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        Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils 

(Affiliated to the National Association of Local Councils) 

Colliton Annexe 
                               Colliton Park 

DORCHESTER 
Dorset 

DT1 1XJ 
 

Tel:  01305 260972 
E-mail:  daptc@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

www.dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 21 September 2019 at 9.30am  
At Dorset Youth Association (DYA) HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1QL 

 
19/37 ATTENDANCE 
Present:  
 Mr John Parker DAPTC President 
 Cllr Alan Thacker DAPTC Chairman   
 Cllr Haydn White DAPTC Vice Chairman 
 Cllr John Broom Western Area   
 Cllr K D Johnson Towns and Larger Parish Councils  
 Cllr Lindsey Dedden   Towns and Larger Parish Councils / NALC Rep 
 Mr Tony Gibb DAPTC Vice-President  
 Cllr Mike Jones Northern Area Chairman 
 Cllr Penny Yeo Eastern Area 
 Cllr Peter Bowyer Purbeck Area Chairman 
 Cllr Sarah Jackson Purbeck Area 
 Cllr Gillian Barry Central Area 
 Cllr Terry Cordery Eastern Area 
 
In attendance:  
 Mrs Hilary Trevorah DAPTC Chief Executive 
 Mrs Donna Yea DAPTC Honorary Treasurer  
 Mrs Lisa Cooper PA to DAPTC Chief Executive / Training Coordinator 
 Ms Debbie Hollings DAPTC Customer Relationship Manager 
 
19/38 Apologies for absence received from:    
 Mr David Jenkins DAPTC Vice-President 
 Cllr Janet Page DAPTC Vice-President 
 Cllr Chris Turner  Towns and Larger Parish Councils Chairman 
 Cllr Peter Noel Western Area 
 
19/39 WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Executive Committee meeting. 
 
19/40 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Debbie Hollings and Hilary Trevorah declared an interest for agenda item 8, as their job 
descriptions include delivering training. 
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19/41 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22 JUNE 2019  
The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting on 22 June 2019 were accepted by the 
Committee as a true and accurate record of events and signed by the Chairman. 
 
19/42 MATTERS ARISING 
There was a lengthy discussion based on the Dorset Council officer contacts list, supplied to 
member council clerks only, via the DAPTC office, following Cllr Anthony Alford’s presentation at 
the 22 June 2019 Executive Committee meeting. Dorset Council had stressed to the office that the 
list was for use by clerks only; this information was clearly stated when the office forwarded the 
contact list. Some Executive Committee members felt the list should also be available to parish and 
town councillors and were concerned that due to their clerk’s working hours, they may not be able 
to contact the appropriate officer at Dorset Council. Cllr Barry advised that out of hours contact 
numbers are available on the Dorset Council website. The Chief Executive to inform John Sellgren, 
Executive Director for Place, Dorset Council about the points raised. She confirmed that the contact 
details are available for parish and town council officers. 
 
22 June 2019 minutes, ‘action to be taken’ paragraph 19/30 - The Chief Executive reported that she 
has liaised with Blandford Forum Town Council clerk. Issues were raised which the Chief Executive 
has referred to other Town Council clerks. As a result of this, the Dorchester Town Clerk will add an 
additional paragraph to the letter regarding why surplus council tax can’t be returned to town and 
parish councils. The letter will be sent within the next two weeks. Cllr Peter Bowyer pointed out that 
most people on housing benefit don’t pay council tax, others pay a reduced amount. The Chief 
Executive will ask the Dorchester Town Council clerk to clarify. Subject to these points, the 
Executive Committee members confirmed they are happy for the Chief Executive to continue with 
the action. 
22 June 2019 minutes, ‘action to be taken’ paragraph 19/32 – any points not covered in the initial 
response to the Purbeck Area Committee meeting will be covered in the Chief Executive’s report. 
22 June 2019 minutes, ‘action to be taken’ paragraph 19/35 – the President has already attended 
the Dorset Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Forum as the DAPTC representative, for which the 
Chairman thanked him. 
All other actions on the Action Sheet had been carried out by the Chief Executive and the 
Chairman.  
 
Action – Chief Executive to liaise with Dorchester Town Clerk for clarification over the issue 
that most people on housing benefit don’t pay council tax, others pay a reduced amount 
 
Action – Chief Executive to send council tax base letter to Dorset Council’s Executive 
Director (Corporate Development S151) Aidan Dunn with additional paragraph to be supplied 
by Dorchester Town Council clerk (taking into account any extra information regarding the 
above action point) 
 
 
19/43 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
The Chairman reported that both the new Dorset Council and Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole Council are well established and working well; it is very important to support them, contacts 
are very important. At the recent Dorset Council meeting, the Dorset Council Chair and Leader 
made public statements that they will work with DAPTC. 
 
He advised that Central Area meetings do not have very good council representation. There are 
opportunities for councillors, but the same few councillors attend each time. The meetings take a 
long time to arrange and set up. All the area meetings need to encourage a better turn out, 
something all committee members should think about. The point was made that it is important to 
have something interesting on the agenda to attract councilors to the meetings. 
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The Chairman met James Vaughan, Dorset Police Chief Constable. They hope to meet for 
discussion every six months.   
 
19/44 STRATEGY GROUP REPORT  
The President apologised that due to uncertainty over they way the new unitaries were shaping 
services, the Strategy Group had not been moving forward as much as they had hoped. He then 
presented the report. 
 
The Chief Executive and Customer Relationship Manager left the room at 10.32am prior to 
discussion of the appendix document to item 8. 
 
The President said that looking at the whole way forward, local councils are becoming more 
professional and we must reflect this in our image and our training; quality assurance is very 
important. A question was asked as to whether councils can insist that councilors attend training. 
The answer was that this can be put in Standing Orders. Councils should also be encouraged to put 
money aside in their budgets for training. Being happy with these suggestions, the President will 
have a couple of meetings with the Strategy group to get things ready for the March executive 
meeting. 
 
The meeting suspended at 10.59am and resumed at 11.10am when the Chief Executive and 
Customer Relationship Manager rejoined the meeting. 
 
19/45 AGM ARRANGEMENTS AND PROPOSALS 
The Chief Executive presented her report.  
 
It was noted that David Jenkins is standing down as Vice President.  
 
Vice-Chairman Cllr Haydn White nominated Tony Gibb and Cllr Janet Page to continue as Vice 
Presidents and John Parker to continue as President.  
Seconded by Cllr KD Johnson. 
 
Cllr Haydn White announced he would not be continuing as Vice Chairman.  
 
Resolution for Donna Yea and Andrew Notley to continue as Honorary Treasurer and Honorary 
Auditor: 
Cllr Terry Cordery – proposed 
Cllr Lindsey Dedden – seconded 
 
The AGM Motions received from member council plus comments from NALC were presented to the 
committee. 
 
Sherborne Town Council: NALC advise this can be fed back into any ongoing discussions and 
debates at NALC for awareness raising for collective lobbying. It was agreed that the motion should 
go forward to the AGM. 
 
Portland Town Council: NALC advise this can be fed back into any ongoing discussions and 
debates at NALC for awareness raising for collective lobbying. It was agreed that the motion would 
not go forward to the AGM; Portland Town Council to be advised to refer this issue to their local 
Dorset Councillor and to also raise with their MP 
 
Action – advise Portland Town Council that their motion will not be going forward to the 
AGM and to refer this issue to their local Dorset Councillor and to also raise with their MP. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

Langton Matravers Parish Council (a. statutory consultees b.28 days to respond to planning): NALC 
advise this is already national policy and they are already lobbying on these issues but will use the 
new information to update its case. It was agreed that the motion should go forward to the AGM. 
 
Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council: NALC advise this is already national policy; they are already 
lobbying on the issues but will use the new information to update their case. It was agreed that the 
motion would not go forward to the AGM; Okeford Fitzpaine Parish Council to be advised to take up 
the matter directly with Dorset Highways, with respect to their own area. 
 
Chideock Parish Council: NALC advise this is already national policy; they are already lobbying on 
the issues but will use the new information to update their case. It was agreed that the motion 
should go forward to the AGM. 
 
Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council: NALC advise that this is likely to receive favourable consideration 
by NALC’s Policy Committee at its next meeting in 2020. It was agreed that the motion should go 
forward to the AGM. 
 
Blandford Forum Town Council: NALC advise this can be fed back into any ongoing discussions 
and debates at NALC for awareness raising for collective lobbying. It was agreed that the motion 
would go forward to the AGM. 
 
Bryanston Parish Council: NALC advise that the motion is reasonable to consider but that if adopted 
DAPTC would need to seek legal advice from the NALC legal team on GDPR implications. It was 
agreed that the motion would not go forward to the AGM; Bryanston Parish Council to be advised 
that this facility already exists. Tony Gibb will send the DAPTC office further information to send to 
Bryanston Parish Council. 
 
Action – advise Bryanston Parish Council that their motion will not be going forward to the 
AGM and supply alternative suggestions (once received from Tony Gibb). 
 
West Lulworth Parish Council: NALC advise this is not already national policy but would require 
strong evidence to be supported at NALC Policy Committee. It can be fed back into any ongoing 
discussions and debates at NALC for awareness raising for collective lobbying. It was agreed that 
the motion would go forward to the AGM. 
 
Beaminster Town Council: NALC advise this is already national policy; they are already lobbying on 
the issues but will use the new information to update their case. It was agreed that the motion 
should go forward to the AGM. 
 
Langton Matravers Parish Council (trees): NALC advise that this is likely to receive favourable 
consideration by NALC’s Policy Committee at its next meeting in 2020. It was agreed that the 
motion should go forward to the AGM. 
 
Weymouth Town Council: NALC advise this is already national policy; they are already lobbying on 
the issues but will use the new information to update their case. It was agreed that the motion 
should go forward to the AGM. 
Cllr Gillian Barry left the meeting at 12.02pm 
 
Due to the time spent discussing the AGM motions and the significant amount of discussion about 
the Constitution, amendments to the Constitution will be deferred to a future meeting. 
 
Action – schedule amendments to the Constitution for a future agenda item. 
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19/46 CLIMATE CHANGE 
The Chief Executive, Hilary Trevorah, advised that an email received from Cllr Josephine Parish 
with various requests was sent to all Executive Committee members prior to the meeting.  
 
Hilary has spoken to NALC as to whether they have a climate change toolkit. NALC have advised 
that the issue of climate change is being discussed at the NALC conference at the end of October. 
The Chief Executive has also been in contact with the Cornwall Association of Local Councils who 
are giving assistance to their members on climate change. The President suggested we continue to 
request NALC to provide a climate change toolkit and to also encourage Dorset Council to 
encourage Town and Parish Councils.  
 
The point was made that some people have strong feelings about climate whereas others have very 
different feelings; a wider discussion is therefore needed, and we must not be caught up in political 
bias.  
 
Following general discussion on the matter, Hilary advised if people want us to make information 
available, that the most effective way is for articles to be in the DAPTC newsletter, although any 
such articles must be impartial and non-political. 
 
19/47 CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 
The Chief Executive gave her report. She explained that John Sellgren, Dorset Council Director of 
Place, has assured her that release of the details of the workshop venues for the Dorset Council 
workshops with parish and town councils is imminent. She also requested the Executive members 
to think about the format they would like the Dorset Council meetings to have, what success would 
be like in the relationship with Dorset Council, how this could be reflected at the workshops and dos 
and don’ts at the events, which will be led by the hosts, Dorset Council. 
 
A discussion followed, based on these points. Amongst other things, the absence of a venue in the 
East of the county was questioned, the fact that expectations of various town and parish councils 
are very different and will there will follow up workshops, since Dorset Council will have learnt a lot 
and minutes from the second and third workshops will reflect things which people at the first 
meeting won’t know about. A follow up workshop to carry on the process at the end of January, 
beginning of February was suggested. The Chief Executive will pass this information to John 
Sellgren; the request could also be made to Cllr Spencer Flower, Dorset Council Leader, at the 
DAPTC AGM. The Vice Chairman said this could be a major agenda item for area meetings 
immediately after the workshops, along the lines of ‘you can contribute to the future of local 
councils’. The Eastern area chairman said their meeting is on 3 October so they won’t be able to 
discuss the results of the first workshop, which isn’t until 16 October, but she can remind people to 
attend. 
 
The Committee confirmed it was happy for the Chief Executive to continue her general liaison with 
Dorset Council, in consultation with the DAPTC Chairman. The Chief Executive’s report included an 
item on staffing levels and it was agreed that a sub-committee of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
President could deal with annual staffing matters such as increments. The incorrect date at the end 
of the Chief Executive’s report was noted, it should read as 13 September 2019 not 13 June 2019. 
 
Action – area chairman to ensure agenda has item to discuss the results of the workshops 
 
 
19/48 TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Honorary Treasurer had sent her apologies for being unable to attend; due to the restructure of 
her department at Dorset Council she had to take annual leave to fit in with other members of her 
department. The Treasurer’s Report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Chairman 
confirmed that the Honorary Treasurer had agreed to continue in the role. The Vice Chairman 
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suggested that the Treasurer’s Report should be the second item on future agendas. 
 
Action – Honorary Treasurer’s Report to be the second item on future agendas 
 
19/49 CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP RELATIONSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT  
The Customer Relationship Manager advised the meeting that are in the process of having an 
upgrade to the website, a necessity because the current version is no longer supported by Vision 
ICT, our website providers. Nigel Hillier, Vision ICT’s Managing Director, sadly died a couple of 
weeks ago, therefore progress on the website development has understandably been delayed. As 
soon as the new website is ready for members to look at, an email link will be forwarded. The 
Customer Relationship Manager confirmed that the password will be changed and after signing on 
to the members area, the screen will not revert to the home page as it does on the current version 
of the website. 
 
Action – link to new version of website to be forwarded to Executive Committee members as 
soon as ready to view 
 
 
19/50 AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

• Towns & Larger Parish Councils Committee - Next meeting due to take place on Friday 
22 November 2019. 
Written report attached.  

• Eastern Area - Next meeting due to take place in 2020 (date TBA) 
Written Report attached. 

• Northern Area - Next meeting due to take place in 2020 (date TBA) 

• Western Area – Next meeting due to take place on Thursday 21 November 2019.   
Written Report attached. 

• Central Area – Next meeting due to take place on Tuesday 19 November 2019. 
Written Report attached. 

• Purbeck Area – Next meeting due to take place on Wednesday 13 November 2019. 
Written Report attached.  
The Purbeck Area chairman requested a response for the Purbeck area attendees from 
DAPTC to the action points concerning DAPTC raised in the Purbeck Area Committee 
minutes dated 12 June 2019. These will be given in due course. 
 

The Chief Executive advised that Dorset Council want to know what Parish and Town Councils 
want to see in the Dorset Council newsletter; she will forward on any responses. She also explained 
that her meetings with John Sellgren, Dorset Council’s Director of Place, are very brief and not 
minuted; she reports to the Executive Committee what the outcome of these meetings are. 
 
A point was raised that there is a wide disparity in content of the area reports – they just need to be 
a precis of the meeting. There was a reminder that for area meetings, DAPTC documentation must 
refer to Town and Larger Councils as “Town and Larger Parish Councils Committee”. 
 
19/51 NALC UPDATE  
Report distributed to members prior to the meeting.  
The NALC representative advised that due to the dates of NALC events not corresponding with 
Executive committee meeting, to ensure documents are seen sooner, reports can be sent to area 
committee meetings. 
 
Action – send copies of NALC reports to area committee meetings if time scale between 
NALC event and Executive Committee meeting too long 
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19/52 NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
The NALC representative spoke about the forthcoming Conference.  
The Chief Executive advised that the office had sent details of the NALC Conference to all member 
councils. 
 
Action – that the Chairman, NALC representative and Chief Executive be authorised 
delegates to attend the NALC Conference and AGM. 
 
19/53 REPS REPORTS  
The only report was from the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) which had been distributed to 
members prior to the meeting. The representative, Cllr KD Johnson, advised he had just been to 
see the new reporting system which should be much more efficient that the current spreadsheet 
reporting. 
 
 
The Chairman thanked the Committee for their input into the meeting.  
  
The meeting ended at 1.34pm 
 
Next full Executive Committee meeting: Saturday 7 December 2019 at 9.30am at the Dorset 
Youth Association HQ, Lubbecke Way, Dorchester DT1 1QL 

   
Action Sheet 

 
Your attention is drawn to the following actions, which were agreed at the meeting held on 

21 September 2019 

 

Paragraph Action to be taken To be taken by 

19/42 

Action – Chief Executive to liaise with Dorchester 
Town Clerk for clarification over the issue that most 
people on housing benefit don’t pay council tax, 
others pay a reduced amount 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/42 

Action – Chief Executive to send council tax base 
letter to Dorset Council’s Executive Director 
(Corporate Development S151) Aidan Dunn with 
additional paragraph to be supplied by Dorchester 
Town Council clerk (taking into account any extra 
information regarding the above action point) 

 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/45 

Action – advise Portland Town Council that their 
motion will not be going forward to the AGM and to 
refer this issue to their local Dorset Councillor and 
to also raise with their MP. 
 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/45 

Action – advise Bryanston Parish Council that their 
motion will not be going forward to the AGM and 
supply alternative suggestions (once received from 
Tony Gibb). 
 

Hilary Trevorah 
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Paragraph Action to be taken To be taken by 

19/45 
Action – schedule amendments to the Constitution 
for a future agenda item. 
 

Chairman 

19/47 
Action – area chairman to ensure agenda has item 
to discuss the results of the workshops 
 

Area chairmen 

19/48 
Action – Honorary Treasurer’s Report to be the 
second item on future agendas 
 

Hilary Trevorah 

19/49 

Action – link to new version of website to be 
forwarded to Executive Committee members as 
soon as ready to view 
 

Debbie Hollings 

19/51 

Action – send copies of NALC reports to area 
committee meetings if time scale between NALC 
event and Executive Committee meeting too long 

 

Cllr Lindsey Dedden 
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AGENDA ITEM 14 

 
AREA REPORTS FOR DAPTC EXECUTIVE – SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
a) Town & Larger Councils Committee 

 

 

 
b) Eastern Area Committee 
 
14 members representing 9 councils, met at Pamphill Village Hall for the AGM on Tues 9th July; 
there was no speaker. The Chief Executive’s report, having been circulated, was noted. Whilst 
concern was raised that there was no DC rep in attendance it was pointed out that they had been 
invited but were under no obligation to attend. The recent DC newsletter to councils had been 
circulated. 
 
Members were reminded of the need to submit motions for consideration at the DAPTC AGM. They 
were also requested to respond to the CCG consultation on Dementia.  Members were concerned 
at the number of candidates needing training.  
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They also expressed their concern that the 21day turnaround for planning applications was 
completely unrealistic for parishes. 
AGM elections were held:  
Chairman:    Cllr Penny Yeo, West Moors  
Vice Chairman:  Cllr Terry Cordery, Ferndown 
Reserve at Exec: Cllr Susan Cowsill, Colehill 
 
c) Northern Area Committee 

Report of the Northern Area DAPTC.    July meeting 

Of the 49 Parish Councils entitled to send a representative to the Northern Area meeting,14 came. 

This is of concern, but it has to be seen against the backdrop of recent events, especially the elections 

and the change to Unitary status. Many councils are shorthanded, and have yet to properly resolve 

responsibilities as to who will represent them at DAPTC meetings. 

Actually, it was just as well only 14 turned up. Anymore, and the room would not have been large 

enough.  Nevertheless, it was a lively meeting with many useful suggestions and contributions. 

 

At the last NA meeting John Parker stood down as Chairman and I was elected as the new 

Chairman. As I was vice-chair, and as Jackie Stayt stood down as a Cllr in May, the NA has a need 

for 2 new representatives to the Executive. 

 

Cllr Martin Jones of Sturminster Newton, made the very sensible observation that it was hard to vote 

for a replacement if you knew nothing about them. He went on to suggest that those willing to stand 

should send out ‘pen portraits’. 

 

At this point I hesitate to raise the discussion regarding Blandford Leisure Centre. However, what is 

happening may have Dorset wide implications. Cllr Hill, NA rep on the BLC board, reported that the 

new Dorset Council had employed consultants to review all leisure centres in Dorset. He also 

reported that Cllr Alford was also undertaking a review, presumably for his department. 

 

The NA has been fortunate in that it has been kept abreast of the ‘goings on’ at North Dorset District 

Council. Unfortunately, Stephen Hill is unwell, and has been unable to attend. Concern was 

expressed as to the lack of communication, a stand in for Stephen could not be found. Though the 

way ahead, suggested by Cllr Alford was noted. 

 

The part of the meeting given over to Member Concerns was, as ever, very interesting. Issues ranged 

from the increase in retrospective planning applications to how to pay for Play Areas. 

 

At the moment Climate Change is the subject of many discussions. At the NA meeting the general 

feeling was that not enough ‘joined up’ thinking was applied, between for example Planning and 

Building Regulations. Any future strategy should bear this in mind. 

 

As I said a lively meeting. 

Mike Jones 
 
d) Western Area Committee 
 
The last meeting was held on Thursday 5 September 2019 at Mountfield, Bridport with 12 
members attending (representing 2 towns and 8 parish councils).  
 
The DAPTC Chief Executive sent her apologies. 
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Election of Officers, Secretary and Representatives. 

Chairman: Cllr Chris Turner (Beaminster TC). Proposed by John Broom, seconded by Jacqui 

Sewell.  

Vice Chairman: Cllr John Broom (Lyme Regis TC). Proposed by Peter Noel, seconded by Chris 

Turner. 

Secretary: Sal Robinson. Proposed by John Broom, seconded by Hilary Nadin. 

Executive Committee Representatives: 

Representatives: - Peter Noel (Charmouth PC) and John Broom(Lyme Regis TC); Back-up: - Jacqui 

Sewell(Upper Marshwood Vale PC). 

Reports. 

Climate Emergency. 

Given that Dorset Council has declared a Climate Emergency Parish / Town Councils wish to get 

involved with the Climate Change agenda and to liaise and collaborate with other PCs / TCs and 

like-minded groups. Can DAPTC assist in getting this initiative going across the whole of Dorset?  

DC Workshops with Town / Parish Councils. 

Agreed that more than 1 councillor per council must be allowed to attend the proposed Dorset 

Council workshops with town and parish councils – as was done for the Dorset Highways 

presentation in July 2016. Please will DAPC ensure this happens. Also, when will the dates / 

venues be determined?? 

Dorset Ward Councillor. 

Dorset Ward Cllr Sarah Williams was not present at the meeting. 

Representatives gave brief reports on what is happening in their parishes. 

Items of note 

 

Chideock PC. 

A trial speed limit reduction on Chideock Hill (30 mph instead of 40 mph) is due to start soon and 

run for a year. The purpose is to ascertain if a lower speed limit will reduce NO2 air pollution from 

the Duck Street junction to the top of Chideock Hill, which is currently significantly above the legal 

limit imposed by the EU. Adherence to the speed limit will be monitored and average speed 

cameras will be introduced if necessary. This is one of the recommendations contained in the 

Highways England report for the Chideock Safety & Severance Study. 

The volunteers who look after the Clapp’s Mead children’s play area have decided it is time to retire 

so the council is looking to employ the Bridport Lenghtsman to cut the play area grass (they already 

cut the main field). 

 

Loders PC.  

2 recent planning applications have been made for development outside the Defined Development 

Boundary. The 1st has been refused, there is no decision as yet on the 2nd. 

 

Char Valley PC.  

The Highways England report for the Morecombelake Safety & Severance Study has been finalised. 

 

Burton Bradstock PC.  

Half of the playground refurbishment was completed in time for the school summer holiday. The 

Three Horseshoes public house is providing a children’s shelter in the playground.  
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The Parish Plan is being revised. 

 

Corscombe and Halstock PC.  

After initial enthusiasm, the Neighbourhood Plan has been dropped.  

There have been considerable issues regarding First Bus using a double decker bus for the school 

run. WATAG has been involved on this together with several other parish councils. 

 

Lyme Regis TC.  

There is a lot going on the Climate Change / “Green” front. The One Planet Working Group is 

looking at a number of ideas, including a survey to establish the average journey distance to 

calculate a possible addition to parking charges to offset the CO2 used. The council is looking into 

what can be done to achieve the UN Sustainability Goals. 

 

Charmouth PC.  

There is an active “plastic free” group in the parish.  

Council staff have had to deal with aggressive behaviour from dog owners. 

The Post Office has shut, no other shop proprietor is willing to take it on.  

The Neighbourhood Plan is on-going.  

 

Litton Cheney PC.  

Dorset Council has agreed to improve communication and consultation with residents following the 

issues with First Bus using double decker buses for the school run.  

Dorset Local Plan – given the lack of a five-year house building land supply how does DC plan to 

deal with this issue given a new Local Plan is not expected until 2023? 

 

Broadwindsor PC.  

The Neighbourhood Plan has passed the Referendum and is now in force.  

 

Upper Marshwood Vale PC.  

There are issues with mobile phone coverage, broadband coverage, traffic and parking – off street 

parking is needed.  

Dorset Ward Cllr Simon Christopher has stated that, as he is Chair of the Western Area Planning 

Committee, he is unable to support the 8 Marshwood Vale Parishes on planning matters. This needs 

to be challenged as previous chairs of WDDC planning committees have not had this issue – 

please will DAPTC take this up?  

 

Beaminster TC.  

Play area is complete – the council is waiting for the EU grant money.  

Climate Emergency – the council has paid for 1000 trees and scrubs plus wildflower seeds. The 

Neighbourhood Plan is on-going.  

Staff are experiencing similar problems with dog owners as Charmouth and are considering 

purchasing body cams. (Lyme already has these.) 

 

Dates of meetings for 2019. 

Thursday 21 November 
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e) Central Area Committee 

 
f) Purbeck Area Meeting 
 
DAPTC Purbeck Area Committee meeting 04.09.19 
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13 representatives from 7 Councils were present. The area covers 19 councils including 3 from the 

Larger Towns/Councils  Committee. The meeting agreed the following actions 

1 To reiterate its request made in the Purbeck Area Committee report in June 2019  to have written 

answers to the actions points (there was insufficient time at the June Executive Committee meeting 

to discuss these issues and correspondence with the CEO and Chair has not fully addressed the 

issues). 

2 To contact DAPTC and the Area Committee Secretaries about the concerns associated with the 

reduction in time from 28 to 21 days in respect of councils responding to planning applications. 

Representatives were concerned that Dorset Council was placing efficiency (speed of completion of 

applications) above effectiveness (including engagement with councils and their communities) 

3 To note that the Inspector’s hearing for the Purbeck Local Plan had  covered  the issues of housing 

numbers, affordable housing, small sites policy, a primary residence policy (second homes) and the 

advocacy by  Natural England of the use of SANGS(Suitable Alternative Natural Green Spaces) to 

facilitate development in designated areas in particular Green Belts. 

4 To note potential change in language arising from the Inspector’s hearing  e.g “must not harm” not 

being the same as “does not harm”. 

5 To obtain from DAPTC  further details of the Dorset Council Engagement Events planned for 

16,22 and 28th of October 

6 To encourage other Parish and Town Councils to attend the DAPTC Councillors Meeting at 

Kingston Maurward College on 10.10.19. 

7 To seek nominations from Councils in Purbeck to attend on behalf of the DAPTC Purbeck Area 

Committee meetings of the Dorset Local Nature Partnership and the Purbeck Transport Action 

Group.  

8 To encourage Parish and Town Councils to send representatives to the meeting  on Climate 

Change organised by Corfe Castle Parish Council for 04.10.19  

9 To request that DAPTC supply to all Parish and Town Councils a) a list of Dorset Council officer 

contacts  and b) a copy of the contract between Dorset Council and DAPTC (funding support) 

10 To explore with DAPTC how to ensure that the representative of the Highways authority supplies  

detailed, meaningful and professional comments in respect of planning applications. 

Representatives reported on the absence of parking enforcement, the quality of comments from the 

highways officer in respect of planning applications, Corfe Castle Parish Council’s Climate Change 

meeting, Swanage Town Council’s plan for a carbon audit, the inadequate up keep of road line 

marking, road safety improvements, and plans to change caravan sites into holiday parks on the 

Jurassic Coast. 
 
 


