 
decision as to the approach that Dorset Council would take to planning enforcement and 
there would be a need for capacity across the whole area.   
 
In response to a member’s question, Ms Jordan confirmed that there were still some delays 
in handling planning applications, particularly on validation, but this varied across the Dorset 
Council area.   
 
Members expressed concern that the 21 day deadline for local councils to submit comments 
on an application was difficult in relation to meeting patterns.  Ms Jordan acknowledged this, 
explaining that it had been introduced to enable decisions to be made as soon as possible, 
but noted this concern which would be considered as part of the review of the planning 
service.  She explained that a representation about this had been received from the DAPTC. 
 
In relation to the submissions made by local councils on applications which were referred to 
the relevant area committee for determination, Ms Jordan explained that whilst these were 
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summarised in the committee report, the full submissions were available online and 
committee members were expected to read these in preparation for meetings.   
 
In relation to Local Plans, Ms Jordan explained that planning applications were being 
determined against the adopted Plans.  Dorset Council had committed to adopt a new Local 
Plan for the whole of its area for 2023.  This would look ahead to 2038 and would combine 
the housing numbers for the predecessor district councils.  As the review of the West Dorset, 
Weymouth and Portland Local Plan had progressed to consultation on preferred options, the 
comments received would be rolled forward into the process for the Dorset Council Plan.  In 
terms of housing numbers for the whole area, the numbers in the emerging reviews were 
being considered.  The Council would be in a stronger position if it allocated lots of land for 
housing and consideration may be given to whether a new town would best deliver the 
required housing.  However this raised issues in relation to infrastructure.  Members were 
informed that the housing number allocations were based upon the household forecast 
which included some economic aspects.  It was necessary to lobby government in order to 
secure funding for infrastructure. 
 
In response to a member’s question, Ms Jordan explained that if a National Park was 
created, there would be different planning considerations than for the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and this would be administered by a separate authority.   
 
Members raised the issue of the need for development to include renewable energy sources 
and zero carbon builds.  Ms Jordan explained that Dorset Council had declared a climate 
emergency and this would need to be considered as an area upon which the Council could 
have an influence in addressing this.   
 
The Chairman reiterated that the DAPTC had lobbied strongly for local councils to be 
included as part of the planning process as this was a major issue for local communities.  He 
thanked Ms Jordan for attending and providing such a detailed update to the Committee.  
 
23/19.  Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 2019 were confirmed as a true and accurate 
record of the last meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
 
Further to minute 12/19, Cllr Falkingham referred to the recycling of electronic devices and 
asked who in the Dorset Waste Partnership to approach about encouraging the public to do 
this.  The Secretary undertook to find out who the most appropriate person was to approach 
about this. 
 
24/19. Report from DAPTC Chief Executive 
The Committee noted the written report from the DAPTC Chief Executive in which she 
explained that she continued to meet with Dorset Council officers, particularly the Executive 
Director of Place, to reiterate that local councils wanted to participate in designing the 
relationship with Dorset Council.  Particular attention was drawn to a series of workshops to 
be held across the Dorset Council area during October to progress this and also to the 
DAPTC events scheduled to be held throughout the Autumn tailored to audiences of both 
councillors and clerks.   
 
The Chairman, as Chairman of the DAPTC, added that he and the Chief Executive had 
recently met the Chief Constable of Dorset Police about rural crime.  He had explained that 
there was a specific team focussed on this issue and hoped that there would be more 
funding made available across the country to increase this.  The Chairman had reiterated 
that liaison between the police and local councils and communities was easier face-to-face.   



Central Area Committee – 17 September 2019 

Chairman: Cllr Alan Thacker                           President: Cllr John Parker              Chief Executive: Hilary Trevorah

 
  

Page 4 of 4 

25/19. Dorset Council update 
In the absence of a representative from Dorset Council, the Chairman referred to a written 
update provided for the meeting.   
 
Members welcomed the list of contacts for Dorset Council staff recently issued to local 
council clerks but hoped that this would be kept updated as changes of staff occurred. 
 
26/19. DorBAG update 
The Committee noted the update from DorBAG submitted by Mrs Eastment. 
 
27/19.  Members’ items 
Cllr Harris suggested that at a future meeting the Committee consider opportunities for local 
councils to work together on aspects of commercialisation to generate income other than 
through the precept, such as sponsorship across parishes.    
 
Cllr Falkingham reported that she would be attending a meeting of the Heart of Wessex Rail 
Partnership.  She reiterated her concerns that it was proposed that a single community rail 
partnership be established for the whole line, covering both Dorset and Somerset.  She also 
expressed her frustration that the disabled access to Dorchester West Station had still not 
yet been progressed. 
 
28/19.  Date of next meeting 
It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 19 November at 7:30pm (venue to 
be confirmed). 
 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm. 
 
 
 

 
Signed_______________________________ Date_____________________ 
 
Cllr Alan Thacker (Chairman) 
Chairman 


