
  
 

Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils Western Area Committee 

 
 

Minutes of the DAPTC Western Area meeting 
held via Zoom, on Thursday 1 July 2021. 

 
Present: Cllr John Firrell (Litton Cheney PC), Cllr Alan Dawkins (Beaminster TC), Cllr Henry Lovegrove 

(Corscombe and Halstock Group PC), Cllr Belinda Bawden (Lyme Regis TC), Cllr John Broom (Lyme 
Regis TC), Cllr Jim Basker (Bothenhampton & Walditch PC), Tessa Safadi (Clerk to Corscombe and 
Halstock Group PC) 

 
 
 
In Attendance: Sal Robinson (Secretary and Chideock PC), Debbie Hollings (DAPTC) 
 
In the absence of Chris Turner, Chair, John Broom, Vice Chair, chaired the meeting. 

 
544. Apologies were received from Cllr Graham Moody (Burton Bradstock PC), Neil Wedge (DAPTC 

Chief Executive). 
 
545. Minutes. Having been previously circulated, the minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 2020 

were taken as read and were approved as a true record.  
 
546. Matters Arising from those minutes and not included on the Agenda.  

Cllr Dawkins (Beaminster TC) reported that Beaminster TC is part of an “universal” eco committee for 
Climate Change, consisting of council members and people of all ages from all walks of life, which will 
provide advice and guidance to the Town Council. The Town Council has formed a policy for what 
they will be doing. 
Belinda Bawden (Lyme Regis) reported that she was a co-founder of the Dorset Climate Action 
Network, which started October 2020 and has grown into a network of community groups, local 
groups such as Friends of the Earth, and committed individuals. The aim is to be a supportive 
network of knowledge and expertise to support Dorset Council and Town and Parish Councils. 
Debbie Hollings reported that the DAPTC website now has a Climate Change page which includes 
contact details for all Dorset climate change groups of which DAPTC knows. 

 
547. Chief Executive’s Report. 

In Neil Wedge’s absence Debbie Hollings gave a brief informal report. 
All three DAPTC staff continue to work from home. 
Training on the new Code of Conduct, online Registration of Interests and the new Dorset Council 
Complaints Procedure is on-going with 270 councillors and 60 Clerks having been trained over 
thirteen sessions so far. 
DAPTC has partnered up with a number of other organisations, and have a planning expert, a finance 
expert, and a social media expert on board. All training is currently being conducted via Zoom and e-
learning. 
The New Councillor training has been rewritten and it now modular, with some Zoom sessions and 
some e-learning. 
The New Clerk training is being rewritten. 
The DAPTC website has been revamped with additional information added. 
There is now a weekly e-mail newsletter and a monthly training newsletter. 
Cllr Jim Basker said he looked for a course on communicating with parishioners but there is nothing 
suitable. Debbie took a note of this. 
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549. Reports from Parish and Town Council representatives. 
 Chideock PC.  

• A Facebook page has been set up for the Parish Council.  

• Two casual vacancies have been filled by co-option.  

• The A35 continues to be the focus – Highways England (HE) has stopped talking directly to 
the PC.  

• HE has decided that the 30mph speed limit reduction trial on Chideock Hill has made a small 
improvement to Air Quality and will be made permanent.  

• There have not been many planning applications, partly because of the issues in Dorset 
Council’s Planning department.  

• 3 items have been reported to planning enforcement, two are being investigated.  

• The PC didn’t meet during first lockdown but used Zoom during the second one. Meetings 
have been taking place in the Village Hall since May, following stringent rules set by the 
Village Hall Management Committee. 

• Chideock is not declaring a Climate Emergency but is concentrating on fighting air pollution. 

• A constituted group called the Friends of Clapp’s Mead has been set up to fundraise for play 
equipment.  

• Highways England has paid for an electric car charge point to be installed at Foss Orchard 
Car Park, which is now in operation. 

• The Chair has twice seen people on electric scooters, going towards Bridport on the aA35 as 
though they were pedestrians - this was referred to our local PCSO who came back and 
said, if you see it, you should ring 101 and someone will attend!!!! Local holiday / camping 
sites have been asked to remind visitors that these scooters can only be used on private 
land. 

• Renewed efforts are being made to get an all-weather all-purpose path linking Chideock to 
Bridport instead of walking / cycling / horse riding on the A35. Chris Loder supports this, as 
does the Ward councillor. But Dorset Council seems reluctant to do anything despite the 
recent government grants for this type of development. 
. 

Bothenhampton and Walditch PC. 

• There have been three resignations and one death among the counsellors; there are now six 
counsellors out of a full complement of nine.  

• A climate emergency was declared last year; a parish plan has been set up with objectives 
for the next five years, which are consistent with the Dorset Council's climate emergency 
paper plan and also with the Dorset Local Plan as drafted so far 

• The 60-mph speed limit in Walditch has been reduced by Dorset Council to 30-mph. 

• A farmer dumped stuff at a beauty spot – the council is trying to find out what can be done 
about it. 

• An application was made to the Rural Gigabyte scheme but Openreach has decided that not 
enough eligible people had filled in the paperwork and so are considering withdrawing the 
offer. 

• Since the issues with the Home Farm development it has been decided that in future 
councillors will visit applicants rather than rely on one person. 
 

Beaminster TC.  

• The Skate Park has been completed. Janet Page saw the start but sadly did not see it 
completed. A memorial bench to her will be placed overlooking the whole of the play area 
and the skate park. There will be a plot commemorating her services to everyone. 



  
 

Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils Western Area Committee 

 
 

• The launch was to have been on 26 June, with events, skaters, and professionals - it is 
hoped that it will now take place late August 

• As he stated at the start of the meeting, much has been going on regarding Climate Change. 

• Beaminster has been successful with the Rural Gigabyte scheme and Openreach has 
started work. It is a great pity that this is not a national effort particularly for West Dorset - 
small businesses need good internet access, and many more people are now working from 
home. 

• It is hoped to co-opt to fill the vacancy created by Janet Page’s death at the next meeting. 

• The committee structure has been reorganised as it had become cumbersome. 

• The website is being redesigned with a new provider. 

• A local developer approached the council and had a Zoom meeting with some councillors – 
a developer who believes in real homes, proportion, which will be low cost, designing it to 
look like a mini village on the outskirts of the Broadwindsor Road with distinct groups of 
houses. 
 

Litton Cheney PC.  

• There is a full complement of councillors. 

• The adopted phone box has been opened as a lending library with books, toys, puzzles and 
even seeds, following refurbishment by three residents. It has been very well received and 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

• A 30-mph limit is being introduced by Dorset Council following a campaign. 

• There have been complaints that Dorset Council cut the grass verges whilst wildflowers 
were still in bloom. Currently there is only one cut a year but when the speed limit is in force 
there will be three cuts. 

• The caravan park by the lake does not have a planning permission (it is not a ‘pop-up’). 
Planning permission was applied for but was refused. It has been reported to Enforcement, 
who are short staffed, with many part timers. There is a suspicion that Dorset Council are 
going to take a fairly slow approach to enforcement particularly with caravan sites, because 
if they close them down people may wild camp elsewhere.  

• The Village Assembly will take place on 27 July, postponed from 13 July, lifting of COVID 
restrictions permitting. 

• Talks are in progress with Openreach for fibre broadband. and the PC has the support of 
Chris Loder, though there is some way to go before it becomes a reality. 

• There is a Facebook page and it has been found to be a useful vehicle, particularly in 
reaching younger people. 

• There has been a bit of upset about the protocol that Dorset Council issued, trying to make 
contact with smaller councils and suggesting that this was way forward; it has now been 
withdrawn. But since the new unitary authority came into being, and the disappearance of 
the District / Borough Councils, there has been a gulf between the smaller councils and 
Dorset Council, and there is a need for the likes of DAPTC and BLAP to help bridge that 
gap. At the moment, the connection with Dorset Council could be a lot better. 

• Maybe Ward councillors need some training and support re: parish councils? 

• Sal Robinson pointed out that most of the councillors in the Dorset Council Cabinet are from 
the east of Dorset, and appear to have little understanding of the needs (e.g. employment, 
transport) of rural areas such as West Dorset.  

• Cllr Alan Dawkins commented that Dorset Council does not see the point of Local 
Partnerships and takes the attitude that as most of the old council areas didn’t have them 
they should not receive funding. He said that he is trying to revive the Beaminster one – 
BAVLAP. 
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Corscombe and Halstock Group PC. 

• There is a full complement of councillors. 

• Installation of the outdoor gym is complete and will be officially opened this Saturday 

• A new website has been running for about 4 months 

• The first face to face meeting was held on 30 June, after using Zoom during lockdowns 

• Responses have been made to the Dorset Climate Emergency Plan and the Local Plan, 
which appear to be inconsistent 

• Revival of the Beaminster Local Partnership (BAVLAP) would be very useful to home in on 
for the Corscombe and Halstock parish area. 

• It is hoped that ‘village gates’ will be installed at Halstock in an attempt to reduce speeding 
through the village.  

• Ownership of the village pub has changed and residents no longer feel welcome. 

• The demographics of the village are changing (for the better) with younger people with 
children moving in. 

• Virtual meetings – after initial reluctance from some it has been found that virtual meetings 
have had better public attendance and lead to better discussion. And less travelling as the 
group council covers a large area. 
 

Lyme Regis TC. 
Belinda Bawden commented that she has been reliably told that, in recent years, 94% of 
government and EU funding to Dorset has actually gone to Bournemouth and Poole (which now 
includes Christchurch). 

• Face to face meetings are being held in the Baptist Church Hall as the council offices are too 
small for social distancing 

• a new Environment Committee is being set up to move things forward more cohesively  

• Security guards have been employed for the second year running after trouble last year in 
the town gardens overlooking the sea. 

• Park and Ride will be operating this summer 

• Plans are afoot to start a car club – funding is being looked for 

• There was a big community engagement project with the Royal College of Art and the Royal 
Town Planning Institute and the Chartered Institute of Transportation etc.  

• A new roof and new glass panel balustrade has been placed on the seafront shelters 

• There are issues with Dorset Council over some harbour areas.  

• Contacting Dorset Council is almost impossible. 

• All Lyme Regis TC office staff are working from home, the outdoor staff have continued 
working throughout. 

 
543 Dates of Meetings in 2021. 

Thursday 2 September – which will be the AGM – 19.00 
Thursday 25 November. 

 
The meeting closed at approximately 20.10. 

 
 
 Signed         Date: 2 September 2021. 
 
 

Chair 


