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DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee meeting held  
on Wednesday 8th September  2019 at Wareham Town Hall 

 
Chairman:   Peter Bowyer 
Secretary:   Ali Burnett 
 
Present:    Debbie Weller  Wareham St Martin Parish Council 

Josephine Parish Corfe Castle Parish Council  
Nigel Dragon   Corfe Castle Parish Council    

    Pete Christie  Langton Matravers Parish Council 
    Mike Lovell  Langton Matravers Parish Council 
    Sarah Jackson West Lulworth Parish Council 
    Jon Davey  West Lulworth Parish Council 
    Roger Khanna  Worth Matravers Parish Council 
    Avril Harris  Swanage Town Council 
    Micki Attridge  Lytchett Matravers Parish Council  
    Martyn Colvey  Lytchett Matravers Parish Council 
 
1.Welcome 
  
2.To receive apologies for absence 
Mike Bonfield  Swanage Town Council 
Emily Blake   Chaodon Herring Parish Council  
Sue Acland   Bloxworth Parish Meeting 
Ruth Evans    Winfrith Newburgh Parish Council 
Hilary Trevorah  DAPTC Chief Executive  

3.To approve minutes of the 12th of June 2019 meeting, A copy of the minutes had been circulated to all 
members prior to the meeting. Mike Lovell proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the 
meeting. This was seconded by Pete Christie and the minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the 
meeting 
4. To consider any matters within the minutes that require updating or clarification. These were to be taken 
later in the meeting under other agenda items.  
 
5. Reports on ongoing matters, The reduction in time allowed for Purbeck Parish and Town Councils to 
comment on planning applications, Local Government Re-organisation, Purbeck Local Plan.  At the last 
meeting eight actions were agreed to be taken forward to the DAPTC executive Committee. There had not been 
time to discuss the actions at the meeting thus they had not been addressed, nor were they addressed in 
writing afterwards as had been requested. Alan Thacker did send a response to Peter Bowyer regarding the low 
level of participation in P&T Council elections, but it did not address the list of concerns raised by the PAC 
group. Peter proposed the group request again that the number of points are addressed. 
The portfolio holder for planning is not prepared to consider an increase in timescales to consider planning 
applications as a fast turnaround is so important.  Nigel Dragon said that Dorset Council are not granting 
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extensions of time to Parishes as readily since the reduction in timescale. He also noted that very often other 
consultees were granted more time, so the Parish Council were required to comment prior to seeing how 
neighbours, highways and other consultees had responded. Roger Khanna echoed this and said that that in one 
instance a design and conservation officer had not written their report, and that conservation area reports were 
sometimes not available. He said that Parish Councils cannot make an informed decision without seeing this 
information.  
Mike Lovell raised that Purbeck used to be very efficient in terms of timescale so could not understand it. Pete 
Christie suggested that an invoice is raised by Parish and Town Councils and delivered to Dorset Council to cover 
the expense of holding an extraordinary meeting of a planning committee. This would need to cover the hire of 
the hall and the Clerks time.  
The group wish to press Dorset Council to reconsider the reduction in time allowed for Purbeck Parish and Town 
Councils to comment on planning applications.  The emphasis now appears to be on the convenience of officers, 
rather than listening to elected members who are representing their communities.  
Peter Bowyer said we need an effective planning process as well as an efficient one. There needs to be a balance.  

 Roger Khanna said that it should be emphasised that Parish and Town Councils always endeavour to respond 
as soon as possible but should be allowed to respond within 28 days.  

 Avril Harris advised Matt Prosser is visiting Swanage Town Council and she will aim to raise this with him on his 
visit.  

 
 Action: To make representation campaigning against the 28 day timescale through DAPTC, to write to 

DAPTC Dorset.  
 Action: To contact the Clerks in the other areas and ask their secretaries to circulate the letter.  
 Action: To ask Dorset Council what evidence they have to show a 21 day timescale is more efficient.  
 Action: To raise the reduction in timescale for planning to planning applications and the problems it 

presents to P&T Councils at the DAPTC Seminar on the 10th of October 
 
 Action: Incorporating the responses from the above actions; to address Dorset Council at a meeting with 

a specific representation from PAC regarding the reduction in timescale to respond to planning 
applications. 
 
LGR is addressed in Hilary’s report under item 8. 
Purbeck Local Plan. There have been two sets of hearings since the last meeting. The inspector has reviewed 
spoken and written evidence. Many issues have been discussed and we expect to see them in the Inspector’s 
report. There are two final days to discuss the remaining issues; housing supply and the environment. These 
topics will be subject to further representations from those who had originally made representation on these 
matters. Peter Bowyer urged members to attend.  
It is likely the report will be ready towards the end of November. Peter is concerned about the response of Natural 
England who encourage the use of SANGS. There is a protective dimension Natural England should encourage 
and Peter believes the representative at the hearing had adopted a pro-development agenda. We have a highly 
designated area which needs protection and it should only be built on in exceptional circumstances.  
Jon Davey said there are now 15 supplementary documents to read. He noted the small sites policy had been 
rewritten but not to their PC’s satisfaction. He urged parties to get their representations into the officers in good 
time.  
Sarah Jackson said developers were ruthless and shameful in persuading the inspector to change the language 
of the plan. For example, it was asked that ‘a maximum of 470’ homes in Wool was changed to ‘a minimum of 
470’. The inspector did not seem phased by this. If the language is changed the whole plan changes. It was 
reported that officer Steve Boyt has agreed to go away and review the language to see if it could be made more 
‘flexible’. Wool held a special meeting and resolved that if the language is changed, they will demand a public 
consultation.  
Mike Lovell thinks it is important to get the Purbeck Plan into the Dorset Plan. Sarah agreed it is important to have 
a plan in place but would not agree that having any plan is better than having no plan.   
Roger Khanna said we need to keep an eye on amendments. Initially the small sites policy stated up to 30 houses 
could be built up to a settlement boundary, this was then reduced to five, however it can go on any site that 
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adjoins a settlement boundary so there could be multiple developments of 5 houses. This is not an acceptable 
amendment. 
Josephine Parish raised that no one was allowed to speak about houses being carbon neutral. Peter said that he 
had raised this but when the inspector referred it to the officer they were told this would not be part of the plan. 
Action: Peter to circulate information regarding carbon neutral housing forming part of a local plan. 
 

6. Declarations of Climate Emergency and Environmental Agendas of Councils. Josephine Parish had 
written to DAPTC seeking guidance from them in supporting town and parish Councils responding to the climate 
emergency, as recommended by NALC. DAPTC have advised they will be liaising with town and parish Councils. 
Corfe Castle PC and Langton Matravers PC have started policies and terms of reference which have been shared 
across the Purbeck Area. At the recent cabinet meeting Josephine spoke to Ray Bryan who advised they had 
read the governments National Energy Climate Plan. Cllr Alford was asked would he be speaking at the DAPTC 
conference about climate change and he advised he did not plan to.  
Corfe Castle PC are holding a meeting on the 4th of October at 7pm. Derek Moss will be speaking to advise 
businesses and resident on how they can make a difference and all Councils are welcome.  The meeting may be 
filmed so it can be circulated to other Councils. Can a slide show be circulated? Yes if there is one.  
  
7. DAPTC Chief Executive’s Report (circulated with Agenda) 
The Chief Executives report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
Hilary reported that Dorset Council would like to have a conversation with parish and town councils to develop an 
agreement about working together on matters of common interest. It has a set up an Executive Advisory Panel 
under the Chairmanship of Cllr Tony Alford (Portfolio Holder for Customer, Community and Regulatory Services). 
One of the events is likely to be in Wareham and they will be held on the 16, 22 and 29 October starting at 7pm 
Sarah Jackson noted that again no one from DAPTC had attended the PAC meeting.  She asked how can DAPTC 
know what Parish and Towns want as they have not been asked?  
The group have still not seen the minutes of any meetings that Hilary has attended nor have they received any 
feedback.  
It was reported that Clerks are to receive a list of contacts at Dorset Council. Sarah had been advised by her ward 
member that the list had been given to DAPTC but had not been forwarded. Sarah would suggest you ask your 
ward member for this. 
Sarah proposes that the DAPTC constitution is examined and we see what we should expect from DAPTC and 
what is being delivered.  
She would like to see the contract between DAPTC and the Dorset Council. Sarah had some concerns about the 
content as there was an expectation for DAPTC to promote aspect of the Councils agenda. She asked how can 
they do this if it conflicts with the agenda of members? 
Hilary had sent an email to Peter explaining why her and her colleagues were unable to attend the meeting. She 
addressed concerns raised previously; 
Re. the status of P&T Councils as non-statutory consultees in the planning process. Hilary confirmed that NALC 
have benn ongoing lobbying to get P&T Councils statutory status. They confirmed P&T Councils comments have 
no extra weight than the public and emphasised it is important for P&T’s to develop a good working relationship 
with the planning authority and to get involved in preapplication discussions (not to be confused with pre 
application advice).  
Re. Dorset Councils decision making process on planning applications. This will be reported on at the forthcoming 
Clerks Seminar and they can share this information with their Councils.  
There was a discussion about the cost of DAPTC seminars and Peter Bowyer asked does every Council have a 
training budget or a section in their standing orders which encourages Councillors to engage in training. Most 
Councils responded yes they did.  
 
Action: To examine DAPTC’s constitution 
Action: To request a copy of the contact between DAPTC and Dorset Council. If it has not been delivered 
by the 10th of October can it be raised at the seminar.  
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9. Liaison with local groups; The Dorset Coastal Forum, PTAG, PPAC and any other appropriate bodies 
(Dorset Nature Partnership), nominations for members of PAC to sit on these committees. 
The Clerk has liaised with other groups and PAC will endeavour to have a representative attending the meeting 
of Purbeck Transport Action Group, Pan Purbeck Action Campaign and Dorset Nature Partnership.  
Nigel Dragon attends PPAC so would be happy to report.  
Debbie Weller advise that the attendance at PTAG is poor and that bodies that are required to attend, such as 
the bus company, no longer do. It therefore becomes a talking shop. Martin Colvey raised that it would be 
helpful to have links with other TAG’s and asked do the groups liaise? Debbie recalled that Purbeck were in 
favour of this but she was not aware any such meeting had taken place.  
Peter Bowyer will report on PPAC. 
Dorset Local Nature Partnership meet quarterly and are further afield. Peter asked could members go back to 
their Councils and if there are any nominations to represent this body at the Dorset Local Nature Partnership.  
The Dorset Coastal Forum are holding an annual meeting that is chargeable to attend. Peter reported that he 
had been previously and it was very worthwhile. More details will be circulated as they become available.  
Action: Members go back to their Councils to see if there are any nominations to represent the Purbeck 
Area Committee body at the Dorset Local Nature Partnership.  
 
 
9. Open Forum 
Nigel Dragon asked was there any update regarding parking enforcement? No there was not we are waiting for 
a response from DAPTC. 
Roger Khanna has a growing concern about the insufficient responses from highways to planning applications. 
He does not feel we are getting a professional or proper service. Highways are statutory consultees and they 
neglect to identify important issues. Mike Lovell said he had seen evidence of officers wanting to comment but 
not being permitted to do so. Sarah Jackson supported this. Avril Harris thought it may be due to insufficient 
staff.  
Peter Christie reported that Langton Matravers Parish Council are still waiting for white lines on the road from 
Langton to Kingston. The road is notoriously dangerous in the fog and numerous cars have come of the road. 
Highways initially reported that there was no need for the lines and Pete asked had the officer even been to see 
the road? He suspected not. Cllr Brooks has been chasing the job and managed to get costs dropped, however 
the said white lines are still not painted and October is getting closer.  
Martin Colvey advised his parish are considering introducing a charge for their car park. He would be interested 
to hear any information about parking enforcement when it is received from DAPTC.  
Re. The Purbeck Local Plan. Peter Bowyer said that if the second homes policy were to be implemented it 
would be a problem for developers and may mean that projects do not go ahead. Removing a number of 
prospective buyers would reduce the marketability of the properties. Peter confirmed that the second homes 
policy is still in the local plan. It was proposed a primary residency policy should be in place which would include 
holiday lets. The original primary residence policy, as written by Purbeck District Council, had been forwarded to 
the inspector.  
Avril Harris reported Swanage were debating a motion on a Climate Crisis Emergency on the 6th of September. 
This would lead to a carbon footprint audit of their working practices, followed by polices. Langton didn’t declare 
a climate emergency but have developed an environmental strategy and a tree policy, requesting trees are 
replaced three-fold when removed for planning. They also have an open meeting planned with the National 
Trust to discuss repopulation of species in natural spaces.  
Avril reported that Dorset Council are undertaking a long-awaited scheme in Swanage to widen the road in 
Institute Road. This should make the area safer for pedestrians. Swanage TC had to contribute in the region of 
£100,000 to the project.  
Sarah Jackson advised P&T Councils to be wary of caravan parks being given unrestricted planning due to a 
licencing clause. They are experiencing a case of this emerging at the Durdle Door caravan site ad she will be 
keeping an eye on its progress. Jon Davey said they really need expert legal advice. Peter Bowyer suggested 
that the Council seek advise from DAPTC or someone with planning experience. Sarah said the application is 
being dealt with through licencing, rather than planning. 
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Josephine Parish was interested to hear if other Parishes are making a climate declaration. West Lulworth 
confirmed that they have made a declaration. Lytchett Matravers have not, Studland Parish Council have not, 
Wareham St Martins are discussing it at their next meeting.  
Peter Bowyer reported on a recent meeting between Richard Drax and several stakeholders to discuss and 
alternative provision in times when the ferry is off. A landing stage would go in place on the slip way of the 
harbour. There is no further update so far and no clear date at which the ferry may be back in service.  
Peter requested any relevant articles which relate to protecting the countryside and could feature in the CRPE 
magazine. Please let him know if any Council have any suggestions.  
There have been a series of four engagement meetings regarding the proposed development at the Knoll 
House Hotel. The application will go to the eastern district planning board. The Hotel group have been engaging 
with residents to form a case in support of the proposed development. Having done this they can now show 
evidence of community support.  
 
10. Date and items for next meeting  
 
The next meeting will take place on the 13th November, both will be at Wareham Town Hall, commencing 7pm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9pm.  
 


