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DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

CENTRAL AREA COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held  

at 7:30pm on Tuesday 19 November 2019  
at Charlton Down Village Hall 

 
Present:  Cllr Alan Thacker Knightsford Parish Council (Chairman) 
  Cllr Sam Toogood Broadmayne Parish Council 
  Cllr Keith Beeson Charminster Parish Council 

Cllr Sally Falkingham Maiden Newton Parish Council 
  Cllr Alan Goff  Maiden Newton Parish Council 

Cllr David Harris Weymouth Town Council 
Cllr Colin Huckle Weymouth Town Council 

   
Also present:   Kirsty Riglar  Secretary – Central Area Committee  
   
     
29/19.  Election of Chairman for 2019/20 
Having been duly proposed and seconded and there being no other nominations, Cllr 
Thacker was elected as Chairman of the Committee for 2019/20. 
 
30/19.  Election of Vice-Chairman for 2019/20 
In the absence of the Vice-Chairman for 2018/19, it was not known if she wished to continue 
in the role and no other member was nominated.  This election of a Vice-Chairman was 
therefore deferred to the next meeting. 
 
31/19.  Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
  Mrs Walsh-Quantick Bishops Caundle Parish Council (Clerk) 

Cllr Steve Diamond Broadmayne Parish Council 
  Cllr Colin Hampton Cheselbourne Parish Council 
  Mrs Carol Eastment Melcombe Horsey Parish Council (Clerk) 
  Cllr Andy Aylott Stratton Parish Council 
  Cllr Debbie Wiltshire Winterborne St Martin Parish Council 

Hilary Trevorah Chief Executive - DAPTC 
    
32/19.  Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 September 2019 were confirmed as a true and 
accurate record of the last meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
 
33/19. Appointment of representatives for 2019/20 

(i) DAPTC Executive Committee - It was noted that the Chairman attended the 
Executive Committee in his capacity as Chairman of the DAPTC and without a 
Vice-Chairman appointed, the Committee did not feel it was appropriate to 
appoint representatives at this meeting.  Appointments were therefore deferred to 
the next meeting. 
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(ii) Homelessness and Housing Forum – This was deferred pending clarification as 

to membership of the new Dorset-wide Forum. 
 

(iii) Dorset Broadcasting Action Group link (DorBAG) link – Resolved that Cllr David 
Harris act as the Committee’s link. 

 
34/19. Report from DAPTC Chief Executive 
The Committee considered the written report from the DAPTC Chief Executive which 
focussed predominantly on the motions considered at the recent AGM.  This also referred to 
the climate emergency advice seminar for town and parish councils which Dorset Council 
was taking place at the same time as the Committee’s meeting. 

 
The Chairman provided feedback from the recent NALC conference which he had attended.  
This had covered a number of interesting topics, including a well received speech by HRH 
The Princess Royal. In particular, he had attended an excellent workshop on cyber security 
and felt that some local awareness of this issue would be beneficial for councillors and clerks 
in Dorset.  The conference had demonstrated the breadth of work which NALC undertook for 
its members. 
 
35/19. Dorset Council update 
In the absence of a representative from Dorset Council, the Chairman reported that there 
was a continuing commitment from the Leader of Dorset Council, Cllr Anthony Alford as the 
relevant portfolio holder and the Executive Director for Place to maintain a relationship with 
the DAPTC.  The DAPTC Chief Executive met regularly with the Executive Director for 
Place. 
 
The Committee discussed the recent workshops held for representatives of town and parish 
councils to inform the shaping of the new relationship between the two tiers of local 
government.  Members considered that there remained a lot of unknowns about the impact 
on town and parish councils from the creation of Dorset Council but representatives had 
provided ideas as to how the relationship could work.  It was understood that the information 
gathered at the workshops would be analysed and another round of events would then be 
arranged.   
 
It was noted that gaining clarity about the staffing structure of Dorset Council was difficult 
and frustrating for town and parish councils, as this was still evolving.  The relationship 
between individual councils and their local ward member(s) was also discussed as this was 
working well in some areas and was scant in others.  Cllr Harris explained that Weymouth 
Town Council was experiencing issues in relation to this as it was represented by eleven 
Dorset Councillors.   
 
The possibility of establishing area forums like those operated by Wiltshire Council had 
previously been mentioned.  It was noted that the Leader of Dorset Council had been 
speaking to his opposite numbers in neighbouring councils to see how these sorts of 
relationships and structures worked elsewhere.   
 
Members raised the impact of the new Dorset Council wards on their clustering or working 
arrangements with other neighbouring parishes and the DAPTC’s area arrangements.  It 
was noted that the DAPTC was likely to be revisiting the boundaries of the areas covered by 
the area committees. This was supported as the Central Area was not immediately 
identifiable in the same way as other areas and had recently experienced low attendance at 
meetings. 
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36/19.  Community Safety Update 
The Chairman reported that he, as Chairman of the DAPTC, and the Chief Executive had 
met with the Chief Constable of Dorset Police to discuss rural crime.  The opportunity had 
been taken to reiterate the importance of the visibility of police in rural areas to deter criminal 
activity.  It was noted that patrols were undertaken in rural areas but often overnight and 
therefore this was less visible to local residents. The Chairman added that at a recent parish 
meeting, the farm manager from one of the local farming estates had given a report on his 
experience of rural crime in graphic detail which had staggered those present.   
 
37/19.  DorBAG update 
Cllr Harris reported that the Director-General of the BBC had visited Dorset to celebrate the 
fifth anniversary of BBC Radio Dorset and had spoken very positively about local radio.  The 
Committee agreed that there was still a local aspiration to improve coverage across Dorset 
as this was a tool for getting issues across.  
 
38/19.  Members’ items 
Cllr Falkingham reported that lights had finally been installed on the approach to the station 
in Maiden Newton after a campaign lasting ten years as a result of land ownership issues.  
She also informed the Committee that the new community rail partnership covering both the 
Dorset and Somerset parts of the Wessex line was up and running.   
 
39/19.  Date of next meeting 
It was agreed that the next meeting be held on a date to be confirmed in February or March 
2020. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:20pm. 
 
 
 

 
Signed_______________________________ Date_____________________ 
 
Cllr Alan Thacker 
Chairman 


