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DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee meeting held  
on Wednesday 13th November 2019 at Wareham Town Hall 

 
Chairman:  Peter Bowyer 
Secretary:  Ali Burnett 
 
Present:   Debbie Weller  Wareham St Martin 
    June Richards  Lytchett Minster and Upton Parish Council    
    Pete Christie  Langton Matravers Parish Council 
    Mike Lovell  Langton Matravers Parish Council 
    Emily Blake  Chaldon Herring Parish Council 
    Tina Foster  Swanage Town Council 
    Sarah Jackson West Lulworth Parish Council 
    Jon Davey  West Lulworth Parish Council 
    Roger Khanna  Worth Matravers Parish Council 
    Beryl Ezzard  Wareham Town Council 
    Avril Harris  Swanage Town Council 
    Josephine Parish  Corfe Castle Parish Council  
    Steve Clarke   Corfe Castle Parish Council 
    Haydn White  DAPTC 
    Anthony Alford Dorset Council  
 

1.Welcome 
  

2.To receive apologies for absence 
 
Apologies have been received from: 
Mike Bonfield   Swanage Town Council 
Nigel Dragon    Corfe Castle Parish Council 
Hilary Trevorah   DAPTC 
Matt Etherington   Studland Parish Council 
Alex Brenton    Lytchett Minster and Upton Parish Council   
Martin Colvey   Lytchett Matravers Parish Council 
Nikki Attridge    Lytchett Matravers Parish Council 
 

3.To approve minutes of the 4th September 2019 meeting, A copy of the minutes had been circulated to all 
members prior to the meeting. Debbie Weller proposed they were a true and accurate record and this was 
seconded by Sarah Jackson. All members agreed. 

 
4. To consider any matters within the minutes that require updating or clarification- None 
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5. Open Forum- Any items for discussion; This item was brought forward on the agenda so members 
could raise items for comment by Cllr Anthony Alford who was attending on behalf od Dorset Council. 
Josephine Parish drew attention to the AGAR review consultation and asked can members consider responding 
asking that mitigation against climate change can be considered when completing an AGAR. 
Many members raised the reduction of time to comment on planning applications from 28 to  to 21 days and the 
problems it presents.  
Jon Davey would like to see an improved relationship between Dorset Council and Parish and Town Councils.  
In West Lulworth they are particularly concerned about the undermining of the AONB, specifically with relation 
to the Purbeck Local Plan.  
Both Wareham and Swanage Town Councils have declared Climate emergencies and are implementing plans 
and actions. Swanage TC have purchased  electric vehicles. 
Corfe Castle PC would like to see the whole of the Isle of Purbeck as a genuinely plastic free destination, to 
cover hotels and organisations. 
In the spring Corfe Castle PC are opening a dialogue on second home ownership, it’s impact on affordability 
and how this can be mitigated.  
Roger Khanna expressed frustration that recent workshops and peer reviews were being conducted in 
Dorchester and no opportunity had been offered to submit comments by other means. This poses a problem for 
those located outside of Dorchester.  
Lytchett Minster and Upton Town Council have found it is very hard to get responses form Dorset Council, 
saying that it can take numerous attempts to get an answer from officers. This was echoed by Debbie Weller 
who is struggling to get actions followed up that had been promised by the former Purbeck District Council. 
Debbie asked do Highways actually visit sights prior to commenting on planning applications? A site in her 
parish had been approved and now highways are having to consider a change in speed limit along the road 
because an entrance/exit is not safe. This seems like bad planning. Debbie also asked can planners consider a 
requirement to replace trees that are removed with native species.  
Peter Bowyer has concerns about trees being cut down in the conservation area, he is also worried about the 
heavy volume of traffic through and around Studland.   
Peter has been advised there may be potential to have area policies, which recognise one part of the county is 
different to another. This would be welcomed by Parish and Town Councils.  
Re. Highways planning; Avril Harris asked can the officer please comment on ‘No comment’ so that P&T 
Councils can understand why? Can we have more information? Cllr Alford said that procedure is to reply with 
‘No Comment’ and suggested concerns about specific applications are raised with the ward member.  
Haydn White commented that there is a commonality of complaint Dorset wide and that these points can be 
brought to the executive meeting. John Snellgren can be approached with these issues and they can be 
reported in the newsletter of Dorset Council. This would be one way of addressing concerns. 
Josephine Parish asked that locally based meetings be introduced between T&P Councils and Dorset Council. 
The regular meetings that used to take place with Purbeck DC were very useful. 
 
Cllr Allford was concerned to hear about the reported instance re. highways consultations on planning. This 
officer is very thorough, and he cannot see why or how this would have occurred. The group said can they 
please have more detail in responses so that they can understand how a conclusion has been determined?  
Cllr Alford does hope to see a policy on replacing trees introduced. This was raised at the DAPTC AGM and is 
under discussion. There is a demand for such a policy to be Dorset Council wide. Members said that if such a 
policy is introduced it will need to be policed to make it effective. 
 
Steve Clarke asked who is providing leadership on education in Dorset? With the number of trusts emerging 
Dorset seem to be relinquishing responsibility. Cllr Alford responded that if a school decide to join an academy 
that is their decision to make, irrespective of the views of the local authority. 
 

6. Reports on ongoing matters; Local Government Re-organisation, Purbeck Local Plan Jon Davey asked 
at the AGM how are Dorset Council going to Monitor an improvement in communications? Unless it is 
monitored how can it be measured.  
Action: DAPTC Executive Committee to ask Dorset Council how it monitors its performance  
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Peter Bowyer advised that there had been three additional days in October for the inspectors hearing of the 
Purbeck Local Plan. There may be a requirement for a further days hearing in January. After this the 
modifications to the plan will be suggested by the inspector and it is likely a revised paper may not be issued 
until Spring 2020. 
The Second Home policy that had been provisionally included in the draft plan had been applied to some 
applications. This has been successfully appealed by a developer in Swanage which may result in the policy not 
being accepted. If it is accepted it is likely it will be more comprehensive. Saville’s had commented at the 
hearing that if such a policy was implemented they would not develop.  
It was suggested that much of the evidence for the Purbeck Local Plan may well be utilised for the draft Dorset 
Local Plan.  
Dorset Council, along with many Town and Parish Councils have declared a climate emergency. There is a 
meeting being held by Dorset Council on the 19th of November. Avril Harris said Swanage TC have made their 
public spaces ‘plastic free’. Josephine Parish said that at the NALC Conference, NALC had declared a Climate 
Emergency and she would ask DAPTC does the same? Josephine has been liaising with other T&P Councils 
re. creating an informal network where ideas and expertise can be shared.  
Haydn White said that you cannot push an environmental agenda onto Councils. Each Council is a sovereign 
body and DAPTC cannot set their agenda. Josephine Parish said that whilst that is the case DAPTC can 
encourage everybody to act and T&P Councils have a duty to act on behalf of their residents. 
It was suggested the PAC group request DAPTC ask all P&T Council’s what is there position on declaring a 
climate emergency and taking action against climate change? This would open a dialogue on the matter. 
Josephine Parish said Dorset Council are already collating this information. She would still like to see DAPTC 
make a declaration, NALC have, the Government have- this is not a political agenda, it is an agenda for 
everyone.  
Peter Bowyer said we also need to be tackling worldwide major polluters. This does not undermine the work of 
smaller organisations but must be considered.  
Action: The PAC group ask that at the next DAPTC executive committee we discuss how T&P Councils 
can be encouraged to declare a climate emergency and take action against climate change. 
Action: The Purbeck Area Committee Representatives to ask where the DAPTC Executive Committee 
stood in respect of a Climate Change Declaration. 
 
 

7. Dorset Council Plan Consultation. Dorset Council are consulting on the five issues they wish to include in the 
Dorset Council Plan. The Chair asked have Councils considered this and will they be responding as bodies? 
He asked are responses in the Public Domain. It was widely felt that is a ‘wish list’ and lacks any depth, vision 
or meaning. It is believed that you can only reply though the online survey, rather than in a written report. 
Action: The Secretary to circulate the questionnaire to the members as a word doc. 

8. New Regulations regarding Parish Council Website Accessibility- Proposed by Debbie Weller that the 
Dorset Council host Parish Council Websites. Debbie Weller had proposed that the new regulation on 
accessibility of websites may present problems to Parish Councils and that websites may not at present be 
compliant. All T&P Councils were encouraged to have a website and now they have been hit with regulations. 
Might Dorset Council be able to host sites? Do they have the capability?Roger Khanna is not sure the 
regulations apply to smaller Councils. This needs to be confirmed.  
Action: To clarify, do smaller Councils need to comply? If they do, do the group wish to pursue with 
Dorset Council? 
Action: For DAPTC Executive Committee to ask Dorset Council if they are able to host the websites of 

Parish and Town Council 

9. Correspondence received. Items of circulated correspondence were listed; the following were discussed. .  
Waste Disposal Facility Consultation. A public consultation had taken place on  potential locations for an on 
or off shore, underground waste disposal facility. We were unaware of any T&P Councils who were consulted. 
The National Trust were not consulted, neither was the ward member. It was reported by Pete Christie that the 
nationwide consultation only received 93 responses. This raises concerns about how consultations are 
promoted and disseminated to T&P Councils.  
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Dorset Council Planning Peer Review. Peter understands T&P Councils are able to submit comments if they 

are unable to attends and he would encourage Council’s to do so. The event is taking place on the 14th of 

January.  

10. DAPTC Chief Executive’s Report . Prior to the meeting the CE’s report was circulated to all members.  
The paper is split into two, the latter part of which addresses specific concerns raised by DAPC Purbeck Area 
Committee. The queries raised by the group that were relevant to Dorset Council have still not been answered. 
The Chairman asked did the group agree to chase up the issues raised at DAPTC and ask can we 
please have answers? Haydn White has advised the questions will be answered in a Dorset Council 
newsletter.  
Sarah Jackson felt the report was not accurate. The group do not receive full minutes of meetings as stated and 

the details of the agreement between Dorset Council and DAPTC were not discussed in detail at the executive 

meeting.  There was advice from the Chief Executive that she would get back to Sarah on an amendment and 

do date nothing has been reported.  

Cllr Parish asked can the minutes of the executive meetings be regularly updated on the DAPTC website?  

 

Concerns were raised that DAPTC did not have the capacity to fulfil its functions.  

 

Action: DAPTC Executive Committee to consider whether DAPTC has the resources and capacity to 

fulfil its functions and that a review of these matters and its Constitution be conducted in 2020. 

Action: The representatives of the Purbeck Area Committee are requested to raise the matters of the 

grant from Dorset Council, and the CEO’s report at the meeting of DAPTC planned for 07.12.19 

11. Liaison with local groups; The Dorset Coastal Forum, PTAG, PPAC and any other appropriate bodies 
Dorset Nature Partnership (Any Parish Council Nominations for PAC representative on DNP?) 
Josephine Parish was nominated to attend the Dorset Nature Partnership meetings on behalf of DAPTC. This 
was approved by Corfe Castle Parish Council and it was agreed Cllr Parish will attend.  
There was no report from PTAG. 
Pan Purbeck Action Campaign will continue and work in close liaison with the CPRE.  

 

12. Date and items for the next meeting 
 

The next meetings will be held on February 12th 2020 and the following on May 20th 2020. 
 
 


